
P
u

b
lic

a
tio

n
 M

a
il 

A
g

re
e

m
e

n
t 

4
0

0
6

9
2

4
0

 

June 23, 2016 manitobacooperator.caSERVING MANITOBA FARMERS SINCE 1925   |   Vol. 74, N o. 25   |   $1.75

“CHICK” THE MAIL: Posties promise bee and chick deliveries even if striking: PG. 13
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BY ALLAN DAWSON
Co-operator staff

Farmers can be a little too ready 
to pull out the sprayer and apply 
fungicides and may be doing 

more harm than good.
When there’s little or no leaf disease 

present in a field, those early applica-
tions are an expense for no benefit and 
could do more harm by encouraging 
other diseases such as black point, says 
Myriam Fernandez, a cereal pathol-
ogist with Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC).

“You are wasting your time, you are 
wasting money and you may be caus-
ing further problems along the way,” 
Fernandez said in an interview June 

14, from her base at the AAFC Swift 
Current Research and Development 
Centre. She was speaking about 
research she and AAFC agronomist Bill 
May conducted between 2001 and 2006 
that AAFC recently highlighted in an 
online publication.

“The effect of the fungicide does not 
carry over to later growth stages. So if 
you apply it early on I’m sorry, you’re 
going to have to apply it later again (if 
the infection warrants it).”

However, that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t times when an early fungicide 
application to battle leaf spots is war-
ranted, Fernandez added. There’s no 
formal leaf spot threshold, but spraying 
should be considered if more than five 
per cent of the penultimate leaves are 
infected, she said.

The penultimate leaf is the last 
before the flag leaf emerges.

“If you only have the odd spot then 
it is not worth spraying because all 
(wheat) seedlings are going to have 
some spots because that is just the 
nature of the beast,” Fernandez said.

“If you have a lot of leaf spotting — it 
is happening this year in a lot of places 
— at the seedling stage and later on, 
then yes, go ahead (and spray).”

Their research was done on durum 
wheat, but Fernandez said the same 
principle likely applies to spring and 
winter wheat.

“You have companies pushing for 
early application at the seedling stage 
and a little bit later,” Fernandez said. 

Early, frequent fungicide 
applications can be a waste
AAFC cereal pathologist Myriam Fernandez says it can also encourage  
more kernel diseases such as black point

Meet the 
minister

Space  
Flight

KAP has its first sit-down 
with Eichler » PG 8

NASA takes to southern  
Manitoba skies » PG 3

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada research shows early fungicide applications aimed at protecting wheat from leaf spot diseases doesn’t provide any 
benefit when infection is light and can do more harm than good.    PHOTO: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture

See FUNGICIDE on page 6 »  

BY ALLAN DAWSON 
Co-operator staff and ALEX BINKLEY 

Co-operator contributor

Pleased and relieved.
That’s how western Ca-

nadian grain farmers and 
elevator companies are reacting 
to a one-year extension of emer-
gency grain-shipping measures 
first implemented by the for-
mer Conservative government 
in 2014 to address a backlog in 
grain shipping. 

The four key provisions, which 
came into effect under the Fair 
Rail for Farmers Act, were set to 
expire August 1. 

They give the federal govern-
ment the power to set minimum 
grain movement volumes for the 
railways, provide for arbitration of 
service level agreements between 
shippers and the railways and 
compensation for rail service 
failures and extend interswitch-
ing to 160 kilometres from 30.

Interswitching allows an eleva-
tor serviced by one railway to ask 
another to move its grain, so long 
as there is a connection within 
the prescribed distance.

Grain-shipping 
measures 
extended  
one year
Grain companies and 
farm group welcome 
the move and vow 
to keep the pressure 
on Ottawa for a 
permanent solution
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A University  of Man
itoba research paper 
may upend the way 

environmental  scientists 
consider the issue of resid-
ual antibiotics in manure.

They’re a cause of concern 
because when they’re fed to 
animals, a lot of the antibi-
otics pass right through the 
animal and into the manure. 
Scientists have worried that 
could promote antibiotic 
resistance. 

“Often,  90 per cent or 
more of the antibiotic is 
excreted, according to pre-
vious studies,” says Francis 
Zvomuya, a researcher at the 
university.

L e a d  a u t h o r  In o k a  D. 
Amarakoon,  a  PhD can -
d i d a t e,  l o o k e d  a t  t h o s e 
previous studies and real-
ized that those research-
ers were fortifying manure 
with antibiotics and then 
tracking their breakdown. 
In  the  real  world,  when 
they pass through the gut 
of an animal, they undergo 
chemical  and biological 
changes. 

“ T h a t  c a n  a f f e c t  h ow 

quickly they degrade once 
they are excreted,”  said 
Amarakoon.

The Manitoba researchers 
fed combinations of antibi-
otics to steers and collected 
their droppings to compare 
to a control herd’s droppings 
that were fortified.

R e s u l t s  w e r e  m i x e d . 
For some antibiotics, the 
excreted antibiotics degraded 
more quickly. Other antibi-
otics degraded faster when 
added directly to manure. 
Amarakoon said such mixed 
findings were to be expected 
when looking at different 
products. 

Also, compared to the anti-
biotics added to manure, 
excreted antibiotics can be 
arranged differently within 
the manure. 

“That can change whether 
the antibiotics are even avail-
able for chemical or biologi-
cal degradation,” Amarakoon 
said.

Zvomuya,  Amarakoon, 
and their  col leagues  at 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada found that com-
posting manure for 30 days 
reduced the concentrations 
of the antibiotics by at least 
85 per cent. Some results 
were as high as 99 per cent.

Cattle and other animals alter antibiotics as they pass through their digestive 
systems.   PHOTO: THINKSTOCK

Antibiotics manure 
risk requires a rethink
Manitoba researchers say previous studies ignore the interplay of 
animals’ digestive systems on the drugs

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
Toll-Free: 	 1-800-782-0794
U.S. Subscribers call:	1-204-944-5568
E-mail: 	 subscription@fbcpublishing.com

Subscription rates (GST Registration #85161 6185 RT0001)

Canada
12 months	 $64.00 (incl. GST) 
24 months	 $107.00 (incl. GST)
36 months	 $134.00 (incl. GST)

USA
12 months	 $150.00 (US funds)

Publications Mail Agreement #40069240   ISSN 0025-2239

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada 
through the Canada Periodical Fund of the Department of Canadian 
Heritage. 

Canadian Postmaster: Return undeliverable Canadian addresses  
(covers only) to: Circulation Dept., 1666 Dublin Ave., 
Winnipeg, MB. R3H 0H1

Editor / FBC Editorial Director
Laura Rance
laura@fbcpublishing.com
204-792-4382

Associate Editor Gord Gilmour
gord.gilmour@fbcpublishing.com 
204-453-7624

Editor, agcanada.com Dave Bedard
daveb@fbcpublishing.com 
204-944-5762

Publisher L ynda Tityk
lynda.tityk@fbcpublishing.com	
204-944-5755

PRESIDENT  Bob Willcox
Glacier FarmMedia 
bwillcox@farmmedia.com 
204-944-5751

For Manitoba Farmers Since 1927

1666 Dublin Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0H1 

Tel: 204-944-5767  Fax: 204-954-1422

www.manitobacooperator.ca

NEWS STAFF / Reporters
Allan Dawson
allan@fbcpublishing.com 
204-435-2392

Shannon VanRaes
shannon.vanraes@fbcpublishing.com	
204-954-1413

Lorraine Stevenson
lorraine@fbcpublishing.com	
204-750-0119

Jennifer Paige
jennifer.paige@fbcpublishing.com
204-291-4348

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
Heather Anderson 
heather@fbcpublishing.com	
204-954-1456

Production Director Shawna Gibson
shawna@fbcpublishing.com 
204-944-5763

Published by Farm Business Communications
A division of Glacier FarmMedia

Member, Canadian Circulation Audit Board,  
Member, Canadian Farm Press Association, 

Member, Canadian Agri-Marketing Association

ADVERTISING SERVICES

Classified Advertising:
Monday to Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Phone: (204) 954-1415
Toll-free: 1-800-782-0794

Director of Sales  Cory Bourdeaud’hui
cory@fbcpublishing.com	
204-954-1414

NATIONAL ADVERTISING  Jack Meli
jack.meli@fbcpublishing.com	
647-823-2300

RETAIL ADVERTISING  Terry McGarry
trmcgarr@mts.net	
204-981-3730

ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR
Arlene Bomback 
ads@fbcpublishing.com	
204-944-5765

TM

2 The Manitoba Co-operator  |  June 23, 2016 



The Manitoba Co-operator  |  June 23, 2016 3

 
BY LORRAINE STEVENSON 
Co-operator staff

The U.S. space program is 
taking to the skies again 
in southern Manitoba 

this summer. 
They’ll be using a Second 

World War-era DC-3 airplane 
to make multiple early-morn-
ing north-south passes over 
farm fields around Elm Creek, 
Carman and Roland later this 
summer. 

It’s all  part of the U.S. 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration’s (NASA) 
flight operations over this area 
to capture soil moisture data.

Flights began June 8 and ran 
until June 20, and will begin 
again July 10 through to July 
22 over the same region. They 
are being conducted as part 
of a joint Canada-U.S. experi-
ment to capture moisture 
data using space-based satel-
lite. The terrestrial flights help 
determine how accurate the 
satellite measurements are. 

On board the DC-3 is an 
instrument similar to one on 
NASA’s Soil Moisture Active 
Passive  (SMAP)  satel l i te 
launched in 2015.

“The plane is carrying a 
radiometer, the same type 
of instrument that’s on the 
SMAP satellite,” said Jarrett 
Powers,  manager  of  the 
development unit in the sci-
ence and technology branch 
of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC). 

“What the radiometer does 
is it measures the naturally 
occurring ambient microwave 
energy that’s coming out of 
the soil,” he said adding that 
moisture in the ground influ-
ences the amount of energy 
emitted from the soil.

The SMAP satellite mean-
while has both radiometer 
and active radar to detect the 
“return value” of the measure-
ment, retrieving the soil mois-
ture value in the top couple of 
inches of the soil. 

The flights are tests of dif-

ferent approaches using the 
radiometer, and will gather 
data that produces global soil 
moisture maps to the high-
est possible accuracy, Powers 
said. 

The Carman region, and 
one other U.S. site in Iowa, are 
where flights are being con-
ducted this summer. 

Carman was chosen as the 
Canadian site because it is one 
of three locations in Canada 
(others are in Kenaston, Sask. 
and Casselman, Ont.) where 
AAFC has installed permanent 
soil moisture monitoring sta-
tions. There are nine located 
on private farms in this region 
of Manitoba, and here as part 
of ongoing research since 2010 
by AAFC to study soil moisture 
conditions. 

This part of Manitoba area 
was initially chosen by AAFC 

because both a wide range of 
soil textures are represented in 
this area, Powers said. 

“To the west of Hwy. 13 
is sand but you just have to 
go a little bit east and you’re 
into the heavier clay soils. It 
has the whole textural range 
of soils on which to do this 
work.”

It’s also an area where farm-
ers grow all the predominant 
agricultural crops, he added. 

NASA approached AAFC 
in 2012 after learning it had 
established this ground-mon-
itoring network, Powers said.

T h e  n e t w o rk  s u p p o r t s 
ongoing AAFC research into 
satellite-derived soil moisture 
from RADARSAT-2, SMAP and 
other satellites. NASA, AAFC 
and other organizations con-
ducted a large field campaign 
in the same area in 2012, when 
NASA flew two aircraft car-
rying radar and radiometer 
instruments over the study 
area while ground crews sam-
pled over 40 fields. 

Over 45,000 soil moisture 
measurements were taken 
along with observations on 
soil  temperature, surface 
roughness and soil structure 
from heavy clays to sandy 

soils. The collected data was 
used to calibrate and validate 
soil moisture retrieval models 
from the SMAP satellite prior 
to its 2015 launch. 

SMAP data is becoming an 
important source of soil mois-
ture data for Canada, Powers 
said. 

Its benefits range from 
improved monitoring of both 
drought and excess moisture 
conditions which can inform 
crop insurance and ongo-
ing government programs, to 
aiding and improving flood 
forecasting. The data will also 
improve scientists’ ability to 
predict weather and develop 
crop productivity models. 

It will also help anticipate 
crop disease by giving crop 
pathologists more information 
to do risk forecasts, Powers 
noted. 

The DC-3 flights depart 
early morning from Winnipeg 
International Airport and will 
be conducting north-south 
passes at both higher and 
lower altitudes around 7 a.m., 
he added.

To learn more about SMAP 
visit:  http://smap.jpl.nasa.gov.

lorraine@fbcpublishing.com 

NASA conducting aerial soil moisture data 
collection over south-central Manitoba 
The NASA aircraft carries a radiometer instrument similar to the one on board  
the Soil Moisture Active Passive (SMAP) satellite launched in 2015

“What the radiometer does is it measures the 
naturally occurring ambient microwave energy 
that’s coming out of the soil.”  

Jarrett Powers
AAFC

On board the DC-3 is an instrument similar to one on NASA’s Soil Moisture Active Passive (SMAP) space satellite launched in 2015.   PHOTO: AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD CANADA

REUTERS/STAFF

No r t h  Da k o t a n s  i n  a 
statewide referendum 
June 14 voted to repeal 

a law enacted last year that 
changed decades of family-
farming rules in the state by 
allowing corporations to own 
and operate dairy and hog 
farms.

Results posted on the North 
Dakota state government web-
site put the unofficial final vote 
count from the ballot measure 
at 98,677 votes for “No” and 
31,679 votes for “Yes.”

“We always believed that the 

people of North Dakota would 
agree that the family farm 
structure is best for our state’s 
economy and our communi-
ties,” Mark Watne, president 
of the North Dakota Farmers 
Union, said in release June 14.

“The results tonight are a 
strong message that the people 
don’t want corporate farming 
in North Dakota.”

The NDFU and other groups 
that collected signatures to put 
the referendum on the ballot 
have said family farmers can-
not compete with large agri-
cultural firms with no ties to 
the communities where they 
operate.

Corporate and foreign con-
trol of U.S. farmland has been 
a hot-button issue in several 
major agricultural states in 
recent years as a multi-year 
commodities boom that began 
in 2007 has attracted non-farm 
investors.

State laws prohibiting cor-
porations and foreign enti-
ties from owning U.S. farm-
land complicated a $4.7-bil-
lion acquisition in 2013 of 
U.S. pork producer Smithfield 
Foods by China’s Shuanghui 
International (all figures US$). 
The deal ultimately closed.

This February, a U.S. dis-
trict judge issued an injunc-

tion barring Nebraska officials 
from enforcing the state’s ban 
on farmland ownership by 
corporations.

The North Dakota groups 
campaigned for a “No” vote 
on the referendum, rejecting 
Senate Bill 2351, which was 
signed into law in March 2015 
by Republican Governor Jack 
Dalrymple.

Supporters of the bill, want-
ing a “Yes” vote, argued dairy 
and pork operations are on the 
decline in the state and can-
not survive without corpora-
tions that can finance expen-
sive equipment and compete 
regionally, according to the Yes 

for Dairies + Pork Producers 
website.

It is one of nine states that 
have laws limiting corporate 
farming,  according to the 
National  Agricultural  Law 
Center.  The North Dakota 
law, which dates to the Great 
Depression, says farming or 
ranching companies must have 
no more than 15 shareholders 
or members who must belong 
to the same family, to a dis-
tance of first cousins.

Senate Bill 2351, supported 
by Governor Dalrymple, was to 
exempt dairy and swine pro-
duction from the corporate 
farming prohibition.

North Dakotans put ‘corporate’ farming to vote
Voters back repeal of a law allowing corporate operation of dairy and hog farms



Time to change

Afew years back, while working as 
a writer for our sister publica-
tion Country Guide, I spoke at 

some length with Saskatchewan-based 
agriculture economist Murray Fulton, 
about how farm policy is typically set 
in Canada. 

He told me that what tends to hap-
pen is something he called “punctuated 
equilibrium” — which is to say that 
Canadian agriculture policy tends to 
reach a state of consensus on a topic, 
then remain there for quite some time. 

Over time, new issues appear, and pressure begins to slowly 
build under the surface. Eventually it begins to bubble up, 
reach a boiling point, then boiling over in a flash of action — 
like the death of the Crow Rate or the move to an open market 
for western wheat and barley. 

He also told me, in his opinion, we were probably at the 
start of the process where the pressure would begin to build 
on supply management. With the benefit of hindsight, he’s 
beginning to appear downright prescient.

There’s little doubt pressure is rising. Various trade agree-
ments threaten to both undermine it and cap future growth. 
Columns in both the farm press and mainstream media 
increasingly take issue with it. Recently Maxime Bernier, a 
Conservative MP from Quebec and candidate for the party’s 
leadership, broke ranks and said it is time to reform the sys-
tem. A pair of University of Manitoba researchers recently 
received a national economics award for a policy paper 
examining the outsize impact supply management has on 
poor households. 

In a nutshell their case states that supply management is 
a regressive tax that rich and poor alike pay at the same rate, 
and the higher prices of basic grocery staples is driving poor 
households to less healthy and wholesome options. 

Drip by drip, the dam is breached, and change now appears 
inevitable — the question is no longer if, but when, how and 
by whose design, in my opinion. 

So far, supply-managed commodity groups have taken 
a fighting stance, battling every perceived threat. It’s cer-
tainly understandable, after all the current system appears 
to have functioned well for them for decades now. But in 
a strategic sense, I believe this is an error. After a while 
policy-makers will just conclude the farmers in question 
are resistant to change and they’ll impose a solution, like it 
or not.

When the punctuation is reached, governments tend to act 
the same no matter the party in power, or the issue at play. 
It can be summed up pretty simply: distract them, rip the 
bandage off and run like hell. It would be nice to think a new 
generation of leaders might actually display leadership, but 
don’t count on it. 

If they won’t, industry will need to, or risk being saddled 
with a deal they’ve had little input on.

I’m not suggesting giving away the farm, of course, and I 
don’t think even the most ardent free market proponents are 
either. The truth is a lot of commodities are subsidized in a lot 
of different ways in a lot of different places. But what makes 
supply management unique is that it’s been singled out as a 
trade-distorting policy and essentially shuts Canada out of 
export markets for commodities, in particular dairy, while 
spinning off unintended consequences at home. 

Agricultural economists Al Mussell, Doug Hedley and 
Kamal Karunagoda examined this in a widely discussed pol-
icy paper, Canadian Dairy Exports: The Knowns, Unknowns, 
and Uncertainties. In it they noted many other countries 
provide both direct and indirect subsidies, but don’t suffer 
the same sort of trade backlash, because of the different way 
those subsidies are viewed. 

In fact, the milk sector looks, to the casual observer, like 
the supply-managed commodity that’s currently under the 
most duress. There’s a well-documented mismatch between 
production and consumer demand that’s resulted in ever-
rising butterfat imports. There’s a thriving grey market in U.S. 
milk solids that are crossing the border by exploiting a poorly 
understood loophole. Our exports are unwelcome because 
of supply management, while at the same time our domestic 
market is opening to dairy imports, suggesting Canadian pro-
ducers are likely to lose out market share with no chance of a 
replacement.

Left unaddressed it will be death by a thousand cuts. Rather 
than sticking their collective heads in the sand and hoping for 
the best, I strongly believe supply-managed producers would 
be best served by having a painful conversation amongst 
themselves. They should be taking a long and hard look at 
what criticisms of the current system might be most valid, 
and attempting to address them.

There’s still plenty of time to take a more proactive 
approach to this situation, and nobody appears to be making 
a case for leaving farmers high and dry, holding the high-
priced bag of quota they just bought.

gord.gilmour@fbcpublishing.com

Farm cash receipts should be 
stable for 2016-17
BY J.P. Gervais
Farm Credit Canada

Here’s some encouraging news.
Farm cash receipts should be rela-

tively stable across all provinces in 
2016-17. Each province combines a different 
mix of crops and livestock products that result 
in varied provincial receipts, but the overall 
trends appear steady. 

There are a number of reasons this is likely to 
be the case. 

Commodity prices show surprising strength.
Canadian crop receipts are projected to 

increase 5.8 per cent in 2016, with a further 3.8 
per cent expected in 2017.

Crop receipts hit their high in 2013, and have 
fallen since with record global production and 
lower consumption. However, production con-
cerns in South America and robust demand 
from biofuel, feed and export markets have 
helped strengthen futures prices of grains and 
oilseeds for 2016-17.

Livestock receipts are expected to decrease 
6.9 per cent in 2016, rebounding in 2017 with a 
2.6 per cent increase.

The overall pricing in livestock sectors is 
projected lower than the 2014-15 trends, but 
remain above historical averages. Cattle prices 
remain historically strong and hog prices are in 
line with their five-year average. The dairy sec-
tor will face revenue pressures, mostly driven 
by low world prices for skim milk powder.

Production continues to trend up.
The strength of the 2016 crop receipts 

is in part due to the size of the 2015 crop. 
Production of canola, corn, and soybeans 
was significantly above each crop’s respective 

five-year averages, and larger than the 2014 
crop. Wheat production has declined, but the 
impact has been offset by increases in other 
crops. Of course, how weather will impact 
2016 production is unknown, so 2016-17 pro-
jections assume average yields for the 2016 
harvests.

With no signs of expansion in the cattle 
industry, Canadian beef production should 
remain flat or slightly down in 2016 and 2017. 
Pork production is projected up slightly (less 
than one per cent growth) while milk produc-
tion is expected to grow slightly in 2016.

A low Canadian dollar helps too.
Most commodity prices are determined in 

the U.S. market, which means a lower loonie 
leads to higher receipts for both crops and 
livestock.

To date in 2016, the loonie has averaged 
US$0.75, slightly lower than its 2015 average 
of US$0.78. Having hit a low of US$0.68 in 
early 2016, it’s expected to stay in the range of 
US$0.75-0.80 for the remainder of 2016.

Stronger farm cash receipts will drive higher 
farm equipment sales in 2017.

Our projections for crop and livestock 
receipts suggest a strong Canadian ag sector. 
Higher farm receipts support both farmland 
values and farm equipment purchases. We’re 
set to release a full report on farm equipment 
sales June 28. 

Keep in mind these projections are sub-
ject to variability and external shocks. Sound 
risk management practices are important, 
even if the 2016-17 pricing forecasts appear 
promising.

J.P. Gervais is the chief economist with Farm Credit 
Canada.

OPINION/EDITORIAL

OUR HISTORY:  June 1898

P erhaps a Case traction engine like this one advertised in 
the June 1898 issue of The Nor-West Farmer will be one 
of the 125 expected at the “Harvesting hope” demonstra-

tion at this year’s Threshermen’s Reunion.
The issue reported that the Department of Agriculture and 

Immigration had issued a bulletin reporting acreage and live-
stock figures for the year. Some of those follow, with 2016 figures 
in brackets. Total acres under crop 2,210,942 (5,245,000 in 
2016). Wheat 1,488,232 (3,010,000). Oats 514,824 (430,000). 
Barley 158,058 (400,000). Beef cattle 7,901 (1,075,300). Milk 
cows 74,773 (44,700).

The issue carried an article of “The Care of Domestic Animals,” 
an instalment of a series of “Leaflets on Nature Study” by 
Professor Plumb of the Indiana Experimental Station. Topics included stabling or shelter, food and feeding, 
watering and gentle treatment.

The article was under the heading of “Reading for farm boys,” but it may not have been suitable for all of 
them. Another brief item cautioned that “A waste of talent sometimes occurs on the farm through keeping the 
boy at home and trying to make a farmer of him when his thought and talent are in some other occupation.

“Not every boy farm born is a born farmer; and while parents find it hard, many times, to see their son leave 
the old home to fit himself for a profession other than agriculture, yet if his talents lie in some other direction it 
is unwise to waste them by tying him to the farm against his will. You may succeed in keeping him on the farm 
but will never make him a first-class farmer.”
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Associate Editor



COMMENT/FEEDBACK

Brexit: ‘Taking farmers for fools’ 
U.K. farmers find themselves torn between their innate conservatism and  
economic interests that may be best served by staying in the EU

BY ALAN GUEBERT

 

W ith electronic ignition, 
fuel injection and more 
computing power than 

the space shuttle, today’s cars and 
trucks never backfire. Our politi-
cians — with less horsepower and 
far less memory — often still do.

The latest may be British Prime 
Minister  David Cameron who, 
during his 2015 re-election cam-
paign, promised British voters a 
referendum on whether the United 
Kingdom (U.K.) should remain in 
or exit out the 28-nation European 
Union (EU).

Back then, the idea looked like 
a winner and, indeed, Cameron’s 
Conservative Party rode it to vic-
t o r y.  Fe w  p u n d i t s ,  h ow e v e r, 
thought British voters would ever 
choose to leave, or “Brexit,” the 
world’s largest democratic union 
and second-largest economy.

Now, however, leaving is a real 
possibility. Recent polls show the 
June 23 referendum neck and neck 
and Cameron’s winning promise 
last year looks like a warm beer 
this year. He had hoped the threat 
of a referendum would force the 
EU to grant the U.K. “special sta-
tus” on tough issues like immigra-
tion and the EU’s costly Common 
Agricultural Policy, or CAP.

It didn’t and, win, lose or draw 
June 23, won’t. But now he — and 
the U.K. — is stuck with something 
no one really wanted.

Caught in the middle are U.K. 
farmers. Like their North American 

counterparts, most are, by birth 
and disposition, political and eco-
nomic conservatives. British jour-
nalist Nigel Farndale, who writes 
for the right-leaning weekly The 
Sp e c t a t o r ,  re c e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d 
U.K. farmers as “TBC, True Blue 
Conservative,” the stiff backbone in 
Cameron’s body politic.

But, noted Farndale in a Feb. 
28 column, “( T )he Brexit debate 
is  leaving our True Blue farm-
ers  deeply  conf l icted.  On the 
one hand, without EU subsidies, 
many of them would go out of 
business. On the other, their Tory 
(Conservative) instincts tell them 
that subsidies are a socialist idea, 
the opposite of free trade, and 
therefore plain wrong.”

Farndale, a former Yorkshire farm 
boy himself, urged farmers to vote 
to leave the EU because it makes 
“financial sense.”

“Just to continue paying farm-
ers the same (CAP) subsidy as they 
are getting now,” he explained, 
“would cost the British taxpayer 

half as much, because, at present, 
we pay £6 billion (US$8.5 billion) a 
year into the CAP, but our farmers 
get only £3 billion (US$4.3 billion) 
back.”

As such, he added, “British farm-
ers are effectively subsidizing their 
competitors: the French, by far 
the biggest beneficiary of the CAP, 
receive three times as much.”

Few things fire up U.K. farmers 
more than the idea that French 
far mers  are  gett ing the upper 
hand in anything. Farndale’s math, 
though, failed to stoke indignation 
in the English countryside. On June 
14, Farmers Weekly, the respected 
U.K. ag publication, released poll 
results that showed 46 per cent of 
“those questioned said the inter-
ests of British agriculture would be 
best served by the U.K. remaining 
in the EU, while more than one-
third (35.5 per cent) indicated it 
would be better to leave.”

The reason U.K. farmers would 
vote to stay in the EU, noted the 
magazine, is that “only 17.1 per 

cent” of farmers polled thought 
financial “support for farming” 
— today’s CAP payment level — 
“would remain at broadly similar 
levels in the event of Brexit, while 
44.5 per cent thought it  would 
not...”

In short, U.K. farmers may be 
“conservative” in name and ide-
ology but, thank you very much, 
they’re not trading their rock-solid 
EU subsidies for vague promises of 
equal payments from London.

Liberal politicians and left-lean-
ing U.K. farm leaders agree; all say 
that tomorrow’s bird-in-hand EU 
subsidies will be worth far more 
than today’s cheap talk by London’s 
squawking crows.

O r,  a s  re p o r t e d  by  Fa r m e r s 
Weekly ,  “Former NFU (National 
Farmers Union) president Sir Peter 
Kendall, who is campaigning for 
the U.K. to remain part of the EU, 
said, ‘leave’ campaigners were ‘tak-
ing farmers for fools.’” 

Well, someone is going to look 
foolish after the Brexit vote June 
23 and, if the growing “leave” trend 
continues, that someone will be 
Conservative Party Leader David 
Cameron and his ah-we’re-not-
ready-to-leave conservative farm 
backers.

Farmers might take note because 
sometime — and maybe that some-
time is 2016 — you get exactly what 
you ask for even when you weren’t 
serious when you asked.

The Farm and Food File is pub-
lished weekly through the U.S. and 
Canada.  www.far mandfoodfi le.
com.
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BY KAREN BRAUN
BELGRADE, SERBIA/Reuters

Se r b i a  i s  a l re a d y  a n 
important player on the 
Black Sea grain market, 

but the country may not be 
reaching its full potential.

Corn is the key export for 
the former Yugoslav coun-
try, and the GMO-free qual-
ity of  the grain captures 
buyer interest.

Just l ike their counter-
parts anywhere in the world, 
Serbian farmers have their 
set of hardships that holds 
them back. But state pol-
icy specifically limits the 
domestic industry and is 
leading to an underutiliza-
tion of the country’s fertile 
soils.

