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      Green Gold Report – May 27, 2015 – INTERLAKE/WESTERN 
 

For this area it is still too soon to predict optimum cutting date early cool conditions have 
slowed the growth of the alfalfa 
 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Arborg 228   27 

Oak Point 247   27 

Stonewall 254 235 15 32 

     

Dauphin 263 277 11 32 

     

     

     

AVERAGE 248 256 13 29.5 

 

This week fields in the Stonewall area have entered the early bud stage. Other areas of the 
Western/Interlake are still in the late vegetative stage. Nutritionists like to target hay in the 135-150 
RFV towards Dairy cows in the 1st trimester and towards dairy calves. The RFV hay from 125-140 is 
fed to the dairy cows in the last 200 days and heifers 12-18 months of age. Hay at 115-130 makes 
excellent Beef cow and heifer 12-18 month old feed and any from 100-115 is good for the Dry cow 
and heifer between 18 and 24 month. 
 
 

Access all 2015 Green Gold Reports 
 
For more information contact: 
John McGregor, MFGA Extension Support 
e: john@mfga.net, website: www.mfga.net or follow us on Twitter! 
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 Growing Degree Days 
 
We have mentioned this before about GDDs and predicting when to cut alfalfa. Because each 
spring is unique in temperature, precipitation and growing degree days (GDD), the date hay is 
ready for a first cut can vary as many as three weeks from year to year. It typically takes 300 to 
350 GDD to reach RFV of 180 for the first cut. 
About 350 to 400 GDD yields RFV closer to 160. 
An RFV of 140 would require 450 to 500 GDD. 
Looking at the graphs you can see the 
accumulation of GDDs and I have also included 
the normal accumulation (blue).  
 
Assuming that condition stay normal, we should 
reach 350 GDD’s around June 15th or 16th   

 

Forage grasses develop similarly 

As forage grasses mature, yield at cutting increases and plant vigor and persistence improves, 

but feeding value declines. For most of our forage grasses, the first growth of the spring also 

has a seed stem that both adds yield and reduces feeding value faster with advancing 

maturity. 

The cutting decision for ‘all grass’ and grass-dominant mixed hay should be based on the feed 

quality needs. Grass is considered higher in fiber than alfalfa, so, alfalfa and alfalfa-dominant 

hay mixtures of less than 20 percent of the stand or hay composition is generally 

recommended for lactating dairy cattle. For other classes of livestock, harvesting at seed head 

emergence or soon after is the most common harvest ‘target’. Waiting to harvest forage 

grasses that have matured into the seed formation stages generally does not add significantly 

to the yield, and produces lower and lower feeding value hay.  

 


