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      Green Gold Report – May 13, 2015 – CENTRAL 
 
Here is the first release for the Optimum Alfalfa Harvest Date for 2015. This year we will be reporting from 
various areas of the Province (Eastern, Central, Interlake, and Western).  
 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Brunkild     

Gnadenthal 319 277 11 33 

Minnedosa     

Newton 213 277 11 13 

Plum Coulee     

Portage   7  

     

     

AVERAGE 0 277 9.67 0 

 
There were only 2 fields in the Central area reporting this week. Most fields were too short to sample. The 
return of cool weather this past week has slowed the alfalfa’s growth. Presently we have accumulated about 
110 GDD’s (growing degree days) base 5C. Although this is slightly above normal what we have seen is that 
from the 7th of May to the 11th we have accumulated no additional GDD which has slowed or stopped the 
alfalfa’s growth. From the 10th to the 15th you can see that we have only gained 10 additional units (see article 
below on GDDs) 
 

Access all 2015 Green Gold Reports 
 
For more information contact: 
John McGregor, MFGA Extension Support 
e: john@mfga.net, website: www.mfga.net or follow us on Twitter! 
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http://mfga.net/projects/current-projects/2013-green-gold-program-alfalfa-optimum-harvest-date-prediction-tool/
mailto:jbmcgee@shaw.ca
http://www.mfga.net/
https://twitter.com/MBForages
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Growing Degree Days 

GDD are a measure of heat 

unit accumulation. Because 

early season growth of alfalfa 

is related to the sum of heat 

units accumulated, 

monitoring GDD is an easy 

and effective way to 

determine when to harvest to 

optimize forage quality of first 

cutting alfalfa. Michigan State University Extension recommends that dairy hay should be 

harvested at the mid-bud stage of growth which will normally provide 40 percent Neutral 

Detergent Fiber (NDF) to maximize the yield and quality of feed to lactating dairy cows. 

Delaying harvest after the recommended harvest time of 40 percent NDF will result in higher 

yields, higher fiber, lower NDF digestibility and lower protein. Harvest of dairy quality alfalfa 

that will be stored in horizontal bunkers should begin at 375 GDD. Haylage that will be stored 

in a vertical silo can be harvested at 400 GDD. If you are considering dry hay you might, 

depending on harvest management target 350 GDDs. To get GDD accumulations for your 

area click on Growing Degree Days 

 

Do I Take a Final Cut? 
 
You may have noticed that 4 fields weren’t sampled this week. This is because they were short 

(5-7 inches). In the Eastern area of the province I did notice that fields where stubble was left 

were taller than those where a final cut was taken after the Critical Harvest Period. Looking at 

them they were on different soil types, spread all over the SE and all were young fields. The 

only common denominator was that they had had a final cut taken in the fall. In the photo 

below is one of the fields where the final cut was left and stubble is present in the field. 

Sometimes producers do notice that fields that aren’t cut 

late in the fall do tend to green up sooner or get a jump on 

those where a cut is taken after the critical harvest period. 

Cutting during that CHP can reduce root reserves that the 

plant draws on in the spring to initiate new growth until it 

has enough leaf material to manufacture its own 

carbohydrates thru photosynthesis. Even if you observe 

the CHP some stress from late fall cutting still exists and, 

in winters that are stressful (such as last year with some 

periods of low snow cover), the stress can show up in the 

spring. I asked Dan Undersander his opinion and he does advise farmers in Wisconsin to take 

the late fall cutting because yield is now reasonable but to recognize that about 20% of the 

time the stand will be hurt next spring.  

 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://tgs.gov.mb.ca/climate/SeasonalReport.aspx