Two of the major setbacks 
f o r  S e r b i a n  a g r i c u l t u r e 
are the government poli-
cies regarding land leas-
ing and subsidies.  These 
policies also make the uni-
versal struggle of weather 
more threatening to local 
farmers. 

Inside Serbia, the senti-
ment is unanimous — state 
policies are far from ideal.

The Balkan country has 

the potential  to increase 
its presence greatly on the 
Black Sea market — and if 
Belgrade opts to change the 
policies,  competit ion on 
the Black Sea grain market 
could really crank up.

Of the 2.2 million hectares 
devoted to grain and oilseed 
crops in Serbia, about 25 per 
cent is government owned. 
This makes the state the 
largest single owner of farm-
land in the country.

Farmers are able to lease 
state land for one to three 
years,  depending on the 
region, and this is where the 
problem lies.

Soils are delicate and have 
to be taken care of. It can 
take many years of specific 
crop rotat ions and land 
management to “groom” the 
soils to optimize nutrient 
intake and maximize yields.

But if farmers are unsure 
whether they will be farm-
ing the same fields in the 
following year, then they are 
less inclined to invest fully 
in all of the proper inputs, 
especially when resources 
are tight.

Farmers are not motivated 
to take care of government 
land as they would their 

own land, and this makes 
government-owned farm-
land of lower quality than 
privately owned land.

This policy is a headache 
for farmers.  Those inter-
viewed by Reuters said the 
leasing period is  far  too 
short, and that even a cou-
ple of  extra years  might 
make a difference.

Either way, it is clear that 
if proper land management 
practices could be employed 
on 100 per cent of Serbian 
cropland, yields could be 
noticeably higher, especially 
given the fertile black soils 
in the country’s core Grain 
Belt.

As for  the other major 
issue, government subsi-
dies, the Serbian govern-
ment offers subsidies, but 
judging by the terms and 
conditions, the effort might 
best be saved.

Belgrade pays farmers just 
32.5 euros (C$47.29) per 
hectare, but only to those 
who farm 20 hectares of 
land or less. Not only are 
there few farmers who oper-
ate on such a small amount 
of land, but the payout is 
essentially a drop in the 
bucket.

The current cost per hec-
tare to rent farmland in the 
fertile Vojvodina region is 
generally between 100 and 
500 euros per year depend-
ing on soil quality and crop 
prices. Purchase prices cur-
rently run between 6,000 
and 8,000 euros per hectare.

One farmer said his cost 
to plant wheat was around 
400 euros per hectare this 
year, not including machin-
ery. And wheat is cheaper to 
sow than corn, Serbia’s main 
cash crop. It is not hard to 
see that the 32.5 euros cover 
approximately nothing.

The primary effect of this 
policy is that farmers can be 
financially crippled in the 
event of a major yield loss, 
but the land-leasing pro-
gram and lack of subsidies 
prevent farmers from mak-
ing bigger investments that 
would allow for higher pro-
ductivity and better protec-
tion against losses.

Lack of financial assist-
ance from the state could 
have negative long-term 
effects on domestic agricul-
ture, as it may also be pre-
venting future generations 
of Serbs from participating. 
Farming is a risky business 

in general, but where there 
are fewer cushions there is 
less incentive.

Se r b i a n  f a r m e r s  ov e r-
whelmingly told Reuters 
last week that weather is 
the main factor that threat-
ens their operations. This is 
true in most countries, but 
the state policies raise the 
weather risk in Serbia.

With vir tual ly  no pad-
ding from subsidies, farm-
ers cannot afford to take a 
hit to yield, no matter how 
small. But the big hits can 
be devastating.

In 2012, drought gripped 
G r a i n  B e l t s  a c r o s s  t h e 
Northern Hemisphere and 
Serbia was hit particularly 
hard. Many Serbian farmers 
are still suffering financially 
from the 2012 season. 

W e a t h e r  w i l l  n e v e r 
cease to threaten agricul-
ture in Serbia or anywhere 
else. However, changes to 
Belgrade’s leasing and sub-
sidy programs would off-
load a great deal of risk from 
the farmers, who would not 
have to fear the weather as 
much as they do today.

Karen Braun is a Reuters market 
analyst.

Serbia harbours big potential for Black Sea grain market
Government policies are preventing the area from reaching its full capacity as a grain grower and exporter

“Just to continue paying farmers the same (CAP) subsidy 
as they are getting now would cost the British taxpayer 
half as much, because, at present, we pay £6 billion (US$8.5 
billion) a year into the CAP, but our farmers get only £3 
billion (US$4.3 billion) back.”

Nigel Farndale
British journalist
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“The message we want to get 
across is, based on our stud-
ies, it doesn’t work. There have 
been studies done in the U.S. 
and other places too. It doesn’t 
work. And one of the reasons 
it doesn’t work... is economics. 
I haven’t seen a single study 
honestly that shows double 
applications of fungicides and 
early applications, et cetera, 
result in an economic benefit 
because it doesn’t.”

Farmers shouldn’t rely just 
on fungicides, but also use 
other  agronomic tools  to 
reduce the disease threats, 
including growing disease-
resistant varieties and rotating 
crops, Fernandez said.

Using fungicides  at  the 
wrong time or when unneces-
sary just speeds up the selec-
tion of fungicide-resistant 
pathogens, she warned.

“We know what kind of trou-

ble we are in right now with 
a lot of herbicide resistance,” 
Fernandez added.

Monitoring crops is impor-
tant too. If leaf spot diseases 
are at low levels, farmers might 
be able to wait until they spray 
at the early-flowering stage to 
suppress fusarium head blight, 
a fungal disease that cuts yield 
and quality.

“Any application earl ier 
than flag leaf we showed that 
it could be detrimental and 
it is not worth it,” Fernandez 
said. “But also people need to 
remember the leaf that con-
tributes most to yield is the 
flag leaf. So what you need to 
do is protect the flag leaf there-
fore you need to apply it at 
flag-leaf emergence.” 

Fernandez and May looked 
at the impact of single and 
double fungicide applications 
at flag-leaf emergence and the 
flowering stage. They found 
applying fungicides boosted 

yield, but also caused more 
black point and red smudge, 
resulting in lower grades.

A single and double fungi-
cide application increased 
yields by 4.3 and 8.5 per 
cent, respectively. However, 
an application at either flag-
leaf elongation or flowering 
showed a 47 per cent increase 
in black point versus no fun-
gicide use.  The incidence 
jumped by 76 per cent for dou-
ble applications.

Red smudge increased by 17 
and 57 per cent with a single 
and double fungicide applica-
tion, respectively, “which rein-
forces that fungicides should 
only be applied when neces-
sary and at the right time,” 
AAFC said in a news release.

“ T h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f 
increased kernel discoloura-
tion as a result of fungicide 
application agrees with results 
observed in previous AAFC 
studies... as well as those done 

at the Indian Head Agricultural 
Research Foundation (IHARF).”

Fernandez has some theories 
why yields and kernel diseases 
increased with early and fre-
quent fungicide use. Applying 
a fungicide results in bigger 
kernels, hence more yield. 
Bigger kernels push out the 
glumes around the kernel.

“When you do that it’s fair 
game for any pathogen in the 
air to infect the crop so it is 
less protected in a way,” she 
said.

“The fungicide could also kill 
the good guys — the organisms 
on the glume surface that are 
protecting the kernel.”

Fungicides are an effective 
tool for controlling leaf spots 
in wheat, but farmers need 
to know when to use them, 
Fernandez said.

“We are not telling people 
‘do not apply the fungicide,’ 
but be aware of what the con-
sequences are,” she said. “Just 

because you bought the fungi-
cide cheap or you have a fancy 
sprayer you want to use that’s 
not a reason. And then there 
is the issue of fungicide resist-
ance that we are all worried 
about.”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

FUNGICIDE Continued from page 1
 “The effect of the 
fungicide does not 
carry over to later 
growth stages. So 
if you apply it early 
on I’m sorry, you’re 
going to have to 
apply it later again 
(if the infection 
warrants it).”

Myriam Fernandez

Both farmers and grain com-
panies say extended interswitch-
ing has stimulated railway com-
petition.

“This provides an element of 
competition between major rail-
ways and has emerged as an ef-
fective tool in establishing more 
competitive rates and service 
levels,” the Canadian Canola 
Growers Association said in a 
news release. 

As of May, more than 2,900 
rail cars moved via interswitch-
ing, Wade Sobkowich, executive 
director of the Western Grain 
Elevator Association, said in an 
interview.

Eighteen hundred cars from 
elevators on the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway (CP) were moved 
by Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe (BNSF), he said. BNSF moved 
1,100 cars from elevators on the 
Canadian National Railway. And 
CP moved four cars from CN 
lines.

“By  giving  shippers  some 
choice it effectively turns a mo-
nopoly into a duopoly in many 
cases and a duopoly is better 
than a monopoly when it comes 
to trying to get better rates and 
service,” Sobkowich said.

Just the threat of interswitch-
ing helps grain companies nego-
tiate better rail rates and service, 
he added.

The Canadian Oilseed Proces-
sors Association (COPA) com-
mended the government’s ac-
tion and said interswitching was 
especially important to its mem-
bers — companies that crush 
oilseeds to produce vegetable oil 
and meal.

The  Keystone  Agricultural 
Producers (KAP), Canadian Fed-
eration  of  Agriculture  (CFA), 
Agricultural Producers of Sas-
katchewan (APAS) and Ca-
nadian Canola  Growers  As-
sociation, also welcomed the 
extension.

“It is another step forward,” 
KAP president Dan Mazier said 
in an interview. “But we don’t 
want to lose momentum.”

Rail service is essential for 
farmers to get their product to 
customers, he added.

“You can put all the trade deals 
together you want, but if we 
don’t have anybody taking grain 
to market it is all for naught.”

Canadian National and Cana-
dian Pacific railways opposed 

the  extension,  saying  grain 
shipping will improve with less 
regulation, not more. Both have 
noted new grain movement re-
cords were set since the backlog, 
which they blamed mainly on a 
record harvest and colder-than-
average winter.

In April the government prom-
ised a one-year extension, but 
with House of Commons to rise 
for a summer break, farmers and 
shippers weren’t prepared to re-
lax until the motion passed, as it 
did, first in the Senate and then 
in the Commons unanimously, 
June 16.

While Aug. 1, 2017 is a long 
way off, it takes time to get pro-

posed legislation into law. That’s 
why farmers and shippers vow to 
keep the pressure a permanent 
fix.

“This is the most important is-
sue the Western Grain Elevator 
Association (WGEA) has worked 
on in recent years,” Sobkowich 
said. “We will continue to ad-
vocate for fairness and balance 
in the rail freight system so that 
we can have some certainty in 
bringing our product to market 
for the benefit of the entire in-
dustry — grain handlers, farm-
ers and the Canadian economy. 
We are going to continue to do 
that until we succeed.”

The WGEA and farm groups 
claim CN and CP are monopo-
lies that don’t have to invest in 
increased shipping capacity be-
cause grain shippers are captive. 
They want regulations mimick-
ing a competitive market.

To that end the WGEA has five 
recommendations:
•	 Make  160-kilometre  inter-
switching permanent.
• 	 Make  rail  service  demand 
driven not supply driven. 
•	 Make railways subject to pen-
alties, as grain shippers are now, 
for failing to meet service re-
quirements.
•	 Give the Canadian Transpor-
tation Agency the authority to 
investigate railway service on its 
own and issue orders in urgent 
situations. 

•	 Set aside discussions on freight 
rates until service and account-
ability issues are resolved.

These   measures   require 
amendments  to  the  Canada 
Transportation Act, now under 
review.

Meanwhile,  the  Canadian 
Transportation  Agency,  which 
handles disputes between rail-
ways and grain shippers, has de-
layed until next year a review of 
its rail freight regulations, which 
should be germane to the deci-
sion on the grain transport pro-
tections.

During a Commons debate of 
extending the provisions Liberal 
MP Vince Badawey said the rail 
system in Western Canada “has 
fully recovered from the chal-
lenges of the winter of 2013-
14 and a healthy grain crop is 
moving well through the sup-
ply chain this crop year.” As of 
the end of April 2016, western 
grain shipments totalled almost 
34 million tonnes‚ five per cent 
higher than at the same time 
last year, he said. Shipments out 
of western ports to export des-
tinations exceeded 27 million 
tonnes, up seven per cent.

The improved performance 
sets the stage for considering 
“the best approach to ensuring 
optimal performance over the 
long term.”

Former Conservative agricul-
ture minister Gerry Ritz, who 

was the main driver behind the 
fair rail bill, said the extension 
“gives us some breathing space.” 
He also said it’s important to 
“keep the lens on the railways to 
ensure they measure up.”

“CN is fulfilling its obligations 
about 80 per cent of the time 
and CP is at a dismal 60 to 62 
per cent, even with all the other 
commodities down,” he said. 
“A lot more work needs to be 
done.” 

Service  problems  were  “a 
question of engines and crews.” 
Shippers should have the ability 
to impose service failure penal-
ties on the railways, he said.

NDP MP Linda Duncan chid-
ed the Liberals and Conserva-
tives for not making the mea-
sures permanent. 

“Why are we making the farm-
ers go through this again, wait-
ing right to when it is about to 
expire, and then only to get an-
other year? For this coming year, 
Canadian grains and pulses will 
potentially reach markets in a 
timely manner,” she said. “This 
is critical to provide expanded 
options for producers to access 
markets, thereby making grain 
sales more competitive. Howev-
er, as grain producers have ad-
vised, they require longer-term 
solutions than just a one-year 
extension.”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

SHIPPING Continued from page 1

Grain shippers say the now-extended temporary measures have stimulated competition within the system where before none existed.   PHOTO: CPR

“By giving shippers 
some choice it 
effectively turns 
a monopoly into a 
duopoly in many 
cases and a duopoly 
is better than a 
monopoly when it 
comes to trying to 
get better rates and 
service.” 

Wade Sobkowich
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Love of farming spurs him on 
despite repeated flooding
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A glimpse of 
the future
What climate change might  
mean for you » PG 18

BY shANNoN VANrAes
Co-operator staff

W e have smart phones, 
smart cars and even 
smart fridges. Now, 

Allan Campbell is preparing to 
launch the smart beehive.

“We are still in the prototype 
phase, but we hope to have the 
first ones out this summer. So 
far it hasn’t left the lab yet,” said 
the co-owner of Durston Honey 
Farms and president of the Man-
itoba Beekeepers Association.

Hives to go 
high tech
A so-called smart 
beehive could change 
how apiarists manage 
their colonies and treat 
mites

See BEEHIVE on page 6 »  

BY lAurA rANCe
Co-operator Editor (with files from Reuters)

Plants modified using the contro-
versial gene editing technology 
known as CRISPR/Cas-9 won’t 

be sailing past regulatory scrutiny to 
the marketplace in Canada as they 
currently do in the U.S.

While the U.S. regulatory system 
has determined plants developed 
using CRISPR are not GMOs and 
therefore do not fall under the regu-
latory process, Canada takes a much 
broader approach to assessing new 
plant-modification technology.

“In Canada the approach to the 
regulatory oversight is based on the 
novelty of the product rather than 
the means of development,” said 
Cindy Pearson, national manager of 
the Plant Biosafety Office with the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency.

“If there is a new trait in there, then 
it would trigger the need for a pre-
market assessment.”

Since it was developed in the mid-
1990s to deal with the first geneti-
cally modified crops in the pipeline, 
the federal government’s Plants with 
Novel Traits regulatory process has 
been applied to plants produced 
through biotechnology or genetic 
engineering as well as conventional 
breeding techniques.

Canada to regulate 
CRISPR technology
The gene editing tool may not produce GMO products,  
but they will be considered ‘novel’

See CRISPR on page 6 »  
PHOTO: THinksTOck
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SNEAK PEEK  | TECH ON DISPLAY AT 
FARM PROGRESS SHOW P23

BY BARB GLEN
LETHBRIDGE BUREAU

OTTAWA — Cherilyn Nagel, a 
grain farmer and agricultural advo-
cate from Mossbank, Sask., used to 
dismiss consumer concerns about 
farming practices.

She thought earning public trust 
was unimportant and there was 
no value in providing credible 
information about farming to 
Canadians. 

Farmers had other things to think 
about, Nagel told those at the May 
31-June 1 Public Trust Summit.

“Farmers are too damn busy to 
care about what Joe Consumer 
thinks about what we farm and how 
we farm it,” she said to an audience 
temporarily stunned into silence.

“We’re growing food and we’re 
adopting challenging new tech-
nologies that take innovation to an 
unimaginable level. Farmers are 
under enormous pressure to main-
tain our operations, diversify our 
farms and even more pressure to 
maintain these farms that are three, 
four and five generations.

BY SEAN PRATT
SASKATOON NEWSROOM

CESME, Turkey — The two larg-
est buyers of Canadian lentils in 
Turkey say there is significant risk 
that trade will come to a grinding 
halt if a looming issue is not quickly 
resolved.

Turkey has zero tolerance for ship-
ments contaminated with unap-
proved genetically modified crops.

T h e  i m p o r t e r s  s ay  Tu rk i s h 
authorities could easily reject a red 
lentil shipment for containing GM 
canola dust, and that would be the 
beginning of the end of $375 mil-
lion in annual trade with Canada’s 
second largest lentil customer.

Abdullah Ozdemir, general man-
ager of the Arbel Group, a subsid-
iary of AGT Food and Ingredients 
and Turkey’s largest importer of 
Canadian lentils, said the strict 
policy poses significant risk to 
importers and exporters.

“This is now a headache in Tur-
key. The ministry of agriculture is 
making problems,” he said through 
an interpreter.

GM FOODS

Turkey’s GM 
intolerance 
could halt 
lentil trade

SEE GM INTOLERANCE, PAGE 5 »

CONSUMER OPINIONS

Why farmers should care 
what consumers think
Building strong trust with consumers is critical to the success of modern farming

SEE FARMERS SHOULD CARE, PAGE 4 »
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By Marianne StaMM

There’s a new pest heading 
north in Alberta and it’s 
moving fast. Although a reg-
ular in southern Alberta and 

southern Saskatchewan, the pea leaf 
weevil has now been sighted as far 
north as Athabasca, Alberta. “There’s 
been a real range expansion,” says 
Scott Meers, insect management spe-
cialist with Alberta Agriculture. “It’s a 
concerning issue for the Highway 2 
corridor in Alberta. We’ve seen some 
very significant numbers, especially 
in the Red Deer and Lacombe area.”

As damage from the pea leaf weevil 
can be up to 20 percent of crop yield, 
it’s worth taking note of this insect. 
According to Meers, the best chemi-
cal control practice is insecticide seed 
treatment so farmers would be wise to 
inform themselves now of the risk to 
their fields. 

the life of the pea weevil

The adult pea leaf weevil emerges 
from its winter habitat of ditches, 

shelterbelts or perennial legume 
fields in late April/early May. It 
begins feeding on available legumi-
nous greens and then moves into 
pea or fava bean fields to repro-
duce. The pea leaf weevil is a five 
millimetre, slender, greyish-brown 
insect with a short snout. Three 
light-coloured stripes run along its 
abdomen. It’s not an easy insect 
to spot, as it drops to the ground 
on approach, where it’s hard to 
see. Evidence of its presence comes 
from crescent-shaped notches on 
pea leaves. 

It’s not the feeding of the adult 
pea leaf weevils that causes enough 
damage for economic concern. 
The problem is the larvae that 
develop and feed on the nitrogen-
fixing nodules of the pulse plant, 
the Rhizobium. The soft C-shaped, 
white-coloured larvae with a brown 
head will feed on the nodules for up 
to six weeks, sometimes completely 
destroying them. Without these 
nitrogen-producing nodules, the 
plant is weakened, is less drought 
tolerant and produces less seed.

 “It’s not so critical in high organic 
soils, if the soil produces lots of 
nitrogen,” Meers says. Should farm-
ers then place more nitrogen with 
their pea seed? Meers thinks that 
would be contradictory, as peas are 
usually planted for improved soil 
fertility. “The implications of the pea 
leaf weevil are for this crop and the 
next one too — it’s more subtle,” 
Meers says. Farmers should consider 
that when thinking about pea leaf 
weevil control. The economic ben-
efits of a healthy pulse crop extend 
past the current year. 

The pea leaf weevil is one of the 
longest living insects. A female pea 
leaf weevil lays up to 1,500 eggs over 
a period of three months. Although 
there is only one generation per year 
in Alberta, that generation often sur-
vives the emergence of the next gen-
eration, one year later. The insect is 
an extremely good flyer, easily cover-
ing several kilometres. “The pea leaf 
weevil has a strong ability to increase 
in numbers,” Meers says. 

 

Volume 42, Number 11 | MAY 17, 2016 $4.25

PRACT ICAL  PRODUCT ION  T I PS  FOR  THE  PRA IR I E  FARMER  www.grainews.ca

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069240
wheat & Chaff  ..................  2

features  ............................  5

Crop advisor’s Casebook   6

Columns  ...........................  12

Machinery & Shop ............  20

Cattleman’s Corner  ..........  26

farmlife  ............................  31

In This Issue

graSShopperS are BaCk 
 Dilia narDuzzi  page 7

SavingS froM traCkS?
scott garvey  page 23

» Continued on page 4

PEA 
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Be ready to scout your fields. 
This pest is headed north
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Here are six ways to manage pea leaf 
weevil, as listed on the Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry website. 
1.  Plant early to maximize yields 

and potentially escape the weevil  
in cold springs. 

2.  No-till cropping systems, integrated pest 
management systems and good crop 
rotations are recommended. 

3.  Use inoculants and adequate levels of 
fertilizer to maximize crop yields. 

4.  Registered seed treatments are 
recommended if high populations of pea 
leaf weevil were in the area the year before. 

5.  Trap crops can be planted along 
field borders in the fall or early spring. 
If warranted, spray trap crops with  
a registered insecticide to control pea 
leaf weevils before they move into the 
main crop. 

6.  Scout for pea leaf weevils as soon as peas 
emerge and continue up to the sixth node 
growth stage.   †

Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

crescent-shaped notches 
on pea leaves are 

evidence of the presence 
of pea leaf weevils.
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Here are six ways to manage pea leaf 
weevil, as listed on the Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry website. 
1.  Plant early to maximize yields 

and potentially escape the weevil  
in cold springs. 

2.  No-till cropping systems, integrated pest 
management systems and good crop 
rotations are recommended. 

3.  Use inoculants and adequate levels of 
fertilizer to maximize crop yields. 

4.  Registered seed treatments are 
recommended if high populations of pea 
leaf weevil were in the area the year before. 

5.  Trap crops can be planted along 
field borders in the fall or early spring. 
If warranted, spray trap crops with  
a registered insecticide to control pea 
leaf weevils before they move into the 
main crop. 

6.  Scout for pea leaf weevils as soon as peas 
emerge and continue up to the sixth node 
growth stage.   

Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry
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BY BARB GLEN
LETHBRIDGE BUREAU

OTTAWA — Cherilyn Nagel, a 
grain farmer and agricultural advo-
cate from Mossbank, Sask., used to 
dismiss consumer concerns about 
farming practices.

She thought earning public trust 
was unimportant and there was 
no value in providing credible 
information about farming to 
Canadians. 

Farmers had other things to think 
about, Nagel told those at the May 
31-June 1 Public Trust Summit.

“Farmers are too damn busy to 
care about what Joe Consumer 
thinks about what we farm and how 
we farm it,” she said to an audience 
temporarily stunned into silence.

“We’re growing food and we’re 
adopting challenging new tech-
nologies that take innovation to an 
unimaginable level. Farmers are 
under enormous pressure to main-
tain our operations, diversify our 
farms and even more pressure to 
maintain these farms that are three, 
four and five generations.

Why farmers should care 
what consumers think
Building strong trust with consumers is critical to the success of modern farming

SEE FARMERS SHOULD CARE, PAGE 4 »
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Here are six ways to manage pea leaf 
weevil, as listed on the Alberta Agriculture 

  Plant early to maximize yields 
and potentially escape the weevil  

  No-till cropping systems, integrated pest 
management systems and good crop 
rotations are recommended. 

  Use inoculants and adequate levels of 
fertilizer to maximize crop yields. 

  Registered seed treatments are 
recommended if high populations of pea 
leaf weevil were in the area the year before. 

  Trap crops can be planted along 
field borders in the fall or early spring. 
If warranted, spray trap crops with  
a registered insecticide to control pea 
leaf weevils before they move into the 

  Scout for pea leaf weevils as soon as peas 
emerge and continue up to the sixth node 

Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

crescent-shaped notches 
on pea leaves are 

evidence of the presence 
of pea leaf weevils.
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reSCuInG eQuIne 
eVaCueeS
Horses and pets weren’t forgotten as wildfires 
swept through the Fort McMurray region  » PG 2

mISSInG THe  
Value-aDDeD boaT
Everyone wants more agri-food processing, 
but there’s a lack of action, say experts  » PG 3

Down cycle — cattle proDucers face tougher times  } page 15

By JENNIFER BLAIR
AF stAFF

A group of cattle ranchers is 
suing the U.s. Department 
of Agriculture, claiming 

their checkoff dollars are being 
used to promote Canadian and 
other imported beef.

the Ranchers-Cattlemen Action 
Legal Fund, United stockgrowers of 
America — best known as R-CALF 
— also claims imported beef is “less 
safe and less wholesome.”

But the lawsuit filed earlier this 
month is “a fairly typical R-CALF 
action, accompanied by pretty 
typical R-CALF rhetoric,” said 

r-CalF lawsuit 
takes aim at  
Canadian beef
Protectionist ranchers’ 
group says checkoffs 
promote ‘less safe and less 
wholesome’ imported beef

sEE R-CALF } page 6

By ALEXIs KIENLEN
AF stAFF

C onsumers are demanding 
sustainable beef and many 
want it sooner rather than 

later.
that’s a key lesson from the 

Earls Restaurant controversy — 
and evidence producers need to 
change their thinking, say experts.

“the first thing the cattle indus-
try has to do is stop believing that 
there is no money to be made with 
niche markets. there is money to 
be made,” said sylvain Charlebois, 
one of Canada’s most well-known 
experts on the food industry.

“the second thing the industry 
has to do is come up with a strat-
egy. Define what sustainable beef 
means and execute a strategy as 
quickly as possible.”

Earls’ controversial (and since 
reversed) decision to source Cer-
tified Humane beef from the U.s. 
shows that consumer trends move 
quickly — but the beef indus-
try has trouble keeping up, said 
Charlebois, dean of the faculty of 

new mInDSeT neeDeD? 
earls is just the ‘tip of the iceberg’
Consumers are starting to call the tune about how cattle are raised,  
and the sector needs to respond, say industry observers

sEE BEEF } page 6

cattle prices have ‘just one direction to go’ and that’s why producers should be embracing niche 
markets for natural or ‘certified humane’ beef, says hanna rancher colleen Biggs.  
PHOTO: TK RANCH

Canada to regulate 
CRISPR technology
The gene editing tool may not produce GMO products,  
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BY SEAN PRATT
SASKATOON NEWSROOM

CESME, Turkey — The two larg-
est buyers of Canadian lentils in 
Turkey say there is significant risk 
that trade will come to a grinding 
halt if a looming issue is not quickly 
resolved.

Turkey has zero tolerance for ship-
ments contaminated with unap-
proved genetically modified crops.

T h e  i m p o r t e r s  s ay  Tu rk i s h 
authorities could easily reject a red 
lentil shipment for containing GM 
canola dust, and that would be the 
beginning of the end of $375 mil-
lion in annual trade with Canada’s 
second largest lentil customer.

Abdullah Ozdemir, general man-
ager of the Arbel Group, a subsid-
iary of AGT Food and Ingredients 
and Turkey’s largest importer of 
Canadian lentils, said the strict 
policy poses significant risk to 
importers and exporters.

“This is now a headache in Tur-
key. The ministry of agriculture is 
making problems,” he said through 
an interpreter.

lentil trade

SEE GM INTOLERANCE, PAGE 5 
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FROm OVER

USED HARVEST EQUIP
0% 30 MON USED COMBINES

NH CR8090,2013,400sep,dsp,gps ................................$350,000
NH CR8090,2012,625sep hrs,gps .................................$300,000
NH CR8.9 2015 combine choice of 2 ......................... coming in
NH CR7090 2013 combine choice of 2 ...................... coming in
NH CR9060, 2008,940 sep hr .......................................$175,000
NH CR9080,2011,950 sep hr ........................................$265,000
NH CR9070,2010,950 sep hr ........................................$215,000
NH CX8090, 2007,1850 sep hr .....................................$175,000
NH CX8080,2012,730 sep hr ........................................$265,000
NH TR95 combine ...........................................................$10,000
CIH 2188,1997,2350sep hrs ...........................................$49,500
CIH 2188,1996,3000 hrs .................................................$45,000

NH 840CD-30 like new,crossauger ................................$64,500
NH 840CD-30, header height .........................................$59,500

USED TRACTORS
0% 36 MON USED 4WD TRACTORS

NH T9.450HD,2013,2250hrs,1000pto ...........................$250,000
NH T7.235,2260hrs,ldr,3pt,2013 ...................................$131,000
NH T7.235,2575hrs,ldr3pt,2013 ...................................$129,500
NH T7.200,1650hrs,ldr,3pt,2013 ...................................$129,500
NH T6.150 Deluxe,650hrs,ldr,2012 ...............................$115,500
CIH STX375,6100hrs,PS,Leon blade .............................$129,500
CIH Puma 140,1000hrs,PS,2012 ...................................$110,000
CIH 9270,6300hrs,PS,20.8R42 duals ..............................$65,000
CIH 9370 5000hrs,PTO,new tires,std ..............................$85,000
JD 9320,2004,4200hrs,24spd .......................................$165,000

JD 9100,1999,1775hrs,12 speed ..................................$115,000
Steiger Panther 1000, PS, 14’ blade ...............................$58,500

USED SWATHERS
NH H8040-30’, 2 roto shears, Trimble easy pilot, 2013.410hrs $129,500
NH M130-30’ swather,2 roto shears, auto steer .........$149,000
Macdon M150-30’,2RS,canola roller,2011,850hrs,(2 ...$115,000
Macdon M155-25’,2012, auto steer, 2 RS, canola roller ..$125,000
Westward 7000-25’ 1992 ...............................................$10,000
Westward 3020-25’ pto swather,pur ...............................$7,500

USED SPRAYERS
NH SP275F-120,2011,1450hr .......................................$265,000
NH SF365F-120’,1600gal,loaded ..................................$459,000
Flexicoil S65XL-130’ boom sprayer..................................$9,500                                                           

(403)546-3814 www.lindenag.com (403)263-4688
Sales Manager - Ken Toews 888-8109 (cell) 546-2634 (res) • Ian Anhorn 888-8121 (cell) 631-2260 (res) • Kevin Helmer 373-5554 • Andy Nelson 588-4355

Linden Agri-Centre Ltd.

