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      Green Gold Report – May 27, 2015 – CENTRAL 
 
Hay Day for the Central area of the province is estimate for June 4th. Given the cool conditions forecast 
for the weekend this date maybe pushed back a couple of days 
 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Brunkild     

Gnadenthal     

Minnedosa 230 243 14 29 

Newton 205 217 19 26 

Plum Coulee 260 235 15 31 

Portage 265 268 12 26 

     

     

AVERAGE 240 240.75 15 28 

 
Fields in the central part of the province are entering the early bud stage. RFV are dropping at 9 pts/day. . 
Nutritionists like to target hay in the 135-150 RFV towards Dairy cows in the 1st trimester and towards dairy 
calves. The RFV hay from 125-140 is fed to the dairy cows in the last 200 days and heifers 12-18 months of 
age. Hay at 115-130 makes excellent Beef cow and heifer 12-18 month old feed and any from 100-115 is good 
for the Dry cow and heifer between 18 and 24 month. 
 
 

Access all 2015 Green Gold Reports 
 
For more information contact: 
John McGregor, MFGA Extension Support 
e: john@mfga.net, website: www.mfga.net or follow us on Twitter! 
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http://mfga.net/projects/current-projects/2013-green-gold-program-alfalfa-optimum-harvest-date-prediction-tool/
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http://www.mfga.net/
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With a number of fields enter the early bud stage in the Central 
area we are seeing that the crop maybe shorter than expected 
once it reaches its optimum quality. Here is a photo from Plum 
Coolee of alfalfa just entering the early bud stage  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Growing Degree Days 
We have mentioned this 
before about GDDs and 
predicting when to cut 
alfalfa. Because each spring 
is unique in temperature, 
precipitation and growing 
degree days (GDD), the date 
hay is ready for a first cut 
can vary as many as three 
weeks from year to year. It 
typically takes 300 to 350 
GDD to reach RFV of 180 for 
the first cut. About 350 to 
400 GDD yields RFV closer to 160. An RFV of 140 would require 450 to 500 GDD. Looking at 
the graphs below you can see the accumulation of GDDs and I have also included the normal 
accumulation (blue). Assuming that condition stay normal, we should reach 350 GDD’s around 
June 8th or 9th. This  
 

Shorting Drying Times 
 
Understanding how cut hay dries and how losses occur during cutting, conditioning, raking and 
baling is the first step in choosing techniques for maintaining the quality of cut hay. Rain is 
most detrimental to hay quality if it occurs in the first day or two after cutting when danger of 
leaching losses is higher. Two inches of rain in a single event is less detrimental than a half-
inch of rain over four days, because wet plants respire longer, compromising quality and dry 
matter.  
A cut plant continues to respire loosing sugars until it drops to below 40% moisture so shorting 
the time it takes to go from 80 to 40% increases the energy content of the hay. Techniques like 
wide swaths, conditioning the hay and time of day can speed the drying process and enable 
you to put up hay in better condition. For more information on making better quality hay click 
on High Quality Hay Management 
 
 

http://mbfc.s3.amazonaws.com/2008_fact_sheets/21_2008_high_quality_hay_management.pdf