$110,000

2015 Degelman M34 Manure 
Spreader, Good cond.,  

770925

$26,500

2009 New Holland BR7090 
Round Baler, Good cond., 

twine/net, 2m pickup

753987

$29,500

2009 Case IH RB564 
Round Baler, Good cond., 

Twine,4500bales

743809

$119,500

2014 New Holland BB340S 
Square Baler - Large, 
14000hrs, Good cond.

740209

$355,000

2013 New Holland CR8090 
Combine, 575hrs,

Good cond., Leather, GPS

740601

$179,000

2008 New Holland CR9060 
Combine, 1030hrs,

Excellent cond.

519766

$269,500

2012 New Holland CX8080 
Combine, 900hrs,

Good cond.

739624

$265,000

2011 New Holland CR9080, 
1150hrs, 480HP, Good cond., 

GPS, MAV chopper

740600

$45,000

1996 Case IH 2188
Combine, 3040hrs,

Good cond.,  

748911

$118,500

2012 MacDon M155 Wind-
rower/Swather, 600hrs, 
D60-30’,1 Roto shear

732829

$269,000

2011 New Holland SP275F, 
1445hrs, 275HP, std & fl otation 

tires,1600 gal SS, Trimble, dividers

743446

$459,000

2013 New Holland SP365F, 
235hrs, 365HP, central infl ation, 

pin point, 4 wheel str, ext war, ldd

770511

$45,000

2009 New Holland S1070, 
Good cond., screens, ISO, 

boom height

736427

$150,000

2012 New Holland P2060/P1060, 
Good cond., 70’, 10”, 4.5”, steel, 
Stealth, TBH, D/S, 16000 acres. 

743463

$375,000

2015 New Holland T9.530HD, 
815hrs, 470HP, 800-38 Michelin, 

1000PTO, 2 hyd pumps, luxury cab

773696

$129,500

2013 New Holland T7.200, 
MFD, 1640hrs, 130HP, 840TL 

loader, 4 mech remotes, 3 point

704663

$131,500

2013 New Holland T7.235, MFD, 
2260hrs, 155HP, Good cond., ldr, 

3 pt, suspended cab, 4 hyd

705710

$29,500

2012 New Holland Workmas-
ter 55 Tractor, 300hrs, 55HP, 

Excellent cond.

770926

IN STOCK: FARM KING RAKES & BALE WAGONS; GRASSHOPPER MOWERS

*For commercial use only. Offer subject to credit 
qualifi cation and approval by CNH Industrial Capital 
Canada Ltd. See your New Holland dealer for details and 
eligibility requirements. CNH Industrial Capital Canada 

Ltd. standard terms and conditions will apply. Depending on model, a down payment may 
be required. Offer good through June 30, 2016, at participating New Holland dealers in 
Canada. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or 
attachments not included in price. © 2016 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. All rights 
reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in the United States and many 
other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affi liates. 
CNH Industrial Capital is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned 
by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affi liates.

Call, click or text us with your subscriber number 
and email address. We’ll send you a digital edition 
of your publication to read on your tablet, pc or 
mobile, throughout any postal service interruption. 

To pick up a print edition, visit www.farmpapers.ca or email 
customerservice@farmmedia.com for a list of locations near you

Text ‘deliver’ toll free 
to 844-884-6836

Call toll free 1-800-665-1362

Go to www.farmpapers.ca
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NH TR95 combine ...........................................................$10,000
CIH 2188,1997,2350sep hrs ...........................................$49,500
CIH 2188,1996,3000 hrs .................................................$45,000

CIH 9270,6300hrs,PS,20.8R42 duals ..............................$65,000
CIH 9370 5000hrs,PTO,new tires,std ..............................$85,000
JD 9320,2004,4200hrs,24spd .......................................$165,000

NH SP275F-120,2011,1450hr .......................................$265,000
NH SF365F-120’,1600gal,loaded ..................................$459,000
Flexicoil S65XL-130’ boom sprayer..................................$9,500                                                           

(403)546-3814 www.lindenag.com (403)263-4688
Sales Manager - Ken Toews 888-8109 (cell) 546-2634 (res) • Ian Anhorn 888-8121 (cell) 631-2260 (res) • Kevin Helmer 373-5554 • Andy Nelson 588-4355

Linden Agri-Centre Ltd.

briefs

CFIA clarifies 
policy on gene 
editing
The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency has 
further clarified state-
ments in the June 2 arti-
cle “Canada to regulate 
CRISPR technology.” 

The article states that 
Canada’s Plants With 
Novel Traits regulatory 
process will be applied 
to CRISPR. 

“Plant-breeding pro-
grams using CRISPR/
Cas-9 may lead to the 
production of a plant 
with a novel trait,” a 
CFIA spokesperson said 
in an email. “It is not 
necessarily the case 
that all plants devel-
oped using CRISPR/
Cas-9 will be regulated. 
Only those that have 
a novel trait will be 
regulated.” 

STAFF

A p e t i t i o n  b y  a n 
international con
sumer watchdog 

o p p o s i n g  t h e  Ba ye r /
Monsanto merger has 
garnered more than a 
quarter-million signa-
tures from around the 
globe.

The document is spon-
sored by SumOfUs, and 
the group claims the 
d e a l  w o u l d  r a d i c a l l y 
t h re a t e n  g l o b a l  f o o d 
systems and undermine 
food security for mil-
lions of people.  

T h e  p e t i t i o n  a s k s 
Werner Baumann, CEO 
o f  Ba y e r,   t o  k i l l  t h e 
merger. The petition will 
also be delivered to regu-
latory authorities in the 
United States and Europe 
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  r i s k 
that a Monsanto/Bayer 
agrochemical monopoly 
would create for food 
systems, consumers, and 
the environment,  the 
group says.

The group claims the 
merger would:

• Consolidate corpo-
rate control  of  global 
food systems, undermin-
ing choice and raising 
prices for farmers and 
consumers;

• Threaten critical pol-
linators like bees and 
butterflies and both com-
panies have products 
said to harm insects; and

• Run afoul of antitrust 
laws designed to protect 
the public by eliminating 
competition.

Petition  
calls for  
halt to  
Bayer/ 
Monsanto  
merger 

BY JENNIFER PAIGE
Co-operator staff/Brandon

 

He a l t h  C a n a d a  w i l l 
b e  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h 
Canadians as the next 

step in approving irradiation 
of fresh and frozen raw ground 
beef.

“Canadians and stakehold-
ers will be consulted on the 
proposed regulatory changes 
that would permit the irradia-
tion of fresh and frozen raw beef 
through a 75-day consultation 
period, ending on Sept. 1, 2016,” 
said Karen McIntyre, director 
general for Health Canada.

The process of irradiation 
involves passing foods through 
a machine that sends out low 
doses of ionizing radiation, 
typically gamma rays, to kill off 
unwanted organisms.

“This has several benefits 
to safety, including reducing 
the level of bacteria such as 
E. coli, salmonella, campylo-
bacter,” McIntyre said. “This is 
not a new process. It is already 
approved in Canada to be used 
on onions, potatoes, wheat, 
white and whole wheat flour 
and seasoning preparations.”

Health Canada has taken 
the appropriate steps to con-
duct a safety review on irradi-
ated raw ground beef, finding 
it is safe and retains its nutri-
tional value, taste, texture and 
appearance.

If eventually approved by 
Health Canada, irradiation will 
be an optional tool for ground 
beef products but would require 
proper labelling.

“Labelling of irradiated food 
is mandatory. A written descrip-
tion is required, as well as the 

distinctive radura symbol, must 
be on the package. In cases of 
non-pre-packaged foods, this 
information must be on a sign 
displayed immediately next to 
the product at its point of sale,” 
McIntyre said.

Details on the consulta-
tion process and what will be 
required to comply will be pub-
lished in the Canada Gazette, 
part one on June 18.

“This will be a 75-day open 
consultation period where we 
will accept comments online,” 
said Barbara Lee, director of the 
Bureau of Chemical Safety.

The approval of irradiated 
raw ground beef was previously 
proposed in 2002 but it was 
never finalized, due mostly to 
negative stakeholder reactions.

Officials believe it will be 
more widely accepted this time 
around because of a few highly 

publicized, pathogen-linked 
outbreaks since 2002, including 
the largest recall of beef prod-
ucts in Canadian history in 2012 
from XL Foods Inc.

“We have done some work 
on public opinion research 
and what we can see from that 
information is that, as a result 
of a number of highly visible 
outbreaks linked to pathogens, 
it is our opinion that the public 
opinion may have shifted to be 
more in favour of this process,” 
Lee said.

For Health Canada’s technical 
summary on the evaluation of 
irradiation of fresh and frozen 
raw ground beef, visit: http://
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/securit/
irr idation/tech_sum_food_
irradiation_aliment_som_tech-
eng.php.

jennifer.paige@fbcpublishing.com

Canadians to be consulted on 
irradiation of raw ground beef
Health Canada officials believe Canadians will be more open to the concept of irradiation of fresh  
and frozen raw beef, following a few highly visible outbreaks in recent years
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BY ALLAN DAWSON
Co-operator staff

School taxes, red tape, ALUS and 
Growing Forward 3 were topics of 
discussion during the first meet-

ing between the province’s general farm 
organization and the newly minted pro-
vincial agriculture minister. 

The Keystone Agricultural Producers 
and Ralph Eichler sat down last week for 
the first time since the change in govern-
ment this spring. 

“School taxes (on agricultural land 
and buildings) was the No. 1 issue we 
brought up,” KAP president Dan Mazier 
said in an interview June 17.

KAP vice-president Justin Jenner and 
general manager James Battershill also 
attended the 30-minute meeting.

KAP has long advocated the removal 
of locally collected school taxes on all 
farmland and farm buildings, arguing it’s 
unfair because it doesn’t reflect farmers’ 
ability to pay.

The previous NDP government intro-
duced a program to rebate 80 per cent of 
education taxes on farmland, but then 
capped the total refund at $5,000 per 
landowner.

As of April, the Manitoba Agricultural 
Services Corporation (MASC) said in 
2015, 1,893 farmers were affected by the 
cap resulting in them not getting a total 
of $7.4 million rebated. Since the data 
processing wasn’t finished the final total 
could be higher.

In 2014, 1,464 farmers were unable to 
get $5.5 million rebated because of the 
cap.

KAP wants al l  education taxes 
removed, but in the interim wants the 
rebate deducted off farmers’ tax bills, 
rather than requiring farmers to apply to 
MASC for the rebate.

“It (education taxes) really frus-
trate me,” Mazier said. “Judging by the 
amount of phone calls I am getting and 
the (KAP) office is getting on (farmland) 
assessment, I think it is going to be 
well over $7 million and well over 1,900 
(farmers affected by the cap on rebates 
in 2016).”

Given the provincial government’s 
deficit KAP doesn’t expect the new 
Progressive Conservative government 
will immediately address the cap, Mazier 
said.

“But our big ask is just take it all off of 
production buildings and land anyway,” 
he said. “But that is not going to happen 
in the first term of this government.”

The new government has also prom-
ised a task force to identify red tape. 
KAP supports the idea and is asking 
farmers to suggest red tape they want 
cut. Farmers can fill out a survey on 
KAP’s website (http://tinyurl.com/
gtxjj4c). 

Mazier  said he hopes the task 
force will consider streamlining the 
farmland drainage application pro
cess, which the previous government 
proposed in its surface water man-
agement bill that died because of the 
election.

KAP also told Eichler it could be a 
resource in setting up the Alternate 
Land Use Services (ALUS) program to 
reward farmers for providing ecologi-
cal goods and services to society.

“We are ready to work with the 
department,” Maizer said. “I think he 
(Eichler) is open to it.”

ALUS was created in Manitoba 
by former KAP president and now 
Minister of Education and Training Ian 
Wishart and Jonathon Scarth, Premier 
Brian Pallister’s principal secretary.

Pallister instructed Eichler and the 
minister of sustainable development 
to introduce “a province-wide pro-
gram based on the ALUS model to help 
reduce flooding and improve water 
quality and nutrient management.”

Mazier likes mandate letters for 
ministers.

“It really helps the process because 
then we know what the minister is up 
against,” he said. To me that is a very 
positive move.

“It does remind both sides what they 
are supposed to be working on. The 
premier is giving guidance to everyone 
as to what he is expecting.”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

KAP has first meeting with  
Ag Minister Ralph Eichler
Manitoba’s general farm organization covered a number of issues, including  
education tax, in a meeting with the new Manitoba agriculture minister

KAP President Dan Mazier

“School taxes (on 
agricultural land and 
buildings) was the No. 1 
issue we brought up.”

Dan Mazier

BY PHIL FRANZ-WARKENTIN
Commodity News Service Canada

 

Canada’s Port of Churchill 
is facing an uncertain 
grain-shipping season, 

as ownership of the Hudson 
Bay facility is still up in the air 
months after the current own-
ers, OmniTrax, announced 
plans to sell the port and rail-
way that services it.

Denver, Colorado-based 
OmniTrax announced in late 
2015 that it had accepted a 
letter of intent from a group 
of First Nations communi-
ties to purchase its northern 
Manitoba assets. However, 
that deal is still not final-
ized, and the negotiations 
have been complicated by an 
OmniTrax court case against 
the Manitoba provincial gov-
ernment as well as by protests 
from some members of the 
First Nations involved in the 
purchase offer.

“The veil of uncertainty 
certainly hovers over the rail 
line and port,” said Sinclair 
Harrison, past president of the 
Hudson Bay Route Association 
and a Saskatchewan-based 
farmer.

Canada’s only Arctic port saw 
184,600 tonnes of grain move 
through it during the 2015 
shipping season, which was 
well off the average of 500,000 
tonnes. Harrison estimated 

that the port could easily han-
dle one million tonnes in its 
current state, if the will was 
there.

However, “it’s tough to do 
business when you don’t know 
who the owners will be,” added 
Elden Boon, current presi-
dent of the Hudson Bay Route 
Association and a Manitoba-
based farmer. He said it was 
hard to get any information out 
of OmniTrax. “It’s frustrating for 
the whole Hudson Bay supply 
chain,” said Boon on the uncer-
tain ownership picture, add-
ing that “it will have a negative 
impact on shipments.”

Boon was hopeful that some-
thing would come together 
over the next few months, but 
was also “not holding (his) 
breath.”

The Port of Churchill is a 
small player in the bigger trans-
portation picture, but Boon 
saw many benefits of main-
taining the infrastructure. In 
addition to being the shortest 
distance to tidewater for farm-
ers in the catchment area, he 
also saw opportunities to serv-
ice niche markets that may not 
fit with Canada’s larger ports. 
Boon said there were also many 
plans for imports, exports, and 

diversification beyond grain 
through the port that have 
been talked about for years, but 
now need credible ownership 
in order to move forward.

“We need to build on this 
infrastructure, not try and do 
away with it,” said Boon.

Chief  Arlen Dumas,  of 
Mathias Colomb First Nation, 
north of The Pas, spear-
headed the purchase offer 
which now includes 12 north-
ern communities. The band 
already has ownership in the 
Keewatin Railway Company 
running between The Pas and 
Pukatawagan.

“We’re still in talks and in 
the process of negotiations on 
moving forward on the deal,” 
said Dumas, noting that the 
Manitoba provincial election in 
the spring caused some delays.

Dumas did not have any con-
crete dates and said it was too 
early to discuss specifics while 
the negotiations were under-
way. However, in general, he 
said a sustainable port and 
enhancements to freight move-
ment were important for the 
overall plan for the north.

Grain exports have long been 
a major feature of the Port of 
Churchill, and Dumas said his 
group was also in conversation 
with grain companies “who 
want to utilize the port, but in 
recent years they’ve had a dis-
incentive to do so.”

Dumas added that “everyone 
is looking forward to partnering 
and collaborating with people 
who have a similar philosophy.”

A program put in place by 
the federal government will 
provide subsidies for grain 
moving through the port this 
season of $12 per tonne, up 
from $9 the previous year as 
there was money left over from 
the 2015 pool. That program 
will run out in 2017, but the 
Hudson Bay Route Association 
and others are advocating for 
an extension.

OmniTrax officials did not 
respond to repeated requests 
for comment.

Churchill grain season underlined by uncertainty
Sale of the port is still not finalized and that’s likely weighing against the facility’s success, supporters say

PHOTO: Ansgar Walk/Creative Commons
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GET IT ON
FROM SCOUTING TO SPRAYING TO TIMING IT RIGHT
We’re with you, in-season, to help you achieve your goals — with the best weed control 
for your crops. Like Proline® from Bayer. So much riding on your farm, so many ways to 
profi t from our experience.  BRING IT ON

Always read and follow label directions. 
Proline® is a registered trademark of Bayer Global. Bayer CropScience Inc. is a member of CropLife Canada.
CPS CROP PRODUCTION SERVICES and Design is a registered trademark of Crop Production Services, Inc.  04/16-49356

PLANT NUTRITION  |  SEED  |  CROP PROTECTION  |  FUEL  |  STORAGE & HANDLING  |  ECHELON

Proline is the number one fungicide choice for Western Canadian 
canola growers simply because it works. It sets the standard in 
disease control to maximize yield, plant health and profi tability.  

49356 CPS CoPromo_Proline_8-125x10_a2.indd   1 2016-04-22   11:12 AM

WHAT’S UP

June 23: Workshop: Selling at the 
Farm Gate, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Access Event Centre, 111 Gilmour 
St., Morden. Cost $20 per person. 
For more info or to pre-register 
(required) call the Steinbach GO 
office at 204-392-7268 or email 
joy.lorette@gov.mb.ca. 

July 5-7, 12-14: Crop Diagnostic 
School, Carman. For more info or to 
register call 204-745-5663 or email 
monika.menold@gov.mb.ca.

July 10-12: Canadian Seed Trade 
Association annual meeting, 
Hyatt Regency, 655 Burrard St., 
Vancouver. For more info or to 
register visit cdnseed.org/meeting-
registration/.

July 12-13: Dairy Farmers of 
Canada annual general meeting, 
Delta Prince Edward, 18 Queen St., 
Charlottetown. For more info visit 
www.dfpei.pe.ca/dfcagm2016.htm.

July 13-16: Grain Growers of 
Canada summer meeting, Rodd 
Crowbush Golf and Beach Resort, 
Hwy. 350, Morell, P.E.I. For more 
info visit www.ggc-pgc.ca. 

Please forward your agricultural 
events to daveb@fbcpublishing.
com or call 204-944-5762.

FESTIVALS

June 17-26: Red River Exhibition, 
3977 Portage Ave., Winnipeg. 
Call 204-888-6990 or visit www.
redriverex.com.

June 24-25: Killarney Fair. 
Call 204-523-8289 or email 
killarneyag@live.ca.

June 25: Delodaze, Deloraine 
Fairgrounds. Call 204-747-
3668 or visit delowin.ca/
delodaze-2016/.

June 25: Rapid City Fair. 
Call 204-826-2273 or email 
mkbayes@xplornet.com.

June 25: MacGregor Fair. Call 
204-771-2357 or visit www.
macgregorfair.com.

June 25-26: Miami Fair and 
Rodeo. Call 204-435-2288 or 
email janmoody@mymts.net.

June 25-26: Treherne Fair. 
Call 204-723-2275 or email 
twinoaklimousin@hotmail.ca.

June 30-July 1: Glenboro Fair. 
Call 204-827-2661 or email 
didik@wcgwave.ca.

June 30-July 2: Dauphin Fair. 
Call 204-638-4428 or visit www.
dauphinagsociety.com.

June 30-July 3: Dauphin’s 
Countryfest, Hwy. 10 south of 
Dauphin. Visit www.countryfest.ca.

July 1-3: Carberry Fair and Races. 
Call 204-834-3772.

July 2-3: Manitoba Highland 
Gathering, Legacy Park, Hwys. 
59 and 212, East Selkirk. Visit 
manitobahighlandgathering.org.

July 6: Rivers Fair. Call 204-826-
2810 or email moyerh@xplornet.ca.

July 7-9: Carman Country Fair. 
Call 204-745-2226 or visit www.
carmancountryfair.ca.

July 7-10: Winnipeg Folk Fest, 
Birds Hill Provincial Park. Visit 
winnipegfolkfestival.ca.

July 8-10: Gilbert Plains/Grandview 
Fair. Call 204-548-4905 or email 
gp.gv.agsociety@live.ca.

July 8-10: Dominion City 
Summerfest. Call 204-427-2557.

July 8-10: PortageX, Portage la 
Prairie. Call 204-857-3231 or visit 
www.portageex.com.

Contact us with your event, 
dates, location and contact info 
at news@fbcpublishing.com.

By Rod Nickel
Winnipeg / Reuters

Saudi Arabia’s agricul-
t u r e  c o m p a n y  h a s 
taken control  of  the 

majority investor in grain 
handler G3 Canada Limited, 
according to a filing, reduc-
ing Bunge Ltd.’s stake and 
s t re n g t h e n i n g  t h e  k i n g -
dom’s efforts to secure food 
supplies.

G3  Global  Holdings,  the 
joint venture of U.S. agribusi-
ness Bunge and Saudi Ag-
ricultural and Livestock In-
vestment Co. (SALIC), bought 
50.1 per cent of the former 
Canadian Wheat Board in 
2015 for $250 million. It was 
renamed  G3  Canada,  with 
farmers accounting for 49.9 
per cent of equity.

In two steps this year, 
SALIC, an arm of the state-
owned  Public  Investment 
Fund, grew its stake in the 
joint venture to 75 per cent 
from 49 per cent, according 
to an April 28 Bunge filing.

“Any ownership changes 
that have happened within 
our company have not had 
any material impact on the 
organization itself, the op-
erations or how we run the 
company,” G3 Canada chief 
executive Karl Gerrand said 
in an interview.

SALIC has “done a really 
nice job of allowing our team 
to operate as an independent 
Canadian organization,” he 
said. “For the most part, it’s 
been hands off.”

He declined to comment 
on reasons for the ownership 
change.

SALIC converted $106 mil-
lion  in  promissory  notes 
into additional shares in the 
joint venture with Bunge on 
Feb. 1. This took its stake 
in the majority investor of 
Winnipeg-based G3 to 65 per 
cent from 49 per cent, and 
reduced Bunge’s share to 35 
per cent.

Bunge then exercised an op-
tion on March 30 to sell shares 
to SALIC for $37 million, 
bumping up SALIC’s owner-
ship  of  G3  Global Holdings 
to 75 per cent.

S A L I C   c o u l d   n o t   b e 
reached. Bunge spokeswom-
an Deb Seidel declined to 
comment.

Saudi has been phasing 
out crop farming due to its 
intense water usage in the 
desert kingdom. SALIC has 
targeted investments in beef 

and eight key crops, includ-
ing wheat. Canada is a major 
wheat exporter.

Farmers’  equity  accounts 
for   the  same  number  of 
shares  in  G3,  however,  its 
percentage of ownership has 
dropped because of recent 
investments  by  the  SALIC-
Bunge joint venture into the 
company, Gerrand said. He 
declined  to  give  a  current 
percentage.

Keith Degenhardt, a farmer 
and first vice-president of the 
Alberta Federation of Agricul-
ture, was disappointed when 
foreign investors bought the 
former wheat board, but said 
any dilution of farmer equity 
is “not top of the mind.”

G3 is a small Canadian play-
er compared to competitors 
Richardson International, Vi-
terra Inc. and Cargill Ltd.

Saudi Arabia’s SALIC boosts investment 
in G3 Canada grain company
The state-owned firm is now the majority investor in the joint venture



The Manitoba Co-operator  |  June 23, 201610

LIVESTOCK MARKETS $1 Cdn: $0.7765 U.S.

$1 U.S: $1.2878 Cdn.

EXCHANGES:  
June 17, 2016

Looking for results?  Check out the market reports  
from livestock auctions around the province.   »  PaGe 14

column
Cattle Prices
(Friday to Thursday) Winnipeg June 17, 2016

Slaughter Cattle
Steers —
Heifers —
D1, 2 Cows  90.00 - 97.00
D3 Cows 82.00 - 88.00
Bulls 115.00 - 124.00
Feeder Cattle (Price ranges for feeders refer to top-quality animals only)
Steers (901+ lbs.) 150.00 - 175.00

(801-900 lbs.) 160.00 - 187.00
(701-800 lbs.) 175.00 - 204.00
(601-700 lbs.) 185.00 - 212.00
(501-600 lbs.) 190.00 - 225.00
(401-500 lbs.) 190.00 - 245.00

Heifers (901+ lbs.) 135.00 - 155.00
(801-900 lbs.) 140.00 - 167.00
(701-800 lbs.) 145.00 - 177.00
(601-700 lbs.) 155.00 - 188.00
(501-600 lbs.) 160.00 - 194.00
(401-500 lbs.) 170.00 - 212.00

Slaughter Cattle ($/cwt) Alberta South Ontario
Grade A Steers (1,000+ lbs.) $ — $ 142.00 - 158.38
Grade A Heifers (850+ lbs.) — 144.64 - 162.42
D1, 2 Cows 95.00 - 110.00 78.45 - 108.33
D3 Cows 84.00 - 100.00 78.45 - 108.33
Bulls — 111.76 - 135.90
Steers (901+ lbs.) $ 160.00 - 174.00 $ 155.79 - 186.97

(801-900 lbs.) 171.00 - 189.00 160.31 - 193.74
 (701-800 lbs.) 185.00 - 206.00 172.27 - 214.89

(601-700 lbs.) 203.00 - 223.00 172.36 - 228.26
(501-600 lbs.) 210.00 - 225.00 187.34 - 251.35
(401-500 lbs.) 210.00 - 240.00 202.12 - 243.35

Heifers (901+ lbs.) $ 142.00 - 159.00 $ 145.00 - 162.27
(801-900 lbs.) 155.00 - 170.00 158.56 - 180.04
(701-800 lbs.) 166.00 - 182.00 153.96 - 182.75
(601-700 lbs.) 174.00 - 192.00 158.99 - 197.36
(501-600 lbs.) 180.00 - 205.00 167.72 - 214.97
(401-500 lbs.) 185.00 - 212.00 158.00 - 222.90

Futures (June 17, 2016) in U.S. 

Fed Cattle Close Change Feeder Cattle Close Change
June 2016 117.28 -5.93 August 2016 139.63 -7.68
August 2016 113.35 -5.50 September 2016 138.53 -6.95
October 2016 113.30 -4.80 October 2016 137.15 -6.47
December 2016 114.05 -4.18 Novemeber2016 133.88 -6.32
February 2017 113.88 -3.90 January 2017 130.10 -5.38
April 2017 113.45 -3.52 March 2017 127.05 -6.10

 

Cattle Slaughter Cattle Grades (Canada)
Week Ending

June 11, 2016

Previous 
Year

Week Ending 
June 11, 2016

Previous 
Year

Canada N/A N/A Prime N/A N/A
East N/A N/A AAA N/A N/A
West N/A N/A AA N/A N/A
Manitoba N/A N/A A N/A N/A

U.S. 591,000 540,000 B N/A N/A
D N/A N/A
E N/A N/A

Other Market Prices

Sheep and Lambs

$/cwt

Winnipeg

Wooled Fats Toronto
SunGold  

Specialty Meats
Ewes Choice — 97.31 - 130.40 —
Lambs (110+ lb.) — 135.09 - 201.10

(95 - 109 lb.) — 248.28 - 267.18

(80 - 94 lb.) — 236.39 - 265.86
(Under 80 lb.) — 250.44 - 299.40
(New crop) — —

Chickens
Minimum broiler prices as of April 13, 2010

Under 1.2 kg..................................................$1.5130
1.2 - 1.65 kg....................................................$1.3230
1.65 - 2.1 kg....................................................$1.3830
2.1 - 2.6 kg.....................................................$1.3230

Turkeys
Minimum prices as of June 19, 2016

Broiler Turkeys 
(6.2 kg or under, live weight truck load average)

Grade A ................................................$1.930
Undergrade .........................................$1.840

Hen Turkeys 
(between 6.2 and 8.5 kg liveweight truck load average)

Grade A ............................................... $1.920
Undergrade ........................................ $1.820

Light Tom/Heavy Hen Turkeys
(between 8.5 and 10.8 kg liveweight truck load average)

Grade A ............................................... $1.920
Undergrade ........................................ $1.820

Tom Turkeys 
(10.8 and 13.3 kg, live weight truck load average)

Grade A................................................. $1.860
Undergrade........................................... $1775

Prices are quoted f.o.b. producers premise.

Eggs
Minimum prices to producers for ungraded 
eggs, f.o.b. egg grading station, set by the 
Manitoba Egg Producers Marketing Board 
effective November 10, 2013.

New Previous
A Extra Large $2.00 $2.05
A Large 2.00 2.05
A Medium 1.82 1.87
A Small 1.40 1.45
A Pee Wee 0.3775 0.3775
Nest Run 24 + 1.8910 1.9390
B 0.45 0.45
C 0.15 0.15

Goats
Winnipeg Toronto

(Hd Fats) ($/cwt)

Kids — 183.74 - 365.85

Billys — —

Mature — 95.56 - 277.88

Horses
Winnipeg Toronto

($/cwt) ($/cwt)

<1,000 lbs. — 43.00 - 52.00

1,000 lbs.+ — 47.65 - 63.03

Hog Prices
(Friday to Thursday) ($/100 kg) Source: Manitoba Agriculture

E - Estimation

MB. ($/hog) Current Week Last Week Last Year (Index 100)
MB (All wts.) (Fri-Thurs.) 205E 198.91 192.54

MB (Index 100) (Fri-Thurs.) 189E 184.21 177.86

ON (Index 100) (Mon.-Thurs.) 190.97 183.12 178.70

PQ (Index 100) (Mon.-Fri.) 191.45 185.09 184.07

Futures (June 17, 2016) in U.S.

Hogs Close Change

June 2016 81.62 -1.05

July 2016 87.08 1.05

August 2016 89.50 3.03

October 2016 74.50 2.22

December 2016 66.95 0.28

The dog days of summer are beginning to 
settle over the Manitoba cattle market, 
which for some growers and merchants 

may come as a bit of a relief.
Around 1,300 animals were shown to buyers 

in the province during the week ended June 17. 
Most of Manitoba’s eight major auction marts 
have adopted a summer schedule or closed their 
gates until the fall. The animals that were shown 
drew bids similar to the ones made the week 
before.

Heavier animals traded fairly steady for the 
most part, while the other classes were also 
steady. Buyers weren’t as picky either, due to the 
low numbers of feeders offered.

However, prices are still much lower if you 
compare them to where they were this same 
time last year, said Allan Munroe of Killarney 
Auction Mart. 

“A year ago there were a lot of contracts 
because there was so much money, they could 
lock in a profit.”

Those days seem to be in the past, as lighter-
weight feeder steers which at one time boasted 
highs above $400 per hundredweight are averag-
ing closer to the $200-per-tonne range.

Munroe said his own sale was a bit of a mixed 
bag as well, but he’s hoping for better prices 
come fall.

“We’re at the time of year where you basically 
guess what things are worth,” he said.

Munroe recently attended a cattle conference 
where analysts offered predictions about what 
ranchers could expect once the summer was 
over.

He said the guesses ranged greatly though, 
which didn’t really help, noting one forecast in 
which 550-weight steers could range anywhere 
from $176 to $316/cwt.

“A lot of guys are thinking that we’re not 
going to see $2 600-lb. steers,” he added.

The near-term outlook appears to be muted 
from the futures’ point of view. Cattle volumes 
are swelling in the U.S. even as demand for 
supplies seems to be softening.

On the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, cattle 
futures on June 17 were generally at their low-
est levels in six weeks’ time.

The market should get a slight bump ahead 
of the July 4 holiday, though, as it is typically 
seen as a major grilling event throughout the 
U.S.

The rising price of corn is another worry, 
Munroe said.

“That corn has taken on a whole new life; 
you look on the board and it’s gone up a lot,” he 
pointed out.

A bushel of corn on the Chicago Board 
of Trade was going for US$3.68 on May 10. 
On Friday, the same bushel was going for 
US$4.37.

Looking ahead, Munroe said many producers 
would be cautious with their long-range plans 
until the picture is a little more settled.

“I don’t know if I’ve heard anyone contracted 
grass cattle for September. Guys are very cau-
tious so I think we’re going to see more on the 
cash market in the fall.”

Dave Sims writes for Commodity News Service Canada, a 
Winnipeg company specializing in grain and commodity 
market reporting.

During summer slowdown, 
buyers can’t be choosers
Cattle prices are well down from last summer’s levels

“A year ago there were a lot  
of contracts because there was  
so much money, they could  
lock in a profit.”

Bayer crop unit 
apologizes to farmers 
after Twitter gaffe

By Tom Polansek
CHICAGO/Reuters

Bayer AG’s crop science divi-
sion apologized on Monday 
for a tweet that suggested 
reduced meat demand could 
benefit the environment, in 
a bid to appease outraged 
farmers who buy the compa-
ny’s seeds and chemicals.

The tweet, published on the 
official Bayer CropScience (@
Bayer4crops) account on June 
19, linked to a Vox.com arti-
cle that said “going vegetar-
ian can cut your food carbon 
footprint in half.”

The post sparked a back-
lash on Twitter from North 
American grain growers who 
sell much of their harvests to 
livestock operations and from 
farmers who raise animals. A 
decline in meat consumption 
would hurt their incomes.

“Oh you just lost all my 
business,” Lance Schiele (@
schiele_lance), a livestock 
producer and grain farmer, 
said in a tweet to Bayer 
CropScience.

The gaffe comes as Bayer 
AG is trying to acquire 
Monsanto, the world’s larg-
est seed maker. The potential 
tie-up has faced resistance 
from some farmers worried 
about consolidation in the 
agriculture sector.

A  Bayer  CropScience 
spokesman said on Monday 

that the tweet was a mistake 
and did not reflect the com-
pany’s views.

The company has deleted 
the posting and tweeted 
apologies to about 130 indi-
vidual Twitter users who 
complained about it.

“The l ivestock indus-
try feeds our planet and 
we’re glad to support it. 
It was never our intention 
to antagonize it — sorry!” 
Bayer CropScience tweeted 
repeatedly.

Some farmers applauded 
the company for apologizing 
but others were fuming.

“This week we will decide 
about which fungicides to 
purchase. Probably won’t 
be Bayer products after 
this tweet,” tweeted Dane 
Visscher.

briefs

DAVE SIMS
CNSC



The Manitoba Co-operator  |  June 23, 2016 11

GRAIN MARKETS

column

Closing Futures Prices  
As of Monday, June 20, 2016 ($/tonne)

Last Week Weekly Change

ICE canola 509.50 -13.00

ICE milling wheat 233.00 -11.00

ICE barley 171.50 0.00

Mpls. HRS wheat 194.47 -9.09

Chicago SRW wheat 173.62 -13.87

Kansas City HRW wheat 165.62 -12.31

Corn 167.41 -0.49

Oats 132.60 -0.49

Soybeans 416.86 -15.25

Soymeal 438.37 -17.41

Soyoil 687.08 -41.23

Cash Prices Winnipeg
As of Monday, June 20, 2016 ($/tonne)

Last Week Weekly Change

Feed wheat 214.56 34.90

Feed barley 174.99 0.46

Rye n/a n/a

Flaxseed 434.23 0.79

Feed peas n/a n/a

Oats 185.45 -0.65

Soybeans 461.50 6.61

Sunflower (NuSun) Fargo, ND ($U.S./CWT) 17.35 0.20

Sunflower (Confection) Fargo, ND ($U.S./CWT) Ask Ask

Port Prices
As of Monday, June 20, 2016 ($/tonne)

Last Week Weekly Change

U.S. hard red winter 12% Houston 94.76 N/A

U.S. spring wheat 14% Portland 235.98 1.37

Canola Thunder Bay 529.50 1.90

Canola Vancouver 550.50 2.90

IC E  F u t u r e s  C a n a d a  c a n o l a  c o n -
tracts lost ground on the week, track-
ing declines seen in the U.S., as both 

North American markets felt pressure from 
favourable weather.

Canola prices lost $13 per tonne in the July 
contract in the week ended June 17, as Chicago 
Board of Trade soybeans notched down from 
earlier gains.

CBOT soybeans saw their first week of de-
clines, after nine weeks of advancing, pres-
sured by improved crop conditions, moving 
down 18.75 U.S. cents per bushel in the July 
contract.

It’s a similar situation in Western Canada, as 
the net benefit of excessive rain outweighs the 
alternative.

Areas that received heavy rains in a short 
amount of time will see some crop loss, espe-
cially in regions with low-lying fields, said Bruce 
Burnett, weather and crop specialist with G3 
Canada.

The majority of those areas is close to the U.S. 
border in Manitoba and southeastern Saskatch-
ewan.

“We’re seeing just a little bit too much rain in 
too short of a period of time, and we’re seeing 
some crops suffer because of that,” Burnett said.

Overall, he added, the rain has been more 
beneficial than devastating.

However, wet conditions increase the likeli-
hood of disease, which could affect production 
and therefore prices.

Looking to next week, canola is likely to see fa-
vourable weather, which will minimize risk. En-
vironment Canada’s seven-day forecast shows 
drier conditions over the course of the week, 
with rain expected for the weekend.

“Certainly if that’s the case, the crops that 
weren’t drowned out would have a chance to re-
cover,” Burnett said.

The Canadian dollar lost ground against its 
U.S. counterpart throughout the week, which 
underpinned canola prices.

A lower Canadian dollar makes canola more 
appealing to international buyers.

The loonie lost 1.45 per cent between June 10 
and 17, pressured by losses in crude oil.

The Canadian dollar moved to a two-week 
low during the week, pressured by sinking crude 
prices, and ideas that British citizens may vote 
to leave the European Union in a referendum 
June 23 also added pressure.

By Monday, however, some of those con-
cerns had eased, as weekend polling showed 
increased interest in a “remain” vote in Britain, 
and the loonie gained back ground.

CBOT corn prices gained 14.75 U.S. cents per 
bushel in the July contract on the week, as fund 
buying supported prices.

However, fund buying may be so high in that 
market that there is little room for further up-
side, which could cause prices to decline in 
coming sessions.  

Favourable weather, which has been largely 
ignored by traders, could limit future gains in 
corn, as warm weather and some beneficial 
rains have supported the country’s crop.

In other grain markets, Chicago wheat shed 
13.75 U.S. cents in the July contract, as harvest 
pressure caused prices to lose ground.

Warm, dry weather in the southern U.S. Plains 
has helped farmers harvest winter wheat crops, 
and is keeping grain quality from declining.

Jade Markus writes for Commodity News Service Canada, 
a Winnipeg company specializing in grain and commodity 
market reporting.

Weather favouring crops 
unfavourable for futures 
Canola sees some support from declines in the loonie

Manitoba Elevator Prices
Average quotes as of June 20, 2016 ($/tonne)

Future Basis Cash

E. Manitoba wheat   198.33 35.67 234.00

W. Manitoba wheat 198.33 29.75 228.07

E. Manitoba canola 510.50 -24.26 486.24

W. Manitoba canola 510.50 -28.05 482.45

Source: pdqinfo.ca

Phil-Franz Warkentin
CNSC

Spring wheat cash bids across 
Western Canada held reasonably 
steady during the week ended 

June 17, as production uncertainty 
helped prop up the North American 
spring wheat market despite harvest 
pressure weighing on winter wheat 
futures.

Depending on the location, average 
Canada Western Red Spring (CWRS) 
wheat prices were down 50 cents to 
up $1 per tonne, according to price 
quotes from a cross-section of deliv-
ery points across the Prairie provinces 
compiled by PDQ (Price and Data 
Quotes). Average prices ranged from 
about $226 per tonne in southeastern 
Saskatchewan to as high as $240 in 
Alberta.

Quoted basis levels varied from loca-
tion to location, but held steady overall 
to range from $29 to $44 per tonne above 
the futures when using the grain com-
pany methodology of quoting the basis 
as the difference between U.S. dollar-
denominated futures and Canadian dol-
lar cash bids.

When accounting for currency 
exchange rates by adjusting Canadian 
prices to U.S. dollars, CWRS bids ranged 

from US$175 to US$186 per tonne, down 
about $1-$2 compared to the previ-
ous week. That would put the currency 
adjusted basis levels at about US$12-$22 
below the futures.

Looking at it the other way around, if 
the Minneapolis futures are converted 
to Canadian dollars, CWRS basis levels 
across Western Canada range from $15 
to $28 below the futures.

Average Canada Prairie Spring Red 
(CPSR) bids were weaker on the week, 
losing anywhere from $1 to $2 per tonne. 
Average CPSR prices came in at about 
$194-$201 per tonne in Saskatchewan, 
and $206-$210 per tonne in Alberta.

Average durum prices were up by 
$1-$2 per tonne, depending on the loca-
tion, with bids in Saskatchewan ranging 
from roughly $288 to $293 per tonne.

The September spring wheat contract 
in Minneapolis, off of which most CWRS 
contracts in Canada are based, was 

quoted at US$5.4875 per bushel on June 
17, up two U.S. cents per bushel from the 
previous week.

Kansas City hard red winter wheat 
futures, traded in Chicago, are more 
closely linked to CPSR in Canada. The 
September K.C. wheat contract was 
quoted at US$4.785 per bushel on June 
17, down seven U.S. cents compared to 
the previous week.

The July Chicago Board of Trade soft 
wheat contract settled at US$4.9475 on 
June 17, down by 8.75 U.S. cents on the 
week.

The Canadian dollar closed June 17 
at 77.65 U.S. cents, down two-thirds of 
a cent relative to its U.S. counterpart on 
the week.

Phil Franz-Warkentin writes for Commodity 
News Service Canada, a Winnipeg company 
specializing in grain and commodity market 
reporting.

Prairie wheat bids hold steady 
Uncertainties over spring wheat crops are supporting cash bids

The July Chicago Board of 
Trade soft wheat contract 
settled at US$4.9475 on 
June 17, down by 8.75 U.S. 
cents on the week.

For three-times-daily market 
reports and more from  
Commodity News Service 
Canada, visit the Markets 
section at  
www.manitobacooperator.ca.

Jade MarkuS
CNSC
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BY SHANNON VANRAES
Co-operator staff

A s a rancher, Kristine Tapley’s 
passions are split between the 
large ruminants she raises and 

the land that sustains them — sort of.
“I probably shouldn’t say this, but 

I’m less interested in the cattle and 
more interested in using cattle as a 
tool to protect and maintain grass-
lands, because I think there are 
so many benefits,” she explained. 
“Grasslands help with biodiversity and 
habitat, with water management and 
quality, they prevent erosion and they 
sequester carbon.”

A newly released study by the North 
American Bird Conservation Initiative 
titled the State of North America’s 
Birds agrees there are massive benefits 
to having healthy grasslands and areas 
of forage available to bird species, but 
rings alarm bells about declining acres 
and the impact shrinking habitat has 
on Prairie bird species.

The multilateral study points to live-
stock grazing as a key method of pre-
serving grasslands and bird habitat, 
noting that “one-third of all grassland 
bird species are on the watch list due 
to  steeply declining populations and 
threats to habitat.”

It goes on to state birds that breed 
on the Great Plains of Canada and the 
United States before overwintering in 
Mexico have seen a remarkably steep 
decline since 1970 as a result, with 
populations plunging nearly 70 per 
cent.

“This report confirms that MFGA’s 
interest in keeping Manitoba’s grass-
lands intact is on the right track, how-
ever, it also very much signals a sense 
of urgency for these threatened eco-
systems and the decline of our grass-
land birds is a definite alarm bell in 
that regard,” says Henry Nelson, vice-
chair of the Manitoba Forage and 
Grasslands Association and co-chair 
of the Canadian Forage and Grassland 
Association’s environment commit-
tee. “Things are definitely changing 
for our agricultural lands. We know 

that from a climate change perspec-
tive and now from this NABCI report, 
on our declining grassland bird popu-
lations. We also know that maintain-
ing intact grasslands offers a solution 
to both situations in the form of car-
bon sinks and wildlife habitat, as well 
as the vast benefits to clean air and 
water, flood and drought mitigation 
and soil health.”

Tim Sopuck, chief executive officer 
for  Manitoba Habitat  Heritage 
Corporation, agrees that the relation-
ship between range health and biodi-
versity is an important one. 

“The big challenge is conserving 
and enhancing native range. The good 
news is that many approaches that 
improve range health also improve the 
bottom line for cattle producers, as 
well as biodiversity,” said Sopuck.

But maintaining grasslands isn’t 
without cost and Nelson would like 
to see producers compensated for 
conservation efforts. However, he 
acknowledges that making a compen-
sation system work requires politi-
cal will and public understanding of 
why healthy grassland and forge is 
important.

“I think our job is to find the back-
ground information so that govern-
ments can justify doing that,” he said. 
“It should really not be looked on as 

a subsidy when you are providing a 
benefit to society. So I think we have 
to create a political system with mar-
ket incentives and fiscal policies that 
reward us for doing the right thing on 
the landscape.”

Studies like that released by the 
North American Bird Conservation 
Initiative help provide the type of 
third-party validation needed to con-
vince both the public and politicians 
that grasslands are important, Nelson 
added, noting MFGA is currently in 
discussions with the International 
Institute for Sustainable Development 
about ways to quantify the impor-
tance of grasslands, while also exam-
ining how public policy can protect 
them.

Tapley, who also works as a research 
technician at the University of 
Manitoba, knows the value of concrete 
evidence as well.

“We need to back it up, we can’t 
just romanticize,” she said. “And as an 
industry we need to keep looking for 
other parties and other stakeholders 

who have an interest in the same thing 
we do.”

She is also keenly aware of the role 
that government can play in help-
ing to preserve and restore habitat. 
Four years ago Tapley and her hus-
band purchased an abandoned gravel 
pit. With the help of the province’s 
Orphaned/Abandoned Mine Site 
Rehabilitation Program they have 
turned it into a prairie grassland.

“It is a fabulous program,” she said, 
adding more birds are flocking to the 
area now that it’s been returned to a 
natural state. However, it is the sym-
biosis between the cattle and the land 
that really makes it work.

“Just because you can get something 
to grow there once, it doesn’t mean 
that it’s a healthy grassland, you need 
grazers to come in and put all those 
nutrients back down on the ground 
and then have them cycle over and 
over again,” she said. “Sustainability 
really has to be at the forefront.”

shannon.vanraes@fbcpublishing.com

Cattle play role in bird habitat 
Bird populations have declined on the Canadian Prairies as grassland areas have shrunk rapidly

 “Just because you can get 
something to grow there 
once, it doesn’t mean that 
it’s a healthy grassland, 
you need grazers to 
come in and put all those 
nutrients back down on 
the ground and then have 
them cycle over and over 
again.”

Kristine Tapley

The natural symbiosis between grasslands and large grazing animals like cattle provides excellent bird habitat among other benefits.   PHOTO: GORD GILMOUR 

PHOTO: MANITOBA HABITAT HERITAGE CORPORATION
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BY SHANNON VANRAES
Co-operator staff

W hile the origin of recent por-
cine epidemic diarrhea out-
breaks has not been identi-

fied, Manitoba’s chief veterinarian has 
determined the strain is not unique to 
Manitoba.

“What we do know is that all three 
barns have the same strain of PEDv 
and that the strain is not one that is 
unique to Manitoba, it’s been found 
in Ontario and the U.S. as well,” said 
Dr. Megan Bergman. “But at this point 
— with the exception of geographic 
location — we haven’t identified any 
common contact between these three 
barns, so we continue to review our 
epidemiological information to try to 
really further evaluate in more detail 
whether or not we can pinpoint a 
source of introduction.”

The three most recent cases of the 
disease appeared between May 26 
and June 4, after nearly 16 months of 
being PEDv free. All the cases occurred 
within a five-kilometre radius, in the 
southeastern part of the province.

However, given the complexity of 
interactions between hog operations 
and the larger world — including other 
farms, trucks, processors, staff, visitors, 
feed suppliers and other considera-
tions — it is conceivable the cause of 
these cases may never be pinpointed.

“It is very possible that we will never 
know exactly how this virus was intro-
duced,” said Bergman.

Some in the hog industry had ini-
tially questioned if each barn was 
infected with the same virus given the 
varying level of symptoms, but the 
chief vet said that is to be expected.

“Age is actually the biggest factor in 
respect to the symptoms that we see 
in these pigs, the younger the piglet, 
the more significant the clinical signs 
are and even a difference of a few days 
in age can make a big difference in 
how hard they are hit by this virus,” 
said Bergman. “So we do think that is 
largely the cause of why we’ve seen a 
difference between the barns, and of 
course we had one finisher barn that 
was affected, and finisher animals are 
quite a bit older, so they are able to 
manage that virus quite a bit better 
than piglets.” 

All three of the barns are currently 

at a different stage of the cleaning and 
disinfection process, which Bergman 
said could take a significant amount of 
time. She added that the possibility of 
further cases of PEDv can’t be ruled out 
either.

“We have such significant contact 
with the U.S. and of course the U.S. has 
a high virus load for PEDv, so I think we 
also need to prepare ourselves for the 
potential introduction of the virus and 
to be able to respond quickly,” she said.

But recent hot and dry weather 
could be good news for Manitoba hog 
producers.

“My hope is that with the recent sun 
and hot weather that we’ve been get-
ting, is that any level of environmen-
tal contamination may be reduced 
because we’ve got some good weather 
and this virus does not like hot, dry 
weather,” Bergman said.

shannon.vanraes@fbcpublishing.com

PEDv outbreak remains localized
No new cases of PEDv have been found in Manitoba, but possibility of future outbreaks can’t be ruled out

“We’ve got some good 
weather and this virus does 
not like hot, dry weather.”

Megan Bergman

STAFF

Ca n a d a  Po s t  a n d  i t s 
unionized staff  have 
agreed to set up a system 

in which workers would volun-
teer to move live animals, such 
as day-old chicks or bees, dur-
ing a strike or lockout.

The Canadian Union of 
P o s t a l  Wo r k e r s  ( C U P W ) 
announced June 14 it has a 
new agreement with the Crown 
corporat ion to  move and 
deliver social assistance and 
pension cheques in case of a 
work stoppage.

A g r e e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n 
reached between CUPW and 
Canada Post ahead of previous 
potential work stoppages to 
deliver government payments 
to seniors and people with low 
incomes.

However, an agreement that 
also includes commitments to 
“ensure that live animals are 
not trapped in the event of a 
strike or lockout” is new, the 
union said in a release.

“We don’t want the most vul-
nerable people in our society 
— pensioners and those living 
on low incomes — to suffer 
because postal workers might 
get locked out or forced out,” 
CUPW national president Mike 
Palecek said in the release.

“Nor do we want a repeat of 
what happened in 2011, when 
managers locked us out for two 
weeks, trapping animals such 
as bees and baby chicks in the 
system.”

According to media reports 
during the 2011 lockout, postal 
staff were allowed into ware-
houses to track down such live 
cargo; a Canada Post spokes-
person was quoted at the time 
as saying all such cargo, to the 
corporation’s knowledge, was 
found.

The new agreement, signed 
by representatives from the 
company and union and dated 
June 11, calls for Canada Post 
to “develop a mechanism for 

segregating or tracking live ani-
mals prior to a possible strike 
or lockout.”

It also binds the corpora-
tion to consult with CUPW on 
“procedures that will be put in 
place to ensure that live ani-
mals are not trapped in the 
mail system.”

Vo l u n t e e r  C U P W  w o r k -
ers would provide up to two 
days of delivery each month 
and would get honorariums of 
$50 per day for such duties, the 
agreement said.

CUPW has scheduled strike 
vote meetings across the coun-
try between May 28 and June 26.

The union, in its release, said 
Canada Post seeks “a raft of con-
cessions” in contract talks and 
has “budged very little in nego-

tiations over the past months,” 
while CUPW “is seeking equal 
pay for its female-dominated 
rural members.”

According to Canada Post, 
live animals don’t travel by 
mail unless the sender has a 

prior agreement in place with 
the Crown corporation before 
mailing.

Certain animals, such as 
bees, day-old chicks, parasites, 
leeches and “some other small 
cold-blooded animals” may be 
mailed within Canada “under 
certain conditions,” Canada Post 
added.

Animals in such cases must 
be free of disease and must be 
packaged according to Canada 
Post’s specifications. Such 
packages also must be clearly 
labelled as to their contents, 
using language laid out by 
Canada Post.

Among other requirements, 
hatcheries  moving chicks 
by mail also must be regis-
tered with the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency’s hatch-
ery program. Chicks must 
be shipped by surface using 
Expedited Parcel service — 
and must only be shipped if 
they can be delivered within 36 
hours, ruling out certain remote 
locations.

Bees, on the other hand, 
can be moved via Priority, 
Xpresspost, Expedited Parcel 
or Regular Parcel services. Bee 
colonies can only be shipped 
between March 1 and Oct. 
31 by surface using Regular or 
Expedited Parcel services; queen 
bees and no more than eight 
attendants may be shipped 
between April 1 and Oct. 31 by 
Priority service. Certain remote 
locations are also ruled out for 
bees.

Postal workers pledge to  
move bees, chicks if striking
Postal workers are taking strike votes this month across the country

“… managers (in 2011) 
locked us out for 
two weeks, trapping 
animals such as bees 
and baby chicks in 
the system.” 

mike palecek
president, CUPW

Canada Post and its union pledge that mailed newborn chicks will be kept moving through the system if postal workers strike or are locked out.   Photo: Thinkstock
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LIVESTOCK AUCTION RESULTS

(Note all prices in CDN$ per cwt. These prices also generally represent the top one-third of sales reported by the auction yard.)

Weight Category Ashern Gladstone Grunthal Heartland Heartland Killarney Ste. Rose Winnipeg

  Brandon Virden

Feeder Steers  n/a  n/a  n/a  14-Jun  15-Jun  n/a  n/a  17-Jun

 No. on offer  n/a  n/a  n/a  179  592*  n/a  n/a  305

 over 1,000 lbs.  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  145.00-161.00

 900-1,000  n/a  n/a  n/a  166.00-185.00  150.00-166.00  n/a  n/a  150.00-168.50

 800-900  n/a  n/a  n/a  174.00-185.00  168.00-184.00  n/a  n/a  160.00-186.00

 700-800  n/a  n/a  n/a  185.00-200.00  182.00-195.00  n/a  n/a  178.00-202.00

 600-700  n/a  n/a  n/a  190.00-205.00  185.00-206.00  n/a  n/a  190.00-207.00

 500-600  n/a  n/a  n/a  200.00-225.00  192.00-211.00  n/a  n/a  190.00-212.00

 400-500  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  200.00-215.00  n/a  n/a  190.00-225.00

 300-400  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Feeder heifers         

 900-1,000 lbs.  n/a  n/a  n/a  145.00-165.00  130.00-147.00  n/a  n/a  145.00-155.00

 800-900  n/a  n/a  n/a  150.00-167.00  148.00-162.00  n/a  n/a  145.00-165.00

 700-800  n/a  n/a  n/a  165.00-185.00  157.00-173.00  n/a  n/a  160.00-172.00

 600-700  n/a  n/a  n/a  175.00-190.00  173.00-186.00  n/a  n/a  165.00-182.00

 500-600  n/a  n/a  n/a  185.00-210.00  175.00-195.00  n/a  n/a  160.00-192.00

 400-500  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  182.00-200.00  n/a  n/a  165.00-202.00

 300-400  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Slaughter Market         

 No. on offer  n/a  n/a  n/a  90  n/a  n/a  n/a  195

 D1-D2 Cows  n/a  n/a  n/a  90.00-103.00  87.00-94.00  n/a  n/a  90.00-97.00

 D3-D5 Cows  n/a  n/a  n/a  80.00-90.00  81.00-87.00  n/a  n/a  78.00-87.00

 Age Verified  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  89.00-98.50  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Mature Bulls  n/a  n/a  n/a  118.00-127.00  119.00-129.00  n/a  n/a  117.00-125.00

 Butcher Steers  n/a  n/a  n/a  140.00-147.00  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Butcher Heifers  n/a  n/a  n/a  139.00-144.00  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Feeder Cows  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  100.00-123.00

 Fleshy Export Cows  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Lean Export Cows  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a

 Heiferettes  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  100.00-125.00  n/a  n/a  n/a

* includes slaughter market
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NDSU Extension release

An early cyanobacte-
ria bloom in Walsh 
County, North Dakota 

suggests livestock produc-
ers need to exercise cau-
tion with water sources this 
summer.

C y a n o b a c t e r i a ,  a l s o 
known as blue-green algae, 
can produce toxins that are 
harmful to livestock, wild-
life and people.

Blue-green algae often 
occur in stagnant ponds 
or dugouts with elevated 
nutr ient  levels,  for ming 
large colonies that appear 
as scum on or just below 
the water surface, accord-
ing to Carl Dahlen, North 
Dakota  State  Universi ty 
Extension Service beef cat-
tle specialist. 

“With this early finding 
of blue-green algae, be sure 
to monitor livestock water 
sources throughout the sum-
mer and take immediate 
action to prevent cyanobac-
terial poisoning of livestock,” 
Dahlen says.

Live cyanobacteria are 
green and turn blue after 
they die and dry on the water 
surface or shoreline.

Cyanobacteria typically are 
a concern beginning in mid-
July, says Brad Brummond, 
agr iculture  and natural 
resources Extension agent in 
Walsh County.

Blue-green algae’s toxic-
ity depends on the species 
drinking the water,  and 
the concentration and the 
amount of water ingested.

Cyanobacteria produce 
n e u ro  a n d  l i ve r  t ox i n s, 
NDSU Extension veter i-
narian and livestock stew-
ardship specialist Gerald 
Stokka says. Signs of neu-
rotoxin poisoning usually 
appear within 20 minutes of 
ingestion.

In animals,  symptoms 
include weakness, stagger-
ing, difficulty in breathing, 
convulsions and, ultimately, 
death.  Animals  affected 
by liver toxins may exhibit 
weakness,  pale-coloured 
mucous membranes, men-
tal derangement, bloody 
diarrhea and, ultimately, 
death. Typically, livestock are 
found dead before producers 
see symptoms.

Miranda Meehan, NDSU 
Extension livestock envi-
ronmental stewardship spe-
cialist, recommends that if 
producers suspect cyano-
bacterial poisoning caused 
the death of livestock, they 
should check the edges of 
ponds for dead wildlife. 
Dead wildlife is an indica-
tion that cyanobacteria are 
in the water.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p r o d u c -
ers should collect a water 
sample from the suspected 
water source and submit it 
to either a public or com-

m e r c i a l  l a b o r a t o r y  f o r 
testing. 

Here are some ways pro-
ducers can prevent cyano-
b a c t e r i a l  p o i s o n i n g  o f 
livestock:
• � Reduce the nutrient levels 

entering the water source 
by implementing a nutri-
ent management plan or 
establishing buffer strips 
w i t h  p e r e n n i a l  p l a n t 
species.

• � C r e a t e  a  d e s i g n a t e d 
drinking area where the 
risk of cyanobacteria is 
minimal.

• � Fence off the pond and 
p u m p  w a t e r  f ro m  t h e 
pond to a water tank.

• � Use or provide other water 
sources following periods 
of hot, dry weather.

• � Add copper sulphate to 
the water  i f  the water 
source has a history of 
algae blooms. Apply two 
pounds of  copper sul-
phate per acre-foot of 
water, which is equal to a 
rate of eight pounds per 
million gallons.
C h e c k  o u t  t h e  N D S U 

E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e ’ s 
Cyanobacteria (Blue-green 
Algae) Poisoning publication 
at http://tinyurl.com/NDSU-
blue-green-algae for more 
information.

Early bloom raises 
algae poisoning 
concerns
The blue-green algae can be harmful or fatal  
to humans and livestock

An algae bloom in Walsh County has tested positive for toxic cyanobacteria production.  
PHOTO: WALSH COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

“With this early finding of blue-green algae, be 
sure to monitor livestock water sources.”

Carl Dahlen
NDSU

BY ALEX BINKLEY
Co-operator contributor

 

Habitat loss, poor bee-
keeping practices and 
pesticides are among 

the biggest challenges facing 
bee populations, experts have 
told the Commons agriculture 
committee.

Chris Cutler, an associate pro-
fessor in the department of envi-
ronmental sciences at Dalhousie 
University and also a beekeeper, 
said another challenge is a lack of 
information on wild bees, which 
are vital to food production. 
There are about 1,000 bee species 
in Canada.

“In terms of their population 
dynamics and long-term commu-
nity distributions and prevalence 
of different species, we know next 
to nothing about many of them,” 
Cutler said. “This is just another 
cautionary message about mak-
ing blanket statements about 
all the bees being in decline. We 
actually lack a lot of data.”

He said the issue isn’t just lim-
ited to those outside the industry, 
but that beekeepers themselves 
need to better understand what’s 
happening. 

“Education is the issue that 
needs to be really tackled among 
beekeepers,” he said. “You can 
have hives in the exact same 
location and half of them will 
live and half of them will die, and 
I won’t really be able to under-
stand why.”

There’s a strong sense in the 
apiculture sector that “beekeeper 
extension work is key in terms of 
improving the health of honey-
bees across the country.”

Kevin Nixon, an Alberta bee-
keeper and chair of the Canadian 
Honey Council, said bee issues 
have received a lot of misleading 
media attention.

“Unfortunately, most of the 
media has not been willing to 
present all the factors affecting 
bee health, but is aimed at only 
a single factor, being pesticides,” 
Nixon said. “There are many fac-
tors affecting bee health.” 

He cited pests and disease, 
habitat and nutrition, pesticides 
and weather and climate all as 
challenges. 

“Most beekeepers on the whole 
still say that the varroa mite is 
still the biggest challenge that 
we face,” he said. “The mite and 
viruses can decimate a beekeep-
ing operation quite quickly if not 
managed well.”

Nixon added it’s a frustrating 
situation for beekeepers with 
millions of dollars invested in 

their operation and no solution 
forthcoming from the research 
community. 

Beekeepers also face rising 
costs from supplemental feeding 
of their bees, Nixon noted. 

“All regions of Canada go 
through periods throughout 
the year when they need to feed 
their bees, however, it seems like 
we are feeding more than ever 
before,” he said. 

The main reason for that is the 
lack of habitat, such as flowers 
and weeds, that are food sources 
for bees.

While some pesticides can be 
toxic to honeybees, there are also 
many pesticides, which are safe 
to use around bees, Nixon said.

“When products are used 
responsibly and the label is fol-
lowed, most risk can be allevi-
ated,” Nixon said.

Peter Kevan, a professor emer-
itus at the Ontario Agricultural 
College and internationally 
known bee expert, said starvation 
is a major factor in bee deaths 
during the winter.  

“Starvation is a management 
problem,” Kevan said, adding 
it points to the need for better 
training of beekeepers.

“We really do need a system-
atic way of monitoring manage-
ment practices so that we can 
make comparisons between 
the regions in Canada to try to 
understand what can be done 
better here or there.”

The starvation issue is due in 
part to the rather conservative 
nature of the beekeepers. 

“Beekeeping equipment by 
and large has not changed, at 
least in the field, for about 150 
years,” Kevan said. “I think there 
are some new approaches that 
could be taken, that need to be 
taken.”

Kevan also said the effects 
of pesticides on bees has been 
poorly monitored and docu-
mented. The debate over the use 
of neonic seed treatments has 
created a situation where emo-
tions trump logic at times.

“Disagreements have sort 
of resulted in the situation 
being clouded by emotionally 
expressed opinions, backed up 
with some facts, some factoids, 
and some fallacies,” Kevan 
said. “We are not getting a very 
good picture of the actual prob-
lem, unfortunately, because of 
the way things are unfolding. 
Everybody has a stake in it and 
we understand what those stakes 
are and that everybody’s stake 
is legitimate. But there has to 
be some sort of balance, which 
seems to be somewhat lacking.”

Bee die-offs from 
multiple causes
Experts and bee industry representatives say  
the story’s been presented one dimensionally  
by many in the media

Bee deaths are often attributed to just one source — pesticides — but experts say a 
lot more could be at play.   PHOTO: THINKSTOCK



WEATHER VANE
“Everyone talks about the weather, but no one does anything about it.”   Mark Twain, 1897

I don’t know if I would call last 
week’s forecast a total bust, 
as the main weather features 

occurred as forecasted, but as I’ve 
said before, sometimes, when it 
comes to forecasting, the devil 
is in the details. Take last Friday: 
none of the short-term forecasts 
predicted the development of 
the severe thunderstorms that 
tracked through in the early-
morning hours. So the fact that 
my medium-range forecast 
called for some widely scattered 
thunderstorms isn’t that bad!

OK, enough of that; on to this 
week’s forecast. The general flow 
across North America during 
this forecast period looks to be 
pretty zonal, which should result 
in a little less active weather… 
should, but it won’t. Surface 
high pressure will be in place by 
Wednesday, bringing sunshine 
and seasonable temperatures. 
Later in the day Wednesday 
and into Thursday morning, an 
area of low pressure is forecast 
to cross through South Dakota 
and this may bring us some 
clouds, with the chance of some 
thundershowers for extreme 

southern regions. High pressure 
should then build back in later 
Thursday, bringing a return to 
mainly sunny skies right through 
to Friday.

Over the weekend the weather 
models show a strong area of 
low pressure moving across the 
southern Prairies, both at the 
surface and at upper levels. The 
exact track of this low will have 
a big impact on this weekend’s 
weather. Currently it looks like 
the low will track from central 
Saskatchewan on Friday to be 
around Lake of the Woods by 
Sunday. We can expect to see 
thunderstorms develop ahead 
of this system late Friday, with 
showers and thundershowers 
scattered around on Saturday. 
Sunday also looks to be on the 
showery side along with some 
fairly strong northerly winds.

Monday and Tuesday look to 
be sunny, but a little on the cool 
side, with highs only around the 
20 C mark as an arctic high builds 
southward. Temperatures will 
then warm up by Wednesday as 
the strong early-summer sun-
shine warms the high. We should 
expect to see highs climb back 
into the mid-20s by Wednesday 
or Thursday, with overnight lows 
in the lower teens.

Usual temperature range for 
this period: Highs, 21 to 29 C; 
lows, 8 to 16 C.

This issue’s map shows the total amount of precipitation that has fallen across the Prairies so far this growing season. It has been a fairly wet 
start, with a large portion of all three Prairie provinces reporting high to extremely high values compared to historical amounts.

WEATHER MAP - WESTERN CANADA 

Precipitation Compared to Historical Distribution (Prairie Region)

April 1, 2016 to June 16, 2016

Record Dry
Extremely Low (0-10)
Very Low (10-20)
Low (20-40)
Mid-Range (40-60)
High (60-80)
Very High (80-90)
Extremely High (90-100)
Record Wet
Extent of Agricultural Land
Lakes and Rivers

Produced using near real-time data that has
undergone initial quality control.  The map
may not be accurate for all regions due to data
availability and data errors.

Prepared by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s National Agroclimate Information Service (NAIS).   Data provided through partnership with
Environment Canada, Natural Resources Canada, and many Provincial agencies. www.agr.gc.ca/drought

Copyright © 2016 Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada
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By daniel bezte
Co-operator contributor

For those of you who read 
my weekly forecast you 
may have noticed a fair 

bit of “talk” about something 
called an upper-level ridge. 
Believe it or not, but we’ve 
seen these upper-level ridges 
develop; the problem is that 
they just don’t want to stick 
around for very long! The main 
culprit for why these upper-
level ridges haven’t been dom-
inating our weather is some-
thing known as a ridge rider. 
Before we get into a discus-
sion on ridge riders, though, I 
thought we should take a lit-
tle time to review just what an 
upper-level ridge is.

To understand what  an 
upper-level ridge is, we need 
to first come to an under-
standing of what constitutes 
a ridge. Simply put, the term 
ridge is used to depict a region 
of high pressure, with the term 
trough used to depict regions 
of low pressure. But it’s a lit-
tle more complicated than just 
that. Remember that in the 
Northern Hemisphere, an area 
of high pressure occurs when 
air over a large area is sinking 
toward the earth and spread-
ing out or moving away from 
the centre. Areas of low pres-
sure are the opposite. For this 

article we’ll mostly discuss high 
pressure. As the air flows out 
of the area of high pressure it 
begins to curve to the right due 
to the Coriolis force. If the air 
flowing out of a high-pressure 
system curves enough, it will 
eventually form a complete 
circle of air and we would now 
have what is known as an anti-
cyclone, or simply, a region of 
high pressure. If you look at a 
typical surface weather map 
on any given day you can see 
regions of high and low pres-
sure, or areas of anticyclones 
and cyclones.

What most of us don’t see, 
unless you know where to look 
online, are maps showing the 
pressure pattern higher up in 
the atmosphere. If you were to 
do this, one of the first things 
you would notice is that there 
are fewer areas of high and low 
pressure. Instead, there would 
be troughs and ridges. As we 
go up in the atmosphere, the 
closed circulations that we see 
at the surface open up and the 
general flow becomes wave-
like. If the flow dips south-

ward, we have a trough, and 
if the flow curves northward, 
we have a ridge. Areas under a 
ridge tend to be warm and dry, 
while those under the trough 
are cooler and wetter. What 
controls the placement of these 
troughs and ridges is the jet 
stream. When the jet stream is 
strong (large difference in tem-
perature from north to south) 
we see very small troughs and 
ridges (known as zonal flow) 
and the weather is usually not 
very active. When the jet stream 
is weak, the troughs and ridges 
grow to be fairly large (meridi-
onal flow) and the weather is 
usually very active.

Going with the flow(s)
So far this spring we’ve been 
kind of bouncing back and 
forth between a meridional 
flow and a zonal flow across 
North America, with ridging 
tending to build over western 
regions and then fairly quickly 
slide off to the east and weaken. 
Areas under the ridge have 
seen the warm and dry weather 
that usually accompanies such 

a ridge, but the farther east 
you go, the less of an impact 
the ridges tend to have, thanks 
in part to the ridge riders that 
I alluded to at the beginning 
of this article. Regions farther 
to our east have been on the 
edge of the ridge and have 
seen the active cooler weather 
that is also associated with 
this pattern — at least until 
last weekend, when a strong 
eastern ridge developed. The 
interesting part to this cur-
rent flow is that while it’s often 
unstable and can break down 
fairly quickly, which is some-
thing that we’ve seen so far this 
spring, it can also get “stuck” 
in what is known as a block-
ing pattern. This is when the 
pattern of ridges and troughs is 
such that they tend not to move 
much. This is what will tend to 
bring us our heat waves.

So far the ridges that have 
developed this year have not 
been overly strong and as areas 
of low pressure either come 
in off the Pacific or develop to 
our west, they are not being 
blocked or broken down by 
the ridges. If the ridge is strong 
enough, these areas of energy 
either get pushed well to our 
north or south, or the strength 
of the ridge basically robs the 
low of its energy and the low 
weakens or even disappears. 
This year, these areas of low 
pressure are encountering the 

ridge and are getting deflected 
to the north, or they are “rid-
ing” over the ridge, but these 
lows are strong enough that as 
they pass over the ridge they 
squish or flatten the ridge. In 
essence, they partially break 
down the ridge as they pass by.

This  leads to two main 
impacts on our region. First, 
the ridges are not getting a 
chance to get stronger before a 
ridge rider breaks them down, 
resulting in only a couple of 
days of warm, dry weather. 
Second, the lows that would 
normally be pushed to our 
north take a more southerly 
route, bringing us chances of 
rain every two to three days. 
The big question is whether 
we’ll see this pattern continue 
all summer, which might not 
be too bad as long as we don’t 
see too much rain. The other 
possible outcome — the one 
most long-term weather mod-
els are still leaning toward — 
is that the ridges will become 
stronger over the summer, 
bringing us longer and longer 
periods of hot and dry weather. 
As always, only time will tell.

Daniel Bezte is a teacher by profession 
with a BA (Hon.) in geography, 
specializing in climatology, from the 
U of W. He operates a computerized 
weather station near Birds Hill Park. 
Contact him with your questions and 
comments at daniel@bezte.ca.

Upper ridges and ridge riders
Models suggest ridges will strengthen and bring us longer hot spells this summer

Daniel Bezte
Weather Vane

Seasonable temperatures ahead 
Issued: Monday, June 20, 2016 · Covering: June 22 – June 29, 2016

… as areas of low pressure either come in off the 
Pacific or develop to our west, they are not being 
blocked or broken down by the ridges.
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Manitoba’s canola crop  
looking good so far
Canola Council of Canada agronomy specialist Angela Brackenreed  
has some tips for keeping it that way

BY ALLAN DAWSON
Co-operator staff

Manitoba’s canola crop 
is off  to a good start 
—  s o  g o o d ,  A n g e l a 

Brackenreed doesn’t want to jinx 
it.

“In general I would say we have 
a really good-looking canola crop 
across much of the province,” 
Brackenreed, the Canola Council 
of Canada’s Manitoba agronomy 
specialist, said during Manitoba 
Agriculture’s Westman Crop Talk 
webinar June 15. “It makes me 
nervous saying that it is really a 
nice-looking crop, so knock on 
wood.”

On the whole Western Canada’s 
canola crop is also looking good, 
she added. The crop is most 
advanced in southern Alberta, fol-
lowed by Manitoba and then the 
rest of the West.

Advancing well
Brackenreed advised farmers to 
be on the lookout for the poten-
tially yield-robbing fungal dis-
ease blackleg. Often the damage 
isn’t noticeable until swathing 
time.

“The reason I wanted to talk 
about it now is an early-season 
fungicide (application) is one 
option for control or reduction of 
this disease,” she said.

“I am a little bit afraid that some 
spraying has taken place a little 
bit too late to be as effective as it 
potentially could be.” 

To reduce application costs, 
consider spraying combining 
a fungicide application with a 
herbicide.

Fungicide should be applied at 
the cotyledon to two- to three-leaf 
stage for best control. 

Fungicide costs $10 to $15 an 
acre not including the cost of 
application, so yield must be 
increased by a couple of bushels 
an acre to break even.

“I  would say  for  most  of 
Manitoba, blackleg is on the rise 
and has been steadily for the last 
number of years,” she said. “We 
know the risk (in Manitoba) is 
high.”

Windy spring
A lack of calm days has challenged 
crop sprayers this spring. Ideally 
herbicide spraying should be done 
in winds of 20 kilometres an hour 
or less.

“If you have to spray with winds 
of 20 km, gusting up to 30, you 
really need to know what’s down-
wind because that is getting a little 
bit risky,” Brackenreed said. “Low-
drift nozzles can help.”

Reducing ground speed, adjust-
ing pressure and water volumes 
and lowering sprayer booms can 
help.

“The problem if you get too low 
with the booms is you may not get 
as good coverage.”

Root rot is a perennial problem. 
There might be a bit more this year 
due to deeper seeding.

“Unfortunately there is no 
real solution after the fact,” 
Brackenreed said. “But I think it is 
important to take note of it out in 
the field.”

Shallower seeding into warmer 
soils could reduce the problem in 
future years.

“Unfortunately the fungal com-
plex that causes these root rots 
is so ubiquitous in our soils that 
rotation probably isn’t going to be 
all that effective, but it certainly 
could help to reduce that patho-
gen load in the soil if you were to 
widen out your rotation.”

Applying herbicides to a stressed 
canola crop can stress it even 
more. Plants hit twice due to spray 
overlap can even die. Recent rains 
are stressing some canola crops, 
especially in low areas.

“If this is a situation on your 
farm you may want to try and 
let that crop recover a little bit, 
although if you are trying to target 
your first in-crop (herbicide) appli-
cation, which is really important 
for yields and your weeds are really 
getting out of control, it could 
potentially be worth a little bit of 
crop damage to get those weeds 
controlled,” Brackenreed said.

Water-stressed canola turns yel-
low because the roots are starved 
for oxygen, preventing the crop 
from taking up nutrients, includ-
ing nitrogen. In most cases the 
nitrogen is still there and will be 

available when the soil dries. As 
a result, in most cases applying 
more nitrogen in crop isn’t going 
to help much, she said. However, 
it can be where the nitrogen has 
either leached or volatilized

Application timing critical
“The three- to five-leaf stage 
is when we want to be applying 
(nitrogen) to make sure that it is 
available when the crop needs it,” 
Brackenreed said.

Urea, liquid UAN and ammo-
nium sulphate can all be applied 
to canola as a top dressing.

Urea is the most volatile form, 
followed by UAN and ammonium 

sulphate, she said. There are prod-
ucts that can stabilize urea and 
UAN.

“All these products need rain to 
get to the root zone,” Brackenreed 
said, noting canola doesn’t absorb 
nitrogen through its leaves.

“If you are going to use a prod-
uct like urea to top dress — and 
there is certainly nothing wrong 
with that — you want to make sure 
the leaves are fairly dry to try and 
limit those urea prills from stay-
ing on the leaf surface and causing 
leaf burn. With liquid actually the 
opposite is ideal…”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

CROPS
h u s b a n d r y  —  t h e  s c i e n c e ,  S K I L L  O R  ART    O F  F AR  M IN  G
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Spraying: Moisture stress
A very challenging year for spraying

canola update

blackleg

•	 Fungicide is one 	
	 option

•	 Needs to be early!

•	� Worst yield loss 
from infection  
cot- 3/4 leaf

• 	What’s your  
	 break-even?

Source: Angela Brackenreed, Canola Council of Canada
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BY SHANNON VANRAES
Co-operator staff

For years Darwin Tatel used 
Canadian wheat at the San 
Mi g u e l  Mi l l  i n  Ba t a n g a s, 

Philippines, but then something 
changed.

“We stopped using CWRS awhile 
back when we encountered some 
problems in terms of quality,” 
said the head miller, who was in 
Winnipeg to take part in a technical 
exchange program at the Canadian 
International Grains Institute, or 
Cigi, last week. “We were surprised, 
of course, because we were using 
(Canada Western Red Spring) for 
quite some time, since 2002 or 
maybe even 2000, so we had been 
very surprised to see the quality just 
drop down like that.”

The head miller said complaints 
had been received from a number of 
clients, including Gardenia Bakery, 
which produces half a million loaves 
of bread every day.

Michael Santiago, production 
supervisor at Monde Nissin, said 
the same quality issues caused his 
Philippines-based company to turn 
to American wheat after years of 
using Canadian grain.

“I think the last time we used 
Canadian wheat was about 2014,” 
he said. “Because of the gluten, the 
protein, the inconsistencies in those, 
we had to change a lot of blends 
because of that, so then we moved to 
U.S. wheat.”

But after an intense week of com-
paring wheat quality, baking test 
breads, meeting farmers and repre-
sentatives from various Canadian 
commodity groups, both say they feel 
confident that Canadian wheat can 
again meet their companies respec-
tive needs.

“They have assured us that the 
problems previously encountered 
have been addressed,” said Santiago.

That is  exactly what Yvonne 
Supeene, the institute‚ head of bak-
ing technology, wants to hear. She 
said Cigi invited millers from the 
Philippines to participate in the tech-
nical exchange program in the hopes 
of bringing them back to Canadian 
wheat.

“The Philippines has been identi-
fied as a market that has potential 
growth for importing more CWRS, 
our principle class of wheat,” she 
said, adding exports of Canadian 
wheat to that country have declined 
in recent years.

“We’d like to work with the mill-
ing companies and give them expo-
sure to the recent changes that have 
been made over the last number of 
years, collectively through co-opera-
tion among the whole value chain,” 
said Supeene. “We saw that decline in 
exports and we know they do require 
high-protein wheat, so that is part 
of the reason we are targeting mill-
ers there and showing them what we 
have.”

While the Canadian Grain Com
mission is responsible for monitoring 
and governing the quality of CWRS, 
not Cigi, Supeene said the institute 
worked with the commission, testing 

wheat and collaborating on strategies 
that would see that class of wheat 
become more defined in terms of 
quality.

“I think it is important to say that 
there was nothing wrong with the 
class before, it’s just that the feedback 
from our customers and the work 
that we were doing ourselves at Cigi 
and CGC, we collectively saw that the 
dough strength was becoming a little 
too mellow and we wanted to be very 
cautious,” she said, adding several 
changes have been put in place over 
the last few years to address any con-
cerns customers might have.

“There were changes done at the 
quality evaluation committee level, 
introducing more stringent testing 
for varieties to even be registered 
within the class of CWRS, there was 
a floor and ceiling shift in the class 
itself, so they made the floor higher 
— in other words the strength has 
to be higher now for the varieties to 
enter into the CWRS class,” explained 
Supeene.

For Tatel, his first visit to Canada 
has paid off.

“We understand better now how 
the system of Canadian wheat is 
being handled,” he said, noting he 
and his peers will also leave with a 
better understanding of where and 
how Canadian wheat is grown.

“We haven’t been able to see 
a wheat field with live wheat in it, 
but we have seen acres and acres 
of land... and the kind of huge and 
sophisticated equipment they are 
using. We don’t have that in the 
Philippines as of yet, so we were kind 
of amazed,” said Tatel.

Santiago was also impressed, not 
just by the operation they visited, but 
by the determination shown to win 
back their customer loyalty.

“Canada wants us back and we can 
work on it,” he said.

shannon.vanraes@fbcpublishing.com

Cigi coaxes Philippines  
back into the fold
Cigi is wooing Filipino millers after a period of poor gluten strength  
and low protein drove them to American wheat suppliers

Esey Assefaw, Cigi’s head of Asian products and pasta technology, speaks to a technical exchange group from the Philippines at Cigi.  
Photos: Shannon VanRaes

Darwin Tatel of the San Miguel Mill in Batangas, Philippines examines pasta technology during a 
technical exchange at Cigi.  

“Canada wants us back 
and we can work on it.”

Michael Santiago
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BY JENNIFER PAIGE
Co-operator staff/Brandon

 

Acomputer program capable of 
analyzing the effects of land use 
and simulating mitigation strate-

gies of an entire river basin seems like a 
concept stolen from a futuristic movie.

However, a $1.1-million investment 
from the federal government has put 
the  Manitoba Forage and Grassland 
Association (MFGA) on track for 
developing just that —  a multi-fac-
eted modelling platform to predict 
and monitor the hydrological sensi-
tivity of the Assiniboine River Basin 
(ARB).  

“We believe grasslands and forage 
crops are a critical part of the solution 
for future flood- and drought-ravaged 
areas of the ARB,” said Henry Nelson, 
MFGA vice-chair and project manager 
of the hydrology model project. “The 
hydrology model will showcase proac-
tive solutions for many stakeholders 
across the ARB for flood and drought 
mitigation.”

The project will be spearheaded 
by  M F G A ,  w o rk i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h 
Aquanty Inc., a hydrological science 
and research company and IBM, the 
International Business Machines cor-
poration, to develop a HydroGeoSphere 
modelling platform that will allow for 
targeted hydrological analysis and 
research.

Numerous groups are collaborat-
ing on the project, including the 
Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI), 
the Keystone Agriculture Producers 
(KAP),  Manitoba Beef Producers, 
Agriculture Producers Association of 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba Conservation 
D i s t r i c t s   A s s o c i a t i o n ,   B r a n d o n 
University, International Institute for 
Sustainable Development, the City of 
Minot, Manitoba Agriculture Services 
Corporation, the Prairie Improvement 
Network and a number of other provin-
cial commodity groups.

“This project, to coin a phrase, has 
the potential to be a game changer 
in how we collectively address future 
water management issues ranging from 
extreme droughts to damaging floods,” 
said Allan Preston, chair of ARBI. “We 
can and will do a better job of multi-
jurisdictional  water management 
across the entire basin, using a holistic 
approach engaging all of the players 
and stakeholders.”

 
Motivated
Since 2007, federal and provincial gov-
ernments have dealt with multiple 
water-related disaster events that have 
caused unprecedented crop losses, 
property and infrastructure damage 
and put a strain on AgriRecovery assist-
ance programs.

On June 13, Agriculture and Agri-
Fo o d   ( A A F C )   Mi n i s t e r   L a w re n c e 
MacAulay announced the million-dollar 
investment into the project.

“Extreme weather events have created 
many challenges for Prairie farmers in 
recent years. We’re committed to work-
ing together with the agriculture sector 
to equip farmers with the tools they 
need to proactively manage business 
risks such as these,” MacAulay said. 

Nelson said the $1.1 million from 
AAFC will cover approximately two-
thirds of the project costs, with the 
remaining balance coming from the 
provincial government and stakeholder 
contributions.

“Collecting the data is really where 
the big cost is here and that is why we 
are appreciative that AAFC has recog-
nized the value of this,” Nelson said. 
“Manitoba Agriculture is another key 
supporter in this and it has provided 
some financial contribution, as well 
as some in-kind contribution through 
staff. It has also provided funding to 
support a post-doctorate fellow that 
will be situated at Brandon University 
to work on the model.”

 
Phase 1
The first phase of the project will 
run from now until March 31, 2018. 
Aquanty Inc. will develop the data 
analytics system that will be run on a 
high-performance computing system 
from IBM.

Existing data on the Assiniboine 
basin, as well as the Qu’Appelle and 
Souris sub-basins and Birdtail water-
shed, will be fed into the platform.

“This program takes into account 
the soil characteristics, topography, 
surface and soil moisture and the 
groundwater levels and then it has the 
capability to determine how the water 
flows will react in that environment,” 
Nelson said.

By March 31,  2018, the Hydro
GeoSphere simulation software will 
be capable of running complex sim-

ulations of water movement through 
surface water and groundwater flow 
systems.

“In this first phase we are looking at 
infrastructure and the impact of per-
ennial forages and grasslands on the 
landscape, with respect to quantities of 
water as it moves through the basin,” 
Nelson said.

 
Simulating scenarios
Nelson says the exciting part of this 
program is that it allows users to input 
mitigation theories, see the outcome 
and determine the best possible solu-
tions without real-life investments.

“Basically, we will be able to look at 
what is causing downstream flows and 
then create a few ‘what if’ scenarios to 
see what the outcomes would be with-
out having to invest anything,” Nelson 
said. “For instance, you can say, if we 
changed our infrastructure so that we 
had a dike or ditch in a certain place, 
or if we were to change our vegetation, 
if there were 10 per cent more forages 
what are the impacts on water manage-
ment within this basin?”

KAP president, Dan Mazier agrees 
that the program’s ability to test out 
‘what if ’ scenarios will be one of the 
biggest benefits.

“This is going to change the way we 
plan things. We will be able to moni-

tor and simulate so much more criteria 
that it is going to fundamentally change 
the way we look at infrastructure and 
how we design it. That is where I see the 
biggest benefit in this project,” Mazier 
said.

 
Uncapped potential
According to Nelson, following Phase 1 
of the project, MFGA hopes to be able 
to move into a second phase that uses 
the tool to examine nutrient manage-
ment and the impact of different types 
of management practices.

He said that MFGA aims to collect 
sound information on the impacts of 
various farming management practices 
in order to determine the most benefi-
cial practices for the land and the sur-
rounding watershed.

“There are a lot of ecological goods 
and services, things that forages and 
grasslands contribute, that aren’t nec-
essarily recognized in the economy. 
Things like habitat for biodiversity, for 
pollinators, carbon sequestrations, 
benefits on climate change, and soil 
health,” Nelson said. “Farmers are pro-
ducing more than just food and this 
tool is a great opportunity to gather 
some data to show that.”

Many of the project stakeholders also 
believe information produced by this 
project will create more predictability 
and a better understanding of drought 
and floods. 

“Recent flood events in the basin 
have severely  taxed gover nment 
resources in addressing claims for com-
pensation,” Preston said, noting the 
technology developed in the Aquanty 
project provides more opportunity to 
study preventive measures, risk mitiga-
tion activities, to reduce the need for 
financial support programs. 

jennifer.paige@fbcpublishing.com

Federal investment kick-starts 
Aquanty project
The Aquanty project is said to be a game changer in how the province will address  
future water management issues within the Assiniboine River Basin

The Assiniboine River Basin encompasses the Qu’Appelle, Souris and Assiniboine sub-basins, across Saskatchewan, Manitoba and North Dakota and is  
162,000 square kilometres in size, which is approximately the same size as the entire state of North Dakota.   Photo: MFGA

“This program takes into account the soil characteristics, 
topography, surface and soil moisture and the groundwater 
levels and then it has the capability to determine how the water 
flows will react in that environment.”

Henry Nelson
MFGA vice-chair and project manager of the Aquanty project
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Southwest Region
Overall, weather has been good 
for crop advancement. Rainfall 
varied from 20 to 50 mm and 
some areas received thunder-
storms and hail with 50 to 75 
mm of total precipitation.  

Winter wheat and fall rye are 
at the heading stage. Fungicides 
on winter wheat should be com-
plete by the end of the week. 
Early-seeded cereal crops are 
in the flag-leaf to early-heading 
stage with producers preparing 
to apply fungicide. Early-seeded 
canola is starting to bolt and 
most late-seeded canola is cab-
baging out.

Soybeans are progressing well 
and most acres are in first- to 
second-trifoliate stage. Corn 
and sunflowers are advancing. 
Early-seeded peas are starting to 
flower. 

First-cut haying has started for 
some producers, but recent rain 
and high humidity has delayed 
baling. 

Northwest Region
Te m p e r a t u r e s  a n d  r a i n -
fall amounts were extremely 
variable over the past week. 
Localized areas around and 
south of Ste. Rose, Makinak and 
McCreary received up to 25 mm 
of rainfall adding to the already 
wet conditions. Crops in this 
area are yellowing due to exces-

sive moisture and weed control 
operations have resulted in rut-
ted fields. High winds over the 
weekend caused damage. Thirty 
per cent of wheat is at the til-
lering stage. Approximately 45 
per cent of canola is seedling 
and 50 per cent is at the rosette 
stage. Most of the field peas and 
soybeans are in the vegetative 
stage.

Herbicide treatments are 
nearing completion but appli-
cations continue as field con-
ditions allow in areas chal-
lenged by wet field conditions. 
Diamondback moth monitor-
ing trap populations continue to 
be highest in The Pas and Swan 
Valley areas. 

Pastures have adequate growth 
as a result of periodic showers 
and warm temperatures.

 
Central Region
Ra i n  a n d  t h u n d e r s t o r m s 
resulted in significant amounts 
of rain in several areas. Golf 
ball-sized hail fell in Altona 
and Winkler, and even slightly 
larger south of Morden. Much 
of the region received 38 to 50 
mm of rain  with 100 mm and 
more in some areas. Yellowing of 
crop due to excessive moisture 
is evident; good drying condi-
tions are needed, especially for 
the heavier clays. Although her-
bicide applications resumed, 

some fields will require addi-
tional days for drying.

Seeding is complete. Recent 
emergence has been rapid with 
warmer temperatures and mois-
ture.  Crop death in low spots 
of fields is more evident in the 
later-seeded fields. There is 
standing water in some fields. 

Cereals are growing rapidly, 
and most fields are tillering or 
starting stem elongation. The 
later-seeded canola is emerging 
rapidly. The majority of the fields 
is in the rosette stage. Flowering 
has begun in some fields, and 
fungicide applications will start 
this week.

Corn growth is rapid with the 
recent moisture and warmer 
temperatures. Soybeans are 
in the first- to third-trifoliate 
stage, depending on seeding 
date. Iron deficiency chloro-
sis is becoming noticeable in 
a number of fields. Herbicide 
applications continue.

Peas have advanced, and fun-
gicide application for leaf dis-
eases has begun. Flowering is 
complete in fall rye. Fungicide 
applications at the heading 
stage of winter wheat have been 
made. Weed growth is rapid 
with the recent moisture and 
warmer temperatures. Herbicide 
applications continue to be a 
challenge.

Forages are growing quickly. 

Alfalfa is blooming and tame 
grasses are at heading stage. 
The moisture has generally been 
beneficial to the hay and pas-
ture, but is impacting cutting 
and baling operations. Some 
alfalfa weevil is present.

Eastern Region
Rainfall ranged from as little 
as eight mm to greater than 
115 mm. Localized storm 
cells in the last half of the 
week resulted in higher rain-
fall accumulations in some 
areas Standing water in fields 
is very evident in higher-rain-
fall areas. Symptoms such as 
crop yellowing in spring cereals 
and soybeans and premature 
bolting in canola were noted. 
Producers continue to be con-
cerned about not being able 
to apply herbicides and fungi-
cides in a timely manner.

Seeding is complete in the 
Eastern Region. Winter cere-
als are heading and flowering 
with some crops in the early-
milk stage. Spring cereals are at 
stem elongation with flag leaves 
emerging. Early-seeded canola 
is in early flower with the rest of 
the crop from rosette to bolting. 
Field peas range from 10 nodes 
to very early flower. Most soy-
beans range from the second to 
fourth trifoliate and corn devel-
opment ranges from V7 to V9. 

First-pass herbicide applica-
tions are approximately 90 per 
cent complete. Fungicide appli-
cations targeted at fusarium 
head blight suppression in win-
ter cereals are mostly complete.

Interlake Region
Warm weather followed by 
extreme rainfall events occurred 
last week. During the weekend, 
several storms moved through 
resulting in large amounts of 
rainfall and in some areas hail. 
Precipitation amounts varied 
from eight to 45 mm. 

Producers were able to seed 
many of the unseeded acres. For 
the acres that still haven’t been 
seeded, producers are looking 
into seeding greenfeed, hay, or 
forages for seed production.

Spraying progress is estimated 
to be 50 to 60 per cent complete. 

Winter wheat completed 
flowering last week in the South 
Interlake, while some fields in 
the North Interlake should be 
sprayed this week for fusarium 
head blight suppression. Spring 
cereals development varies 
from three leaf up to flag leaf. 
Canola fields vary from emerg-
ing to rosette stage and starting 
to cabbage. 

Soybeans range from unifo-
liate to second-trifoliate stage. 
Corn is growing rapidly and 
ranges from V1 to V5 stage. 

Spraying well underway, wet conditions 
dog parts of province
Manitoba Agriculture report for June 20, 2016

CROP REPORT 

Water Festival

Approximately 150 students from Crystal City, Manitou, St. Claude, Baldur and Morden participated in the annual Water Festival, a partnership between the Pembina Valley and La Salle Redboine 
Conservation Districts and the Prairie Spirit School Division. It provides a hands-on learning event for the students at the Binney Nature Preserve, near Binney Siding. Lynda Matchullis, with the school division, 
said students are always very enthusiastic about the annual event and enjoy the teamwork element of the program. Students participate in activities like dip netting, digging in the soil, counting tree rings, 
spotting birds and playing nature games. “It runs like a well-oiled machine,” Matchullis said.    PHOTO: Pembina Valley Conservation District



STAFF

A research review from 
a Canadian hospital 
says there’s a clear link 

between eating barley and 
reduced levels of two types of 
“bad cholesterol” that are asso-
ciated with heart disease.

T h e  p a p e r,  w r i t t e n  by 
researchers at Toronto’s St. 
Michael’s Hospital, was pub-
lished recently in The European 
Journal of Clinical Nutrition. It 
included 14 studies on clinical 
trials conducted in seven coun-
tries, including Canada.

Barley reduced both low-
density lipoprotein, or LDL, and 
non-high-density lipoprotein, 
or non-HDL, by seven per cent, 
it said.

The review also indicated that 
barley had similar cholesterol-
lowering effects as oats, which 
is often the go-to grain for 
health benefits.

It is the first study to look at 
the effects of barley and bar-
ley products on both LDL and 
non-HDL cholesterol in addi-
tion to apolipoprotein B, or 
apoB, a lipoprotein that carries 
bad cholesterol through the 
blood. Measuring non-HDL and 
apoB provides a more accurate 
assessment for cardiovascu-
lar risk, as they account for the 
total ‘bad cholesterol’ found in 
the blood.

“ The f indings  are  most 
important for populations at 
high risk for cardiovascular dis-
ease, such as Type 2 diabetics, 
who have normal levels of LDL 
cholesterol, but elevated lev-
els of non-HDL or apoB,” said 
Dr. Vladimir Vuksan, research 
scientist and associate director 
of the Risk Factor Modification 
Centre of St. Michael’s. “Barley 
has a lowering effect on the 
total bad cholesterol in these 
high-risk individuals, but can 
also benefit people without 
high cholesterol.”

High cholesterol and diabe-
tes are major risk factors for car-
diovascular disease and stroke, 
historically treated with medi-
cations. However, Dr. Vuksan’s 
research and work focuses 
on how dietary and lifestyle 
changes can reduce these risk 
factors.

“Barley’s positive effect on 
lowering cholesterol is well 
documented and has been 
included in the Canadian 
strategy for reducing cardio-
vascular risk,” said Dr. Vuksan. 
“Health Canada,  the FDA 
and several health authori-
ties worldwide have already 
approved health claims that 
barley lowers LDL cholesterol, 
but this is the first review 
showing the effects on other 
harmful lipids.”

Despite its benefits Dr. Vuksan 
said barley is not as well estab-

lished as some other health-
recommended foods — such 
as oats. Barley consumption by 
humans has fallen by 35 per cent 
in the last 10 years. Canada is 
one of the top five world pro-
ducers of barley but human con-
sumption accounts for only two 
per cent of the crop yield, with 
livestock making up the other 98 
per cent. 

“After looking at the evidence, 
we can also say that barley is 
comparably effective as oats 
in reducing overall risk of car-
diovascular disease,” said Dr. 
Vuksan.

Barley is higher in fibre, has 
twice the protein and almost 
half the calories of oats, which 
are important considerations 
for those with weight or dietary 
concerns.

Dr. Vuksan said barley can be 
enjoyed in a variety of ways. He 
recommends trying to incorpo-
rate barley into existing recipes, 
using it as a substitute for rice 
or even on its own — just like 
oatmeal.
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Canadian researcher touts benefits of barley
A Canadian research review has found barley can play a role in reducing harmful types of cholesterol

“Barley has a 
lowering effect 
on the total bad 
cholesterol in these 
high-risk individuals, 
but can also benefit 
people without high 
cholesterol.”

Dr. Vladimir Vuksan
St. Michael’s Hospital

PHOTO: Thinkstock

Decisions are made in the field at  
Western Canada’s only outdoor farm expo!

Join us at the second annual Ag in Motion on July 19 - 21, 2016. 
It’s a unique opportunity to get up close and personal with today’s agricultural 
technology. Experience live demonstrations of field equipment, crops, livestock 
and services all together on 320 acres near Saskatoon.
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www.aginmotion.ca

™

™ Denotes a trade-mark of Canada’s Outdoor Shows Limited Partnership.

SEE Technology TOUCH Innovation BE Empowered

 SEE Technology
 TOUCH Innovation

BE Empowered

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!

Save Over 40%

Visit aginmotion.ca or call toll free 1-800-665-1362
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Jinxiang, China/Reuters

Y ang Fei doubled his money last 
year buying and selling in the 
unofficial garlic capital of the 

world. He did pretty well the year 
before, too, and the year before that.

One of a few dozen garlic agents in 
Jinxiang, in China’s eastern Shandong 
province, 34-year-old Yang is at the 
centre of a trade that has attracted a 
small group of retail investors, mainly 
wealthy businessmen, seeking a surer 
bet than China’s volatile stock and real 
estate markets.

When prices are low, around the 
spring harvest, investors buy as much 
of the crop as they can, put it into 
store, and release it onto the market 
when prices rise later in the year.

“Manipulating the garlic market 
and hyping the price is pretty sim-
ple compared to the stock market and 
real estate. Many of my clients have 
stocked tens of thousands of tonnes of 
garlic and don’t sell it until the price 
rises,” another agent, Liu Yunfei, told 
Reuters.

Yang’s profits and those of his dozen 
or so clients ballooned to seven mil-
lion yuan (C$1.39 million) last year, 
when the price of garlic rose to 10.6 
yuan (C$2.10) per kilogram.

“For the last three years, our inves-
tors have made money, we made a 100 
per cent profit last year,” said Yang, 
who has built five warehouses for gar-
lic storage and plans another four.

This year, though, may be different.
The one-way bet on garlic has lured 

many new investors, driving prices 
up to a record 13.4 yuan/kg in March, 
much earlier than usual. Also, frosts 
in China at the turn of the year hit 
plantings and yields, and that could 
squeeze margins when the investors’ 
stored garlic comes onto the market 
later.

Agents said there were more inves-
tors this year, and they were spending 
more to buy up the garlic crop.

“This year, garlic prices are espe-
cially high,” said an agent named Yan 
Jianhua. “A lot of people have been 
looking for me. I know one person 
from Guangdong who wants to store 
around 5,000 tonnes. Last year, he 
stored less than 1,000 tonnes.”

Garlic boom
With a population of around 640,000 
and no previous claim to fame other 
than proximity to the provincial capi-
tal, Jinxiang has boomed.

It produced 1.69 million tonnes 
of garlic last year, around seven per 
cent of China’s total — and more than 
the whole of South Korea, the world’s 
third-largest producer. China’s annual 
crop of around 25 million tonnes 
dominates the global market.

Garlic fields stretch out around 
Jinxiang, and at harvest time the air 
is filled with dust kicked up by trucks 
ferrying the crop to market and stor-
age. The town also grows onions and 
hot peppers.

As production around Jinxiang has 
doubled in a decade, the ‘garlic econ-
omy’ has sprouted new villas, auto 
dealerships and modern retail space.

“Garlic has made Jinxiang richer in 
the last two years,” said Su Xiuling, a 
local grower who makes some extra 
money by peeling garlic at the mar-
ket once the crop is in. “There’s a 
huge change. Our roads are wider... 
and even farmers now build bigger 
homes.”

Garlic is a staple in Asia’s diet, used 
in everything from the ubiquitous 
monosodium glutamate (MSG) to 
desserts. Believed to have medicinal 
healing powers, it’s even added to foot 
salve.

It’s easy to grow, harvest, transport 
and store. Modern coldstores — some 
bigger than a soccer pitch — can keep 
it fresh for up to two years, giving 
investors a longer window to sell into.

Zheng Xiang from Chengdu in 
southwestern Sichuan — a more than 
two-hour flight away — is one of those 
investors who converge on Jinxiang 
each year to meet their agents, inspect 
the crop and check on prices.

“I  came to  inspect  the market 
and see how big the harvest is and 
whether the price has increased,” 
Zheng said over dinner, with heaps of 
stir-fried garlic.

Z h e n g  i n v e s t e d  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  y u a n 
(C$59,446) in garlic last year and plans 
to spend up to two million yuan this 
year — hoping to recoup some of the 
60,000 yuan he lost on the stock mar-
ket when property shares fell.

“Isn’t everybody switching from 
s t o c k s  t o  a g r i c u l t u re  c o m m o d i -
ties now? It’s the trend. Speculating 
with garlic is similar to stocks, but 
(physical) garlic is not as unreliable as 
futures (trading),” he said.

But not everyone gets to share in the 
spoils.

Garlic farmers see little of the prof-
its once their crops are harvested. 
They typically sell  their garlic for 

around 4.4 yuan/kg, according to local 
official media.

Opaque market
China’s garlic market is difficult to 
track as there is no official data or 
clarity on acreage and no central-
ized pricing. That can exacerbate wild 
price swings as in some of China’s 
other nascent, casino-like futures 
markets.

And the scale of  production in 
places like Jinxiang is felt thousands 
of miles from China among rival grow-
ers who accuse a hands-off govern-
ment of failing to regulate the crop 
or control the “dumping” of cheap 
exports.

“The Jinxiang government is pay-
ing close attention to garlic prices, 
but isn’t regulating and controlling 
the market. It is trying to guide plant-
ing and trade,” said a local commerce 
official who gave only his surname, Li.

Yu Li,  a spokesperson, said the 
Dalian Commodity Exchange has no 
plans to add garlic futures, and pays 
little attention to the crop.

As more money pours  in,  next 
year’s garlic acreage is expected to 
increase again, potentially squeezing 
margins, but not by enough to deter  
investors.

“You can buy garlic pretty much any 
year and still make money,” said Wang 
Xiaoying, an investor who owns four 
Jinxiang warehouses.

“If you invest a million, you’ll make 
a million, it’s that simple,” she says.

Red-hot garlic market lures 
Chinese investors
A handful of wealthy business people are driving a runaway market in this savoury delicacy

Yang Fei (r), a garlic agent, watches his workers at a warehouse in Jinxiang county, in eastern Shandong province June 1, 2016.    PHOTOs: REUTERS/Jessica Macy Yu

“Garlic has made Jinxiang richer in the last two years.  
There’s a huge change. Our roads are wider... and even farmers 
now build bigger homes.”

Su Xiuling
garlic grower

Tall stacks of garlic at a market in Jinxiang county 
of eastern Shangdong.  
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The rare birth of a white bison 
calf has sparked a new sense of 
optimism to the people of Sioux 

Valley Dakota Nation. 
“We have a shared history with the 

bison. Our people were almost wiped 
out just as the bison were. So, we have 
a connection with them and they are 
part of our culture and are included in 
many of our ceremonies,” said Sioux 
Valley Dakota Nation Chief Vincent 
Tacan. 

In early May, Sioux Valley First 
Nation reserve, which is located 50 
kms west of Brandon near Griswold, 
welcomed a white male bison calf into 
its herd of 25.

The calf and its mother are believed 
to be two of three white bison in 
Manitoba. The third, Blizzard, resides 
at the Assiniboine Park Zoo.

“I don’t know what the odds are to 
have a white buffalo calf. But from 
what I understand it is pretty rare,” 
Tacan said. “This is certainly not a 
fluke of nature, this is not an albino 
calf. If you look at this calf, its eyes are 
not pink. It is a true white bison.”

According to the U.S. National Bison 
Association, one out of every 10 mil-
lion bison are born white.

The calf ’s mother was gifted to the 
reserve by the Assiniboine Park Zoo in 
2009 because of the animal’s cultural 
significance.

When the white bison first arrived 
at the reserve, Tacan says that many 
thought that she would never have 
a calf. But, despite speculation she 
calved two brown calves prior to this 
white calf.

“I am not a veterinarian or bison 
expert but one of the guys I was talk-
ing to thought that this happened 
because we switched bulls after her 
first two calves and that the moth-
er’s genes were stronger in this calf,” 
Tacan said.

 
Spiritually significant
The white bison is considered sacred 
or spiritually significant in several 
Native American religions, a belief 
that is followed by a number of resi-
dents in the Sioux Valley community.

Tacan explains the story of the white 
bison calf woman, where two Dakota 
Nation warriors were out hunting and 
the white bison woman appeared to 
them in the distance with a herd.

“The story goes that the first war-
rior had bad thoughts against her and 
was turned to dust. The other was 
afraid and the woman told him to go 
home and get ready and she would 
come to their camp and have some-
thing to share. He went home and got 
ready and the woman appeared and 
shared her purpose and taught them 
the ceremonies and traditions. It is a 
significant story that our people tell 
and today, people still follow some of 
those customs and beliefs.”

M a n y  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  i n  No r t h 
America believe that a white bison is 
the most sacred living thing on earth 
and will often visit the animal for 
prayer and religious rituals. 

The community has seen a number 
of visitors who have come to view 
the calf  and leave tobacco offer-
ings wrapped in colourful flags that 
now line the fence of the animal’s 
enclosure.

“Some people go to a church and 
speak with a minister or whatever 
they choose. But in our culture, we 
take tobacco offerings and flags and 
hang them at the buffalo site. We have 
quite a few people who visit the bison, 
from both on and off of the reserve,” 
Tacan said.

In Aboriginal culture, the birth of a 
white bison is also a sign of hope, an 
indication of good times to come and 
in many cases it is considered to be a 
prophetic sign.

Tacan says he isn’t necessarily too 
spiritual himself but certainly believes 
the white bison that was gifted to the 
community in 2009 has brought posi-
tive changes.

“Six years ago when I became chief 
I  basically inherited a mess.  The 

finances were in bad shape and a lot 
of aspects of the reserve were strug-
gling. I noticed that when the buffalo 
came in things began to improve and 
I really do believe that something is 
going on here,” he said.

“Our debt has been cleared up, we 
have a better relationship with our 
surrounding neighbours, we are start-
ing to educate our people on and off 
the reserve, there are cross-cultural 
exchanges happening, and we have 
been able to start a significant eco-
nomic development project. There 
have been a lot of positive things hap-
pen here and some that I can’t explain 
but it seems to be going along a paral-
lel track with the bison.”

jennifer.paige@fbcpublishing.com

A rare birth on a Manitoba First Nations
The white bison is considered sacred or spiritually significant in several Native American religions,  
including Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, which welcomed a white bison calf in early May

Brightly coloured flags and tobacco offerings line the bison enclosure at Sioux Valley Dakota Nation.   Photo: Jennifer Paige

The white calf and its mother are believed to be two of three white bison in Manitoba.  
Photo: Tim Smith, Brandon Sun

Sioux Valley Dakota Nation welcomed a white 
bison calf into its herd in early May. 

 Photo: Jennifer Paige

Vincent Tacan, chief of Sioux Valley Dakota 
Nation, is the caretaker of the reserve’s bison 
herd along with his brother Tony.  
Photo: Tim Smith, Brandon Sun

“This is certainly not a 
fluke of nature, this is not 
an albino calf. If you look 
at this calf, its eyes are 
not pink. It is a true white 
bison.”

Vincent Tacan
chief of Sioux Valley Dakota Nation
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Prairie fare

Does watching cooking shows  
promote weight gain?

Snap Bean Provencal
1 (16-ounce) package frozen green beans

1 tbsp. olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

1 tbsp. fresh parsley, chopped

Heat the olive oil over moderate heat in a 
skillet. Add green beans and sauté until heated 
through and soft textured. Add salt and pep-
per to taste. Stir in chopped parsley just before 
serving.

Makes eight servings. Each serving (before 
added salt) has 40 calories, 2 grams (g) fat, 1 g 
protein, 4 g carbohydrate, 1 g fibre and 0 mil-
ligrams sodium.

I am gaining weight just watching this 
show. These cooking shows must fuel the 
obesity issue,” my husband commented.

We were walking on treadmills side by side 
at a gym. We had our TVs tuned to the same 
cooking show.

He probably noticed me shaking my head 
as I watched the show. I tend to shake my 
head from side to side a couple of times when 
I can’t believe what I am hearing or seeing.

On this particular show, the people went 
out to a restaurant to try some highly deca-
dent foods, then they returned home to try to 
recreate the recipes. They ate a huge amount 
of food twice. At the time of my husband’s 
comment, they were sipping super-rich malts.

I looked down at the calorie counter on my 
treadmill. I had burned all of 100 calories. 
Every bite of what they were eating had at 
least 100 calories.

Keep in mind that consuming 100 extra 
calories per day theoretically could lead to 
a 10-pound weight gain in a year unless you 
counteract the extra calories with exercise.

The TV cooks would need to walk on tread-
mills for hours to burn off the calories they 
just consumed.

As I thought about my husband’s comment 
about cooking shows and weight, I figured 
that researchers must have studied the topic. 
Could making the recipes on cooking shows 
promote weight gain? The answer is yes, at 
least according to one study.

Researchers used a survey to study the rela-
tionship between watching cooking shows 
and the body mass index of about 500 women 
ages 20 to 25. The women who watched cook-
ing shows and followed the recipes at home 
had a higher body mass index. The women 
who did not follow the cooking shows’ recipes 
were likely to weigh less.

Of course, not all cooking shows promote 
unhealthful eating. Sometimes these shows 
are as entertaining as spectator sports.

Cooking shows can teach us valuable culi-
nary techniques, introduce us to unfamiliar 
cuisine and provide ideas to flavour foods 
without adding calories.

However, managing weight can be a chal-
lenge with all the tasty temptations around 
us, especially if you try all the mouth-
watering recipes shown on many shows. 
Moderation is key for many of the culinary 
creations we see prepared on TV.

We all need to eat, and cooking for our-
selves gives us more control over what we 

consume. If weight management or loss is 
a goal, consider these behaviours based on 
information from the National Institutes of 
Health:
• �Set goals. Be sure your goals are specific, 

attainable (doable) and forgiving (less than 
perfect). For example, “eat more health-
fully” is not very specific. “Have a half-cup 
of raw vegetables for a snack every after-
noon” is a specific goal. In fact, we all 
should be filling half of our plate with fruits 
and vegetables.

• �Use the concept of “shaping.” That has 
nothing to do with wearing a girdle, by the 
way. “Shaping” means that you set small 
goals to help you reach a distant major goal.

• �When you meet a goal, give yourself a non-
food reward, such as an afternoon off or 
your favourite DVD.

• �Self-monitor your weight, food and/or 
activity. Some people like to weigh them-
selves daily, but remember that weight can 
fluctuate a little every day due to water 
weight. Write down what you are tracking in 
a notebook, or use an app on your phone or 
an online tool on a computer.

• �Figure out what cues prompt you to eat. 

When you turn on the TV, do you pull out a 
bag of snacks? If you go out for coffee with a 
friend, do you always have a treat? Retrain 
yourself to avoid having extra calories in 
certain situations. Maybe you could meet 
your friend for a walk instead of being in a 
situation where food is present.

• �Slow down when you eat. Before you have 
another portion, pause. Allow your brain 
a full 15 minutes to get the signal that you 
have eaten your fill.
Visit http://tinyurl.com/calculateBMI-

NIH if you are wondering what your body 
mass index is. All you do is type your height 
and weight. If your BMI is 18.5 to 24.9, 
your weight is “normal.” If your BMI is 25 
to 29.9, you fall in the overweight category. 
BMI values above 30 are in the “obese” cat-
egory. Visit with a dietitian or another health-
care provider to learn more about weight 
management.

Here’s a low-calorie side dish perfect for 
frozen or fresh beans from a farmers’ market 
or your own garden in midsummer. I truly 
couldn’t stop eating these when my students 
tested the recipe, but I did not feel guilty 
about eating too many green beans.

Green beans make a low-calorie, tasty side dish. 

PHOTO: KAMUELABOY/MORGUEFILE

BY JULIE GARDEN-ROBINSON

NDSU Extension Service

  Photo: Thinkstock

“
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By Albert Parsons
Freelance contributor

Traditionally, carpet bed-
ding involved the use 
of dwarf, compact foli-

age plants that were planted 
in intricate patterns and then 
clipped to maintain their com-
pact form. Purists still refer to 
carpet bedding only when such 
plants are used. Over time, 
however, the techniques were 
adapted to include dwarf, com-
pact flowering plants and this 
is the form that best suits the 
home gardener.

Grand expanses of carpet 
bedding can be seen in public 
areas such as the grounds of 
the provincial legislative build-
ings and at the International 
Peace Garden. Although some 
foliage plants are used in these 
places, most are flowering 
plants. While few of us have the 
expansive properties needed for 
such grandiose designs, we can 
play around with the concept 
and try something on a much 
smaller scale to suit our own 
gardens.

Large examples of carpet bed-

ding are best enjoyed if there 
is a view from an elevation 
above the beds (like the bridge 
at the Peace Gardens) but this 
is not always possible in our 
home grounds. Locating such 
a project where it can be seen 
from the windows of the house 
will provide such a vantage 
point. Also, locating the bed 
within a grassed or hardscaped 
area will make the design more 
visible and focus full attention 
on the design. Locating the bed 
on a slope would also make the 
design more visible.

The purpose of carpet bed-
ding is to create a patterned 
array of plants, an ornamen-
tal design that can simulate a 
mosaic or a geometric design 
that can be as simple or as com-
plex as you care to make it. The 
overall effect is created by mini-
mizing the look of individual 
plants and creating a design 
that emphasizes the uniformity 
and tapestry-like appearance of 
the entire planting.

The plants must be close 
enough together to create this 
carpet-like effect and the varie-
ties must be chosen carefully so 
that they will all knit together 

into a smooth, uniform tapes-
try of colour. Although foliage 
plants can be clipped, this is a 
very labour-intensive practice 
and it might be best to stick to 
plants that have a predictable 
growth habit so they will stay 
dwarf and compact. Choosing 
plants that all have the same 

height is challenging but not 
impossible. Checking catalogue 
descriptions and plant labels 
will help you get the heights you 
need.

The best plants for carpet 
bedding are foliage plants that 
maintain their attractiveness 
over the entire growing sea-

son and flowering plants that 
bloom non-stop all summer. 
Dusty miller, fibrous begonias, 
dwarf marigolds, vinca, celosia, 
dwarf ageratum, and alyssum 
are some good choices. For a 
small area, probably a maxi-
mum of three kinds would be 
enough to create an interesting 
design, and two might suffice 
to create a simple design. Too 
many different kinds of plants 
and flower colours will destroy 
the harmony of the design. Try 
a silver and green design, a gold 
and purple one, or a tapestry 
of different shades of the same 
colour.

A carpet bedding display 
must be properly maintained 
and if individual plants hap-
pen to die or fail to thrive, they 
should be replaced. It is a good 
idea, therefore, to plant two 
or three of each variety some-
where to use as spares if they 
are required. Creating a modi-
fied version of this very for-
mal garden element can be an 
interesting challenge and a fun 
project. Why not try it?

Albert Parsons writes from Minnedosa, 
Manitoba

Using carpet bedding in the landscape
The purpose is to create an ornamental design with plants

A form of carpet bedding called ribbon bedding, composed of salvia and marigolds, 
is seen on the left. The island bed on the right showcases dusty miller and fibrous 
begonias.   PHOTO: ALBERT PARSONS

Jennifer Jackson stretched her legs out and 
leaned back against the rough bark of the 
oak tree that towered above her. Bright rays 

of sunshine found their way through the canopy 
of leaves and dappled the ground around her. A 
few feet away her friend Kendra leaned against 
a smaller tree and a little farther off their horses 
grazed contentedly on the slope running down 
to the river. Below them the river ran, placid, 
but swollen somewhat by recent heavy rains. 
Birds sang in the woods behind them and a gen-
tle breeze rustled the leaves above them.

“If there is more to life than this,” Kendra 
broke the silence, “I don’t know what it is.”

“How true,” Jennifer agreed. “I’d be happy to 
pitch a tent here and never return to civilization 
at all.”

“Until winter,” said Kendra.
“Obviously,” said Jennifer. “I’m not crazy.”
Kendra plucked a tall blade of grass from the 

ground beside her and chewed thoughtfully on 
the root for a moment.

“Civilization leaves a few things to be de-
sired,” she said.

“It does,” said Jennifer. “No word of a lie.” She 
tipped the brim of her hat forward to shield her 
eyes from a beam of sunlight that had found an 
opening through the leaves of the oak tree. “I 
don’t know who’s going to fix that.”

“Don't look at me,” said Kendra. “I can barely 
manage my own problems.”

“You should come to school with me,” said 
Jennifer. “We should get ourselves properly edu-
cated and then we should fix the world.”

“Oh sure,” said Kendra. “That sounds like 
something I would do.”

“Well someone should do it,” said Jennifer, 
“and I don’t see anyone else stepping up.”

“Donald Trump seems to be game,” said Ken-
dra. “And he seems to think he can do it.”

“Donald Trump couldn’t save a nickel at a ga-
rage sale,” said Jennifer, “never mind the world.”

“But nobody’s going to convince him of that,” 
said Kendra.

“According to science,” said Jennifer “the uni-
verse is 15 billion years old. Human civilization 
has been around for a hundred thousand years. 
And now we have Donald Trump. That’s 15 bil-
lion years wasted.”

“That’s a lot,” said Kendra. “That’s almost as 
much time as my brother wastes playing ‘World 
of Warcraft’ every week.”

“So maybe we should try to not waste the next 
15 billion years,” said Jennifer.

“We could try,” said Kendra, “but that might 
be a problem for me.”

“Why?” said Jennifer.
Kendra pondered her answer for a second. 

“We were at a funeral a few weeks ago,” she said, 
“and on the way home I said I’d hate to know 

what would end up in my eulogy if I died, and 
Dad said, don't worry, it wouldn’t be so bad. He 
said it would say that I was a kind, generous per-
son who had a deep desire to change the world 
for the better, if only it wasn’t so much work.”

“Wow,” said Jennifer. “Your dad really gets 
you.”

“I know,” said Kendra.
“What if you could change the world for the 

better, without doing anything special?” said 
Jennifer.

“I would definitely consider that,” said Ken-
dra.

“Well then, you should come to university 
with me,” said Jennifer. “Because even if you 
never did anything else worthwhile, the world 
would be better off because there would be one 
less uneducated moron dragging everybody 
down.”

Kendra laughed. “I think you just called me 
an uneducated moron,” she said, “but I’m an 
uneducated moron, so I’m not sure.”

Jennifer joined in her friend’s laughter. “OK, 
that didn’t come out right,” she said. She picked 
up a twig and tossed it at Kendra. “But, if the 
shoe fits...” she said.

“The shoe never fits,” said Kendra. “But that’s 
because my feet aren’t the same size.” She 
paused. “I have no idea what I would study if I 
went to school,” she said. “And also, I’m really 
bad at school.”

“It doesn’t matter what you study,” said Jen-
nifer. “Just so you learn stuff. Maybe you’d learn 
something so interesting that your new knowl-
edge would suddenly give you a whole new 
direction in life.”

“You’re starting to sound like my mother,” said 
Kendra.

“Your mother is very wise,” said Jennifer.
“She’s also a bit of a nag,” said Kendra.
“Listen,” said Jennifer getting up and brushing 

the dried leaves and grass from her jeans. “I just 
want you at school with me because you’re my 
best friend and I’m selfish like that.”

Kendra stood up. “Why didn’t you say so?” she 
said. “In that case, I’m in.”

“Well then, away we go,” said Jennifer. “Mak-
ing the world a better place.”

“One moron at a time,” said Kendra.

Jacksons
The

By Rollin Penner
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Around 1986, two small elevators in Mariapolis were replaced by a single large elevator just outside of town. The CNR sold the rail 
line to the Southern Manitoba Railway which subsequently abandoned it and salvaged the track. Photo by UGG Engineering Dept. 
(Glenn Dickson), 1968.

In the 1950s, there were over 700 grain elevators in Manitoba. 
Today, there are fewer than 200. You can help to preserve the 
legacy of these disappearing “Prairie sentinels.”

The Manitoba Historical Society (MHS) is gathering informa-
tion about all elevators that ever stood in Manitoba, regardless of 
their present status. Collaborating with the Manitoba Co-operator 
it is supplying these images of a grain elevator each week in hopes 
readers will be able to tell the society more about it, or any other 
elevator they know of. 

MHS Gordon Goldsborough webmaster and Journal editor has 
developed a website to post your replies to a series of questions 
about elevators. The MHS is interested in all grain elevators that 
have served the farm community.

Your contributions will help gather historical information such 
as present status of elevators, names of companies, owners and 
agents, rail lines, year elevators were built — and dates when they 
were torn down (if applicable). 

There is room on the website to post personal recollections and 
stories related to grain elevators. The MHS presently also has only a 
partial list of all elevators that have been demolished. You can help 
by updating that list if you know of one not included on that list. 

Your contributions are greatly appreciated and will help the MHS 
develop a comprehensive, searchable database to preserve the 
farm community’s collective knowledge of what was once a vast 
network of grain elevators across Manitoba.

Please contribute to This Old Grain Elevator website at:  
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/elevators. You will receive a response, by 
email or phone call, confirming that your submission was received.

This  
Old  
Elevator

By Donna Gamache
Freelance contributor

Little Free Library is a “take 
a book, return a book” 
free book exchange which 

is becoming popular in many 
areas. Rather than replacing 
regular libraries, the program 
acts as an alternative source of 
reading material, especially in 
places without a library nearby.

In January 2016, there was 
an estimated 36,000 registered 
Little Free Libraries world-
wide. The majority is in the 
United States but there are 
over 70 countries, including 
Canada, that have some reg-
istered. Participants pay a fee 
and receive a sign with a char-
ter number and a “Steward’s 
Guide” of tips. They also receive 
a subscription to a regular 
newsletter, access to special 
book offers and the opportunity 
to have their library added to 
the program’s map. (The one-
time fee varies from US$42 to 
$77, according to what type of 
sign is chosen.)

The libraries come in dif-
ferent shapes and sizes, since 
many construct their own, but 
the common version is a small 
wooden box with two or three 
shelves. It must close tightly to 
protect books from the weather. 
The sharing aspect applies to 
everyone, although the steward 
usually supplies the books at 
first. Signs often suggest a take 
one, leave one policy, although 
it is not essential to leave a book 
in exchange, and it is entirely 
on the honour system. If you do 
borrow a book, try to replace it 
in the future. “It’s a good way 
to meet your neighbours,” says 
one Manitoba book steward.

V i s i t  t h e  w o r l d  m a p  a t 
l i t t lefreel ibrar y.org to see 
some of the places that have 
registered libraries. (This is a 
new map and not all locations 
got transferred so stewards 
must re-add them.) Click on 
Manitoba or use the search 
bar to find book exchanges 
near you. This website will 
also answer your questions if 
you are interested in starting 
your own. Manitoba shows 
about 35 registered libraries 
on the map including one 
at Carberry and one at St. 
Francois Xavier. At Rock Lake 
Beach a small library was built 
by a local carpenter, while one 

at the cottage development at 
Traverse Bay has a bench for 
readers to use.

T h e  l i t t l e  l i b r a r y  i n 
MacGregor is in the Lions 
Campground. It began a cou-
ple of years ago as a project at 
the elementary school, with 
students choosing something 
with the theme, “How I Can 
Make the World a Better Place.” 
Most were donating money to 
various causes, but one pupil 
had read about the Little Free 
Library program and decided 
that would be a good project. 
He constructed a box with 
shelves, painted it and placed 
it in the campground, near the 

splash park and playground. 
Most of the books are for chil-
dren, although a few are adult 
selections.

The little library in the Delta 
Beach cottage area north of 
Portage la Prairie is more ori-
ented to adult fiction. Its cre-
ator is a permanent resident 
there but wanted to provide 
books particularly for cottag-
ers and campers who frequent 
the area in summer. 

Little Free Library, Ltd. is a 
registered non-profit organiza-
tion with a small team of staff 
and volunteers. It was started 
in 2009 when a Wisconsin resi-
dent built a model of a one-

room schoolhouse, as a tribute 
to his mother, and filled it with 
books to give away. The idea 
was so popular it soon spread. 
The official mission is: “To pro-
mote literacy and the love of 
reading by building free book 
exchanges worldwide and to 
build a sense of community as 
we share skills, creativity and 
wisdom across generations.”

Be on the lookout for lit-
tle libraries in your area. You 
might want to choose a book 
for yourself, or donate one for 
others. 

Donna Gamache writes from MacGregor, 
Manitoba

Little Free Libraries popular in many areas
Program aims to promote reading and build a sense of community

The Little Free Library in Delta Beach cottage area.   PHOTOS: DONNA GAMACHE The MacGregor little library is in the campground.
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MARKETPLACE
FARMER'S

Name:  __________________________________________________________    Phone #: ______________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________    Town:  _____________________________________________

Province: ____________________________    Postal Code: _________________________

❏ VISA	 ❏ MASTERCARD

Card No.    

Expiry Date: 

Signature:  _______________________________________________

  Minus 10% if prepaying: ______________________ 

Add 5% GST: ______________________ 

 TOTAL: ______________________ 

❏  I would like to take advantage of the Prepayment Bonus of 2 FREE weeks when I prepay for 3 weeks.

Classified Ad Order Form

AGREEMENT
The publisher reserves the right to refuse any or all advertising for any reason 
stated or unstated.

Advertisers requesting publication of either display or classified advertisements 
agree that should the advertisement be omitted from the issue ordered for 
whatever reason, the Manitoba Co-operator shall not be held liable. It is also 
agreed that in the event of an error appearing in the published advertisement, 
the Manitoba Co-operator accepts no liability beyond the amount paid for that 
portion of the advertisement in which the error appears or affects. Claims for 
adjustment are limited to errors appearing in the first insertion only.

While every endeavor will be made to forward box number replies as soon as 
possible, we accept  no liability in respect to loss or damage alleged to a rise 
through either failure or delay in forwarding such replies, however caused, 
whether by negligence or otherwise.

CAUTION
The Manitoba Co-operator, while assuming no responsibility for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, exercises the greatest care in 
an endeavor to restrict advertising to wholly reliable firms or individuals. 
However, please do not send money to a Manitoba Co-operator box 
number. Buyers are advised to request shipment C.O.D. when ordering 
from an unknown advertiser, thus minimizing the chance of fraud and 
eliminating the necessity of a refund where the goods have already 
been sold.
At Farm Business Communications we have a firm commitment to protect-
ing your privacy and security as our customer. Farm Business Communica-
tions will only collect personal information if it is required for the proper 
functioning of our business. As part of our commitment to enhance cus-
tomer service, we may share this personal information with other strategic 
business partners. For more information regarding our Customer Informa-

tion Privacy Policy, write to: Information Protection Officer, Farm Business 
Communications, 1666 Dublin Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0H1.
Occasionally we make our list of subscribers available to other reputable 
firms whose products and services might be of interest to you. If you would 
prefer not to receive such offers, please contact us at the address in the 
preceding paragraph, or call 1-800-782-0794.
The editors and journalists who write, contribute and provide opinions to 
Manitoba Co-operator and Farm Business Communications attempt to 
provide accurate and useful opinions, information and analysis. However, 
the editors, journalists and Manitoba Co-operator and Farm Business 
Communications, cannot and do not guarantee the accuracy of the infor-
mation contained in this publication and the editors as well as Manitoba 
Co-operator and Farm Business Communication assume no responsibility 
for any actions or decisions taken by any reader for this publication based 
on any and all information provided.

MAiL TO: 
Manitoba Co-operator,  
Box 9800, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3K7  

FAX to: 

204-954-1422
phone in: TOLL 
FREE IN CANADA:

REgulAR ClASSIfIED

• Minimum charge — $11.25 per week for first 25 words 
or less and an additional 45 cents per word for every word 
over 25. Additional bolding 75 cents per word. GST is extra. 

• 10% discount for prepaid ads. If phoning in your ad you 
must pay with VISA or MasterCard to qualify for discount.

• Prepayment Bonus: Prepay for 3 weeks & get a bonus 
of 2 weeks; bonus weeks run consecutively & cannot 
be used separately from original ad; additions & changes 
accepted only during first 3 weeks.

• Ask about our Priority Placement. 
• If you wish to have replies sent to a confidential box number, 

please add $5.00 per week to your total. Count eight words 
for your address. Example: Ad XXXX, Manitoba Co-operator, 
Box 9800, Winnipeg, R3C 3K7.

• Your complete name and address must be submitted to 
our office before publication. (This information will be kept 
confidential and will not appear in the ad unless requested.)

DISplAy ClASSIfIED

• Advertising copy deviating in any way from the regular  
classified style will be considered display and charged at 
the display rate of $32.20 per column inch ($2.30 per 
agate line).

• Minimum charge $32.20 per week + $5.00 
for online per week.

• Illustrations and logos are allowed with full border.
• Spot color: 25% of ad cost, with a 

minimum charge of $15.00.
• Advertising rates are flat with no discount for  

frequency of insertion or volume of space used.
• Telephone orders accepted
• Price quoted does not include GST.
All classified ads are non-commissionable.

Advertising rAtes & 
inForMAtion

pLeAse note: Even if you do not want your name & address to appear in your ad, we need the information for our files.

pLeAse print YoUr Ad BeLoW:

ADVERTiSiNG DEADLiNE:
NOON on THURSDAYS

(unless otherwise stated)

Classification:   ___________________________  

     No. of words   _________________   x    $0.45    x     No. of weeks   _______________________   =   ____________________
Minimum charge $11.25 per week

Tributes/Memoriams
Announcements
Airplanes
Alarms & Security Systems

AntiqUes
– Antiques For Sale
– Antique Equipment
– Antique Vehicles 
– Antiques Wanted

Arenas

AUCtion sALes
– MB Auction Parkland
– MB Auction Westman 
– MB Auction Interlake
– MB Auction Red River 
– SK Auction
– AB Auction Peace 
– AB Auction North
– AB Auction Central 
– AB Auction South
– BC Auction
– Auction Various 
– U.S. Auctions

Auction Schools

AUto & trAnsport
– Auto Service & Repairs
– Auto & Truck Parts
– Autos
– Trucks
– Semi Trucks & Trailers
– Sport Utilities 
– Vans 
– Vehicles Various
– Vehicles Wanted

BeeKeeping 
– Honey Bees 
– Cutter Bees
– Bee Equipment

Belting 
Biodiesel Equipment 
Books & Magazines 

BUiLding &  
renovAtions
– Building Supplies 
– Concrete Repair 
– Doors & Windows 
– Electrical & Plumbing
– Insulation
– Lumber 
– Roofing 

Buildings
Business Machines 
Business Opportunities 

BUsiness serviCes
– Crop Consulting
– Financial & Legal 
– Insurance/Investments 

Butchers Supply 
Chemicals
Clothing/Work wear 
Clothing/Western 
 /Specialty wear
Collectibles 
Compressors 
Computers 

ContrACting
– Custom Baling 
– Custom Feeding 
– Custom Harvesting 
– Custom Seeding 
– Custom Silage 
– Custom Spraying 
– Custom Trucking 
– Custom Tub Grinding 
– Custom Work

Construction Equipment 
Crop Inputs
Dairy Equipment 
Electrical 
Engines 
Entertainment 

FArM MAChinerY
– Aeration 
– Conveyors 
– Equipment Monitors 

– Fertilizer Equipment 
– Grain Augers 
– Grain Bins 
– Grain Carts 
– Grain Cleaners 
– Grain Dryers 
– Grain Elevators 
– Grain Handling 
– Grain Testers 
– Grain Vacuums 
– Hydraulics 
– Irrigation Equipment 
– Loaders & Dozers 
– Parts & Accessories 
– Potato & Row Crop 
  Equipment 
– Repairs 
– Rockpickers 
– Salvage 
– Silage Equipment 
– Snowblowers/Plows 
– Specialty Equipment 
– Machinery Miscellaneous 
– Machinery Wanted 

hAYing & hArvesting
– Baling Equipment 
– Mower Conditioners 
– Swathers 
– Swather Accessories 
– Various 

CoMBines
– Belarus
– Case/IH
– Cl 
– Caterpillar Lexion
– Deutz
– Ford/NH 
– Gleaner 
– John Deere 
– Massey Ferguson 
– Versatile 
– White 
– Combines - Various
– Accessories

sprAYing eqUipMent
– Sprayers
– Various 

tiLLAge & seeding
– Air Drills 
– Air Seeders 
– Harrows & Packers 
– Seeding Various 
– Tillage Equipment 
– Tillage Various 

trACtors
– Agco 
– Allis/Deutz 
– Belarus 
– Case/IH 
– Caterpillar 
– Ford
– John Deere 
– Kubota 
– Massey Ferguson 
– New Holland 
– Steiger 
– Universal 
– Versatile 
– White 
– Zetor 
– 2-Wheel Drive
– 4-Wheel Drive 
– Various 

Fencing 
Firewood 
Fish Farm 
Forestry/Logging 
Fork Lifts/Pallet Trucks 
Fur Farming 
Generators 
GPS 
Health Care 
Heat & Air Conditioning 
Hides/Furs/Leathers 
Hobby & Handicrafts 
Household Items
Iron & Steel

LAndsCAping
– Greenhouses 
– Lawn & Garden 

LivestoCK
Cattle  
– Cattle Auctions  
– Angus 
– Black Angus 
– Red Angus 
– Aryshire 
– Belgian Blue 
– Blonde d’Aquitaine 
– Brahman 

– Brangus 
– Braunvieh 
– BueLingo 
– Charolais 
– Dairy 
– Dexter 
– Excellerator 
– Galloway 
– Gelbvieh 
– Guernsey 
– Hereford 
– Highland 
– Holstein 
– Jersey 
– Limousin 
– Lowline 
– Luing 
– Maine-Anjou 
– Miniature 
– Murray Grey 
– Piedmontese 
– Pinzgauer 
– Red Poll 
– Salers 
– Santa Gertrudis 
– Shaver Beefblend 
– Shorthorn 
– Simmental
– South Devon
– Speckle Park
– Tarentaise 
– Texas Longhorn 
– Wagyu 
– Welsh Black 
– Cattle Composite 
– Cattle Various 
– Cattle Wanted

Horses  
– Horse Auctions 
– American Saddlebred 
– Appaloosa
– Arabian 
– Belgian 
– Canadian 
– Clydesdale 
– Draft 
– Donkeys 
– Haflinger 
– Miniature 
– Morgan 
– Mules 
– Norwegian Ford 
– Paint 
– Palomino 
– Percheron 
– Peruvian
– Pinto 

– Ponies 
– Quarter Horse 
– Shetland 
– Sport Horses 
– Standardbred 
– Tennessee Walker 
– Thoroughbred 
– Warmblood 
– Welsh 
– Horses For Sale 
– Horses Wanted 
poultry  
– Poultry For Sale 
– Poultry Wanted 

Sheep  
– Sheep Auction 
– Arcott 
– Columbia 
– Dorper 
– Dorset 
– Katahdin 
– Lincoln 
– Suffolk 
– Texel Sheep 
– Sheep For Sale 
– Sheep Wanted 

Swine  
– Swine Auction 
– Swine For Sale 
– Swine Wanted 

Speciality  
– Alpacas 
– Bison (Buffalo) 
– Deer 
– Elk 
– Goats 
– Llama 
– Rabbits 
– Emu/Ostrich/Rhea 
– Yaks 
– Various 

Livestock Equipment 
Livestock Services  
 & Vet Supplies 
Misc. Articles For Sale 
Misc. Articles Wanted
Musical 
Notices 
On-Line Services 

orgAniC
– Organic Certified 
– Organic Food 
– Organic Grains 

Outfitters 
Personal 
Pest Control
Pets & Supplies 
Photography 
Propane 
Pumps 
Radio, TV & Satellite 

reAL estAte
– Commercial Buildings 
– Condos 
– Cottages & Lots 
– Houses & Lots 
– Land For Rent 
– Land For Sale  
– Mobile Homes 
– Motels & Hotels 
– Resorts 
– Vacation Property
– farms & Ranches  
 – Acreages/Hobby Farms
 – Manitoba 
 – Saskatchewan 
 – Alberta 
 – British Columbia 
 – Pastureland 
 – Farms/Ranches Wanted 

reCreAtionAL  
vehiCLes
– All Terrain Vehicles 
– Boats & Water 
– Campers & Trailers 
– Golf Carts 
– Motor Homes 
– Motorcycles 
– Snowmobiles

Recycling
Refrigeration
Restaurant Supplies
Sausage Equipment 
Sawmills 
Scales 

CertiFied seed
– Cereal Seeds 
– Forage Seeds 
– Oilseeds 
– Pulse Crops
– Specialty Crops 

CoMMon seed 
– Cereal Seeds 
– Forage Seeds 
– Grass Seeds 
– Oilseeds 
– Pulse Crops 
– Common Seed Various 

seed/Feed/grAin 
– Feed Grain 
– Hay & Straw 
– Feed Wanted 
– Grain Wanted 
– Hay & Feed Wanted 
– Seed Wanted 

Sewing Machines 
Sharpening Services 
Silos 
Sporting Goods 
Stamps & Coins 
Swap 
Tanks 
Tarpaulins 
Tenders 
Tickets 
Tires 
Tools 

trAiLers
– Grain Trailers 
– Livestock Trailers
– Trailers Miscellaneous

Travel 
Water Pumps 
Water Treatment
Welding
Well Drilling
Well & Cistern 
Winches

CAreers
– Career Training 
– Child Care 
– Construction 
– Domestic Services 
– Farm/Ranch 
– Forestry/Log 
– Health Care 
– Help Wanted 
– Management
– Mining 
– Oil Field 
– Professional 
– Resume Services
– Sales/Marketing
– Trades/Tech
– Truck Drivers
– Employment Wanted

Published by  
Farm Business Communications,
1666 Dublin Avenue,  
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0H1

WINNIPEG OFFICE
Manitoba Co-operator
1666 Dublin Avenue,  
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0H1
Toll-Free in Canada 1-800-782-0794  
Phone 204-954-1415 in Winnipeg    
FAX 204-954-1422 Mailing Address:   
Box 9800, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3K7

Or (204) 954-1415 in Winnipeg
1-800-782-0794

Index
Classification

Your guide to the Classification 
Categories and sub-listings 
within this section.

Call to place your classified ad in the next issue: 1-800-782-0794
FAX your classified ads to: 204-954-1422  · Or eMAiL your classified ads to: mbclassifieds@fbcpublishing.com

selling?

✁
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McSherry Auction Service Ltd

AUCTION SALE
Steve & Dorothy Skorobohach

Stuart McSherry (204) 467-1858 or (204) 886-7027 www.mcsherryauction.com

Tractor & Equip: JD 750 MFWA 3PH w JD 67 FEL , 60” JD Snowblower, JD 48” Rotovator * Brower 
16’ 7 Gang Reel Mower * 3PH Hyd Log Splitter * 3PH Equip* Yard Equip * Al 16’ Boat w Yamaha 25 HP 
* Camping Items * Vehicles * Autopac Vehicles * Tools * Antiques * Household * 

Sat., June 25th @ 10:00 am
Camp Morton, MB – Jct 8 & 324 East ¾ Mile on 324  # 19110

 Contact: (204) 642-8153 

1968 DODGE MONACO 2 door, hard top, every-
thing works, $4,900. Phone (204)883-2899.

SUPER H FARMALL, GOOD running condition & 
good body, battery ignition, all new tires & tubes,  
wheel weights & fenders, $2,500; 52 Super C, wf,  
very good body & running condition, fenders & new  
battery, $1,800. (204)736-2619, Oak Bluff.

JULY 16, 17 2016, Moose Jaw, Sask: On the 
grounds of Sukanen Ship Museum www.sukanen- 
shipmuseum Chapter 38, IHC Collectors will be  
hosting their annual show and 10th anniversary  
celebrations.  Membership annual meeting and  
banquet, with special 10YR anniversary celebra- 
tions and auction on the early evening Friday, July   
15.  The show feature is any item unrestored and  
marketed by IH.  For more information contact Mar- 
ty Nervick (306)570-4710 or Iain Richardson  
(306)541-5800.   www.ihc38.com

McSherry Auction Service Ltd

Sun., June 26th @ 10:00 am
Winnipeg, MB

Lyncrest Airport  #57119

AUCTION SALE
Burt Barkman

47 Ercoupe 415D 2 Seater 2659 Hrs * Military 
Items * Over 10 Wood Propellers * Large 
Amount of Vintage Service Station Items * 
Gas Pumps * Oil Racks * Oil Bottles * Lubsters 
* Signs * Over 300 Oil Cans * Some Modern 
Tools * Go To Web  

Stuart McSherry 
(204) 467-1858 or (204) 886-7027
www.mcsherryauction.com

See our website: www.billklassen.com
or check our spring 2016 auction 

catalog for complete listing or call 
204-325-4433 cell 6230

BILL KLASSEN 
AUCTIONEERS

Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433

Collector Tractor and Car Auction
see full list and INTERNET bidding at  

www.billklassen.com, click on calendar 
then Koldyk Auction and register.

Will have signs auction day.

Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433

Collector Tractor and Car AuctionCollector Tractor and Car AuctionCollector Tractor and Car AuctionCollector Tractor and Car Auction

KOLDYK CLARENCE 
AND BETTY

SATURDAY JULY 2,11 AM
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MB

From Portage La Prairie, west past 
Junction 16 and 1, continue west 5 miles 

till Road 48 w,  then 3 north on 48, 
past new CWB  Elevator, 1 west on 

69 N then 1-1/2 N to the farm 

Decker Colony, 
Decker MB

FACTORY DIRECT  METAL ROOFING SIDING CLADDING

CALL TODAY 204-412-0234  204-764-0527  rollworksinc@gmail.com
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

ROLLWORKS

Hail season  
is here… 

protect your 
equipment!

Lease Options available!

Quality Post Frame Buildings
www.goodon.com

1.800.665.0470

See our website: www.billklassen.com
or check our spring 2016 auction 

catalog for complete listing or call 
204-325-4433 cell 6230

BILL KLASSEN 
AUCTIONEERS

Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433

Tractors: JD 4440 w/loader, Model D, 
Fordson major diesel Some older cars: 
Thunder bird, Nash, Chrysler Cordoba 

and many other project cars (lots of misc. 
and scrap)

Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433

JD 4440 w/loader, Model D, JD 4440 w/loader, Model D, JD 4440 w/loader, Model D, JD 4440 w/loader, Model D, 

ISAAC PETERS LARGE 
MISC. AUCTION

SATURDAY JUNE 25,10 AM
ST ADOLPHE, MB

Two miles south of St Adolphe
 on 200 then ¾ east on Gauthier road

PRICE TO CLEAR!!
29 gauge full hard 100,000PSI high 

tensile roofing & siding.  
16 colours to choose from.

B-Gr. coloured......................70¢/ft.2

Multi-coloured millends.........50¢/ft.2

B-Gr 30 gu Galv. barn master  
available in 12ft sheets..........49¢/ft.2

BEAT THE PRICE  
INCREASES CALL NOW

FOUILLARD STEEL 
SUPPLIES LTD.
ST. LAZARE, MB.
1-800-510-3303

AFAB INDUSTRIES IS YOUR SUPERIOR post 
frame building company. For estimates and infor- 
mation call 1-888-816-AFAB(2322). Website:  
www.postframebuilding.com

CONCRETE FLATWORK: Specializing in place & 
finish of concrete floors. Can accommodate any  
floor design. References available. Alexander, MB.  
204-752-2069.

FARM CHEMICAL / SEED COMPLAINTS

We also specialize in: agricultural complaints
of any nature; Crop ins. appeals; Spray drift;

Chemical failure; Residual herbicide;  
Custom operator issues; Equip. malfunctions.

Licensed Agrologist on Staff.  
For assistance and compensation call 

Back-Track InvesTIgaTIons
1-866-882-4779. www.backtrackcanada.com

STAN’S MOBILE REPAIR & Welding. CWB Certi-
fied Welding, Structural Welding, Welding Repairs  
to Grain Bins, Mechanical Repairs to Grain Sys- 
tems & all general welding repairs. Contact Stan  
Cornelsen (204)612-7191 or stancornel- 
sen@gmail.com Morris, MB.

SKIDSTEER LOADERS: 2008 CASE 440 Ct series 
$34,500; 2008 Case 440, series 3, $29,500; 2006  
Case 440, $26,500; 2007 Case 420, $24,500.  
Phone (204)794-5979.

2011 SAKUNDIAK GRAIN AUGER. 10in x 39ft w/36 
horsepower Kohler engine. Electric start and mover. Excel-
lent condition. $11,750. (204)723-5000. Notre dame, MB.

HUME CONTINUOUS CORN DRYER upgraded to 
farm fan burner. Electric RPTO, good capacity, set- 
up on double axle wheel. Easy to move. Can be  
seen running. $4000 OBO; 35-FT wet & dry auger  
w/motor; 90-Ft Over bin cross auger distribution  
w/motor. (204)882-2329

GOODS USED TRACTOR PARTS: (204)564-2528 
or 1-877-564-8734, Roblin, MB.

WANTED TRACTOR ACCESSORY: 3 PT HITCH  
to fit 806 IH Tractor. Bolts onto tractor hitch. Phone 
(204)268-3885, Anola, MB.

“For All Your Farm Parts”
www.fyfeparts.com

1-800-667-9871 • Regina
1-800-667-3095 • Saskatoon
1-800-387-2768 • Winnipeg
1-800-222-6594 • Edmonton

FYFE PARTS
1-800-667-9871 • Regina
1-800-667-3095 • Saskatoon
1-800-667-3095 • Manitoba

The Real Used FaRm PaRTs 
sUPeRsToRe

Over 2700 Units for Salvage
• TRACTORS • COMBINES 
• SWATHERS • DISCERS

Call Joe, leN oR daRWIN
(306) 946-2222

monday-Friday - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

WATROUS SALVAGE
WaTRoUs, sK.

Fax: 306-946-2444

2004 DODGE 1500 QUAD cab 4x4 5.7 hemi, Safe-
tied 124-km $7,400; 38-ft Allis Chalmers cultivator  
w/NH3 kit. Asking $675; 27-ft Morris deep tillage  
w/NH3 Kit Asking $3,050 OBO; 28-ft ocean contain- 
er. Asking $2,800; Mckee round balers, good belts.  
Asking $1,000 OBO; Cleasby HYD conveyor  
mounted on 26-ft deck. Used for roofing, siding,  
shingles etc. Asking $3,500 OBO. 45-Ft Will-Rich  
Field cultivator asking $3,200. (204)728-1861.

DISKS KEWANEE BREAKING DISC 14-16-ft 
$25,000; Rome 16-ft $20,000; Wishek 14-ft  
$22,000; 30-ft $33,000; Decelman 560 Rockpicker  
$2,500; 14-ft Rock Rake $8,500; Big Mac fork type  
$4,000; Branot Grainvac $8,000; Rem 1026 $3,500;  
JD 535 Baler $5,000; JD 510 $1,500; New idea 485  
Baler H&S 12 wheel rake $5,000; Vermeer 23 hy- 
draulic rake $9,000; NH 9-ft mower $2,000; JD 450  
mower $2,000. (204)857-8403.

FOR SALE: 1997 MACDON 920 hay crimper head 
for swather, $3,000; 580 Vers sprayer, $300; 900  
Melroe plow 7/16, $1,200; 30-ft. Glencoe cultivator  
$1,000. (204)242-2329, Manitou.

GRAVITY WAGONS NEW 750 BU $18,250; 60 BU 
$12,500; 400 BU $7,400; Used 250-750 BU  
$1,800+up; Grain Carts 450-1050 BU. PTO & Hy- 
draulic large selection. Feeder carts Gehl 500 BU  
TMR Scales $10,000; Knight 250 BU $5,000; JD  
780 Spreader $10,000; Gehl Hi-Dump Wagon 12-ft  
$3,000; Richardton 750 $18,000; JD 3970 $6,000;  
7.5-ft Hay Head $3,000; Grain Screeners Dual  
stage & Kwik Kleens $200+up. (204) 857-8403

JD 772 DH GRADER; 310 Case loader Backhoe 
$5000; 1981 GMC 7000 17-ft box & hoist; 1999  
GMC T8500, DSL tow truck, 20-ft deck; MF 2675  
cab & dozer; Allis 6080 MFD loader, 3-PTH; Ford  
Major loader 3-PTH; Rotex SR7 Power Parachute  
as is; Vac tank 1800-gal. & pump; 24-ft deep tillage  
& harrows. Phone (306)236-8023

RETIRED FARMING. CALUMET 4500 manure 
tank, complete w/tandem 445-65-22.5 tires, parts  
only $1000; Friesen Hopper bottom bin, 1500-bu,  
$2500; Friesen Hopper bottom bin, 1000-bu,  
$2000; 6-ft Winkler pull-type swath roller, $300; 300  
steel fuel tank stands, $200; 2010 Artic Cat Z1 F- 
series 4 stroke w/3200-mi, not used for last 3-yrs,  
mint condition $6,900. Phone (204)388-4291 leave  
message.

WANTED: INTERNATIONAL 1066, 1976 tractor for 
parts. Phone (204)299-6720.

400 VERSATILE 15-FT SWATHER w/crimper. 
Phone (204)589-5438 or leave message.

2006 CASE DCX161 DISCBINE, steel-roll crimp-
ers, standard hitch, 1000-PTO, 15-ft cut, excellent  
shape, field ready, $15,900; 2009 NH BR7090,  
auto-wrap, standard PU, auto-chain oiler, twine  
wrap, approx 7000 bales, excellent condition, field  
ready, $17,900. Check out our website for pictures  
& all other farm equipment (204)425-3518  
www.mateychukfarmsales.com

FOR SALE 95 HESSTON 565T baler. Good belts. 
Good condition. Shedded. $4,500 OBO. 3-point  
2-wheel Swath Turner $300 OBO. Ph:  
(204)685-2095

JD 499 NEW HOLLAND sycamore very good roll-
ers very good condition. Reason: quit haying.  
(204) 268-4591

Rebuild combine table augers 
Rebuild hydraulic cylinders

Roller mills regrooved
MFWD housings rebuilt

Steel and aluminum welding
Machine Shop Service

Line boreing and welding

Penno’s Machining & Mfg. Ltd.
Eden, MB  204-966-3221

Fax: 204-966-3248
Check out A & I online parts store 

www.pennosmachining.com

Rebuilt Concaves

1986 1680 COMBINE, ASKING $17,000; 1994 
1688 combine, asking $45,000. Phone  
(204)824-2196 or cell (204)573-6723, Wawanesa  
MB.

1993 JD 9600, W/914 PU & auto header height. 
Green lighted every year. Fine cut chopper. RWD.  
5600 engine-hrs. Can supply a redekopp chaff sys- 
tem if interested. $31,500. (204)745-6228

Massey Combine 860 Hydrostatic, V8, 2 speed.
$3,500 (204) 526-0901 St. Alphonse,MB

AGCO MF CAT flex platforms: In stock Models 500 
Gleaner 25-ft. & 30-ft.; Model 8000 30-ft. & 8200  
35-ft. MF; Cat FD30 flex; FD40 flex. Reconditioned,  
ready to go. Delivery in SK, MB, AB. Gary:  
(204)326-7000, Reimer Farm Equip, Hwy #12 N,  
Steinbach, MB. www.reimerfarmequipment.com

CASE/IH FLEX PLATFORMS: MODELS 1020 25-
ft. & 30-ft. w/wo sir reel; 2020 30-ft. & 35-ft., 2020  
30-ft. w/air reel; 2011 3020 35-ft. Can install new  
AWS air bar for additional $11,500. Deliver in SK,  
MB, AB. Gary (204)326-7000, Reimer Farm Equip,  
Hwy #12 N, www.reimerfarmequipment.com Stein- 
bach, MB.

JD FLEX PLATFORMS: 922, 925, 930, sever- al 
newer ones w/full finger augers & air reels; 630-635  
w/wo air bars. Deliver in SK, MB, AB. Gary  
(204)326-7000, Reimer Farm Equipment, Hwy #12  
N, Steinbach, MB. www.reimerfarmequipment.com

NH FLEX PLATFORMS: In stock Models 973 both 
25-30’; 74C 30-ft. w/air reel; 88C 36-ft. flex draper;  
94C 25-ft. rigid draper w/trailer. Deliver in SK, MB,  
AB. Gary (204)326-7000, Reimer Farm Equip, Hwy  
#12 N, www.reimerfarmequipment.com Steinbach,  
MB.

WHITE MASSEY FERGUSON 9230 30-ft straight 
cut header, fits White 9700, 9720 & Massey Fergu- 
son 8570, 8590, $5,500. Phone (204)794-5979.

HEADER TRAILERS & ACCESSORIES.
 Arc-Fab Industries. 204-355-9595  
charles@arcfab.ca   www.arcfab.ca

1996 TYLER PATRIOT 150XL sprayer. 90-ft 
booms, Trimble GPS, extra set of tires & rims  
12.4x38, 2,421-hrs, asking $52,000. (204)372-6201

2009 CASE IH (FLEXI-COIL) PTX 600 Chisel, 44-ft 
c/w heavy harrows & optional heavy transport  
wheels. One owner unit in excellent condition.  
Bought 54-ft. Asking $46,500 OBO. Notre Dame  
cell (204)723-5000.

FOR SALE: 2014 FARMKING 6-ft rotary mower 
w/3-PT model 620, asking $1,500; Always shed- 
ded, VGC! lpayette@goinet.ca Call (204)836-2293.

ANTIQUES
Antiques For Sale

ANTIQUES
Antique Equipment

AUCTION SALES

AUCTION SALES
Manitoba Auctions – Interlake

AUCTION SALES
Manitoba Auctions – Red River

AUCTION SALES
Manitoba Auctions – Red River

BUILDING & RENOVATIONS

BUILDING & RENOVATIONS
Roofing

BUILDINGS

BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES
Crop Consulting

CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING
Custom Work

CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT

FARM MACHINERY

FARM MACHINERY
Grain Augers

BUILDINGS

FARM  MACHINERY
Grain Dryers

FARM  MACHINERY
Parts & Accessories

FARM  MACHINERY
Machinery Miscellaneous

FARM  MACHINERY
Machinery Wanted

HAYING & HARVESTING

HAYING & HARVESTING
Swathers

BUILDING & RENOVATIONS
Roofing

BUILDINGS

HAYING & HARVESTING
Various

Combines

COMBINES
Case/IH

COMBINES
John Deere

COMBINES
Massey Ferguson

COMBINES
Accessories

Spraying EquipmEnt

SPRAYING EQUIPMENT
Sprayers

Tillage & Seeding

TILLAGE & SEEDING
Tillage Various

TracTors

TRACTORS
Kubota

1

1
242

Waskada

Melita
Boissevain

Killarney

Souris

Virden

Carberry

Neepawa
Gladstone

Minnedosa

Rapid City

Pilot Mound

Mariapolis

Shoal LakeBirtle

Treherne

Carman

Morden

Portage

Morris

Altona

St. Pierre

Stonewall
Beausejour

Steinbach

Ste. Anne

Lac du Bonnet

Gimli

Arborg

Lundar

Fisher Branch
Ashern

Selkirk

Ste. Rose du Lac

Dauphin
Gilbert Plains

Russell

Roblin

Winnipegosis

Durban

Swan River

The Pas

Sanford

Winkler
Crystal City

Hamiota

Grandview

Minitonas

Birch River

Langruth

Eriksdale

Riverton

WinnipegAustin

McCreary

Reston

Erickson

Elm Creek
Brandon

Parkland 

Westman 

Interlake 

Red River 

Parkland – North of Hwy 1; west of PR 242,
 following the west shore of Lake Manitoba 

and east shore of Lake Winnipegosis.
Westman – South of Hwy 1; west of PR 242.
Interlake – North of Hwy 1; east of PR 242, 

following the west shore of Lake Manitoba 
and east shore of Lake Winnipegosis.

Red River – South ofHwy 1; east of PR 242.

AUCTION DISTRICTS

Stretch your advertising dollars! Place an ad in the 
classifieds. Our friendly staff is waiting for your call. 
1-800-782-0794.

Sale Conducted by:
PENNER AUCTION SALES LTD.

Toll Free: 1-866-512-8992
www.pennerauctions.com

PENNER AUCTION  SALES LTD.
218 Brandt Street Steinbach, MB  
Ph: 204.326.3061  Fax: 204.326.7529

A U C T I O N
CYR CONSTRUCTION 

CLOSE-OUT
SATURDAY, JULY 23RD 10:00 AM
Location: Winnipeg, MB 
   1076 Oxford St. W
Partial List: Terex Bid-Well 2450 Concrete 
Bridge Paver *1998 Peterbilt Concrete 
Mixer *2002 Freightliner 5T Reefer Truck 
* Heli FG50C 5000lb Fork Lift *2000 Case 
9030B Hyd Excauator *1999 CareLift 
Zoom Boom ZB10055-44 *Grove RT65S 
35T Rough Terrain Crane *Concrete Batch 
Plant w/Concrete Silo, Conveyor, 45ft Van 
w/Operation Controls. Diesel & Gas Trucks, 
Large Diesel Generators & Heaters & So 
Much More! 

DETAILED LISTING & LIVE INTERNET 
BIDDING AT PENNERAUCTIONS.COM

Sign up for daily enews at  
manitobacooperator.ca

Ag industry news, 
directly to you.

1995 G.M.C TOP KICK, 20-ft box/hoist. $28,000; 
1999 REM 1026B Grain vac, new hose, mint  
shape. $6000; JD 930 30-ft grain header & trailer.  
$4700. Call James (204)746-8188.

AG EQUIPMENT  
DEALS ON THE GO!

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD  
THE APP »»
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Our offi ces will be closed 
Tuesday, July 1th for

CANADA 
DAY

Early Deadline for 
the July 7th issue is

Wednesday, June 29th

at 12-Noon

Our offi  ces will be 
closed Friday, July 1st for

at 12-Noon

HAPPY CANADA DAY!
MAKE IT. WORK.

125 BISMARCK STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
(off Springfield Rd) 

•  No minimum order
•  Sells steel by the length, or by 

the foot & full or part sheets

•  While-you-wait we can:  
saw, shear, punch, drill

• Express delivery

STORE

CONTACT THE STORE DIRECT: store@brunswicksteel.com 
204-224-6212

•   Competitively priced on 
volume orders

•   Superior stock selection
•   Processing Services

•   Hardox Wearparts
•   Express Orders  

(Processed parts within 24hrs)

•   Stainless & Aluminum

SERVICE CENTRE

CONTACT THE SERVICE CENTRE: sales@brunswicksteel.com
204-224-1472

FOR SALE: 2009 VERSATILE 375, 1650-hrs, 
520/85R42 duals, call (204)526-7682 @ Treherne,  
MB.

STEVE’S TRACTOR REBUILDER specializing in 
JD tractors in need of repair or burnt, or will buy for  
parts. JD parts available. Phone: 204-466-2927 or  
cell: 204-871-5170, Austin.

2014 NH T6S 125 MFWD, 16-spd transmission, 
left-hand reverse, 3-PT, NH loader & bucket, under  
1000-hrs w/manufacturer warranty remaining.  
$72,500; 1983 Ford TW30 2WD, CAHR, 3-PT,  
3-hyd, excellent condition, $19,500. Check out our  
website for pictures & all other farm equipment  
www.mateychukfarmsales.com (204)425-3518.

FOR SALE: 1086 INTERNATIONAL TRACTOR, 
good shape, dual wheels all round good rubber,  
price $8,000 or best offer. Phone at (204)749-2097  
for more information and view, Rathwell, MB.

Big Tractor Parts,
Inc.

1-800-982-1769
www.bigtractorparts.com

STEIGER TRACTOR SPECIALIST

Geared For
The Future 

1.  10-25% savings on new replacement
parts for your Steiger drive train.

2.  We rebuild axles, transmissions 
and dropboxes with ONE YEAR 
WARRANTY.

3.  50% savings on used parts.

RED OR GREEN

The Icynene Insulation 
System® 

• Sprayed foam insulation 
• Ideal for shops, barns or homes 
• Healthier, Quieter, More 
 Energy Efficient® 

www.penta.ca 1-800-587-4711

GRUNTHAL, MB.
AGENT FOR T.E.A.M. MARKETING

For on farm appraisal of livestock
or for marketing information please call

Harold Unrau (Manager) Cell 871 0250
Auction Mart (204) 434-6519

MB. Livestock Dealer #1111

WWW.GRUNTHALLIVESTOCK.COM

REGULAR
CATTLE SALES
every TUESDAY at 9 am

June 28th 

Monday, June 27th at 12:00 Noon
Sheep and Goat with 

Small Animals & Holstein Calves

Hwy #205, Grunthal • (204) 434-6519

2 YR OLD RED PB Bulls. Semen tested. $2500 
each. Phone (204)371-6404. St Anne, MB.

BATTLE LAKE ANGUS HAS PB registered Black 
& Red yearling Angus bulls for sale. Semen tested  
& EPD’S available. Carberry. (204)834-2202 Text  
(204)841-3241

FOR SALE: RED & Black yearling & 2-yr old Angus 
bulls, will semen test, delivery available, call Wayne  
(204)383-5802 or (204)383-0100.

HAMCO CATTLE CO. HAS for sale Reg Red & 
Black Angus yearling bulls & 2-yr olds. Good selec- 
tion. Semen tested, performance data & EPD’s  
available. Top genetics, Free Delivery. Contact  
Glen, Albert, Larissa Hamilton (204)827-2358 or  
David Hamilton (204)325-3635.

RIDGE SIDE RED ANGUS has yearlings & 1, 3 yr 
old herdsire for sale. From Top AI Sires. All bulls  
tested, long, thick, deep, good disposition. Can de- 
liver call Don (204)422-5216

BLACK ANGUS BULLS YEARLINGS & Long 
Yearlings, some Heifer Bulls, semen tested & per- 
formance records avail. Call Don Guilford, Hereford  
Ranch (204)873-2430, Clearwater.

BULLS FOR SALE. Ten yearling and seven 2-yr 
old Black Angus bulls. Phone (204)835-2087,  
McCreary, MB.

FAIR HAVEN FARMS LTD. at Souris, MB: Yearling 
& Mature Black Angus bulls, registered, semen  
tested, performance ED’S available. Call Gloria  
Turner (204)741-0648 or (204) 483-3234 for more  
information.

FORAGE BASED BLACK ANGUS BULLS. Virgin 
2 yr olds & herd sires available. Genetics w/mater- 
nal & calving ease traits. (204)564-2540 or  
(204)773-6800 www.nerbasbrosangus.com

OSSAWA ANGUS AT MARQUETTE, MB has for 
sale: Yearling & 2-yr old bulls. For more info call  
(204)375-6658, cell (204)383-0703.

YEARLING & 2-YR OLD Black Angus bulls. Hollo-
way Angus, Gerry Williams, Souris. Phone:  
(204)741-0070 or (204)483-3622.

1 2-YR OLD POLLED Charolais Bull, grandson of 
Bluegrass, will be easy calving, good disposition,  
semen tested. “Must be seen”; Also 2 polled year- 
lings, grandsons of Bluegrass. Semen tested.  
K.E.H Charolais  Keith Hagan (204)748-1024, Virden.

2-YEAR OLD & YEARLING bulls sired by Silver 
Bullet & Specialist. For calving ease & yearling 
growth, Polled & semen tested. Martens Charolais 
& Seed (204)534-8370.

PUREBRED CHAROLAIS BULLS, 1 1/2-yr olds & 
yearlings, White & Red factor, some good for heif- 
ers, semen tested, guaranteed & delivered. R&G  
McDonald Livestock. (204)466-2883,  
(204)724-2811.

WE HAVE AN EXCELLENT selection of PB Charo-
lais bulls, both Red & white yearling & 2-yr olds.  
Pictures & info on the net www.defoortstock- 
farm.com. Call Gord or Sue:(204)743-2109.

PUREBRED DUN DEXTER BULL. Will be 2 in 
Sept. He can be registered if desired. He is PHA  
free. Dwarf free. $1,000. Evelyn Wilton  
(204)239-1913, Portage La Prairie.

YEARLING & 2-YR OLD bulls for sale, also mature 
herd sire with proven calving ease, bulls semen  
tested, in the 90%. Phone Wayne (306)793-4568,  
Stockholm SK.

FOR SALE: POLLED HEREFORD Bulls Yearlings 
& Long Yearlings, semen tested & performance  
records avail. Call Don Guilford, Hereford Ranch  
(204)873-2430, Clearwater.

REGISTERED POLLED SALERS BULLS on farm 
& at Douglas Summer sale, May 31st, 2016.  Red  
or Black. Semen tested & guaranteed. Can arrange  
delivery. Ken Sweetland, Lundar, MB. www.sweet- 
landsaler.com (204)762-5512.

INTERESTED IN GETTING SOME shorthorn influ-
ence into your breeding program? Contact us at  
www.manitobashorthorns.com or call the field rep  
Tom Walls (204)895-8191

5W SIMMENTALS HAS FOR SALE: Reg Polled 
Yearling Simmental Bulls, Red & Blacks, Semen  
Tested, Will Deliver, Keep Until Needed. Purchase  
Sired Goldstandard, Mind Games, Skinner & Jus- 
tice. Phone (204)868-5040 For More Info.

Registered 4-yr old Percheron Stallion for Sale. Old
style draft. Black. $4000 (204) 526-0901

      WANTED:
     BUTCHER
    HOGS

SOWS AND BOARS
FOR EXPORT

P. QUINTAINE & SON LTD.
728-7549

Licence No. 1123

ALTERNATIVE POWER BY SUNDOG SOLAR, 
portable/remote solar water pumping for win- 
ter/summer. Call for pricing on solar systems, wind  
generators, aeration. Service & repair on all  
makes/models. Carl Driedger, (204)556-2346 or  
(204)851-0145, Virden.

KELLN SOLAR SUMMER/WINTER WATERING 
System, provides water in remote areas, improves  
water quality, increases pasture productivity, ex- 
tends dugout life. St. Claude/Portage,  
204-379-2763.

12V. or Hydraulic
Electronic Scale Opt. 

1 877 695 2532
www.ezefeeder.ca 

30-FT ABOVE GROUND POOL. Needs new lining. 
Comes with sand filter pump, etc. Regulate pump.  
Including wooden deck. (204) 268-4591.

TIME TO APPRECIATE RELATIONSHIPS... Life is 
Meant to be Shared. We are Here to Help You. 
CANDLELIGHT MATCHMAKERS. Confidential,  
Rural, Photos/Profiles to selected matches, Local,  
Affordable, Serving MB, SK, NW-Ontario. Call/Write  
for info: Box 212, Roland, MB, R0G 1T0,   
(204)343-2475.

MARVIN HOMES INC- SINCE 1976- Your READY 
TO MOVE HOME BUILDER for 40 YEARS. Avail  
soon 1,560-sq.ft., 3 bdrm, 2.5 bath front covered  
deck & roof dormers. Contact us for more info &  
pricing. marvinhomesinc@live.com MARVIN  
VOGT, MARVIN HOMES, Mitchell, MB.  
(204)326-1493 or (204)355-8484. www.marvin- 
homes.ca

160 Acres near Woodmore MB, 70 acres seeded to  
oats, remainder pasture. NW425E Selling w/2016  
crop. $145,000. (204)427-3469

82.5-AC OVER THE ASSINIBOINE Delta Aquifer. 
South Central MB, near Sydney. 27-ac oak forest  
and 55-ac open. Frontage PR64N. $165,000.  
Phone (204)466-2870.

BRIAN FLOWER OF STE. Rose du Lac, MB in-
tends to sell private lands: SW 32-24-14W	; N1/2  
32-24-14W;  E1/2 33-24-14-W; SE 28-24-14W;  
E1/2 8-25-15W; N1/2 35-24-14W; SW36-24-14W to  
Tim and Kayla Peters of Morden, MB who will be 
considered by Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Ru- 
ral Development for possible transfer of the Crown  
land forage lease associated with this ranch unit. 
This forage lease currently consists of the following:  
N1/2 2-25-14W; N1/2 3-25-14W; S1/2 9-25-14-W;  
E1/2 of NE 9-25-14W; Sec 10-25-14W; Sec  
11-25-14W; Sec 14-25-14W; S1/2 15-25-14W; NE  
15-25-14W; E1/2 2-25-14W; Sec 23-25-14W by  
Unit Transfer. If you wish to comment on or object  
to the potential transfer of this forage lease to this  
purchaser please write to: Director, MAFRD, Agri- 
cultural Crown Lands, PO Box 1286, Minnedosa  
MB R0J 1E0; or Fax 204-867-6578.

GORDON, HARVEY, RANDY, RON & Richard 
Dyck of Winnipegosis, MB intend to sell private  
lands: E1/2 07-32-15W; E1/2 18-32-15W; NW  
18-32-15W; NW 17-32-15W; E1/2 19-32-15W;  
W1/2 20-32-15W; E1/2 30-32-15W; SEC  
29-32-15W; W1/2 32-32-15W; SEC 31-32-15W;  
E1/2 36-32-16W; E1/2 01-33-16W; SEC  
06-33-15W; SW 05-33-15W; SW 08-33-15W; NW  
08-33-15W to Larry, Michael, Shailynn & Brad Sle- 
picka, who will be considered by Manitoba Agricul- 
ture, Food & Rural Development for possible trans- 
fer of the Crown land forage lease associated w/this  
ranch unit. This forage lease currently consists of  
the following: W1/2 07-32-15W; W1/2 17-32-15W;  
SW 18-32-15W; W1/2 19-32-15W; SE 20-32-15W;  
E1/2 29-32-15W; W1/2 30-32-15W; E1/2  
32-32-15W; N1/2 05-33-15W; SE 05-33-15W; SEC  
07-33-15W; W1/2 17-33-15W; SEC 18-33-15W;  
SEC 19-33-15W; W1/2 20-33-15W; W1/2  
29-33-15W; SEC 30-33-15W; SEC 25-32-16W; Sec  
36-32-16W; SEC 01-33-16W; SEC 12-33-16W; SE  
13-33-16W by Unit Transfer. If you wish to com- 
ment on or object to the potential transfer of this for- 
age lease to this purchaser please write to: Direc- 
tor, MAFRD, Agricultural Crown Lands, PO Box  
1286, Minnedosa MB R0J 1E0; or Fax  
(204)867-6578.

MORDEN SOUTH WEST 1/4 section NW 
7-2-6Wpm. Excellent quality farmland for sale.  
160-acres, 140-acres cultivated. 80% class 2 soil,  
D-5 MASC. Contact: Golden Plains Realty Ltd.  
1-204-745-3677 Att: Melvin Toews

NORMAN AND FERN LUSSIER of Lac du Bonnet 
MB, intend to sell private lands: SW 1-16-10E; NW  
1-16-10E; NE 2-16-10E; NW 2-16-10E; NE  
12-16-10E; SE 12-16-10E; SE 3-16-10E; SW  
3-16-10E to Rupert and Mary Theuerer, of Moose  
Jaw Saskatchewan, who will be considered by  
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Develop- 
ment, for possible transfer of the Crown land forage  
lease associated with this ranch unit. This forage  
lease currently consists of the following: NE  
11-16-10E; SE 11-16-10E; NW 12-16-10E; SW  
12-16-10E. If you wish to comment on or object to  
the potential transfer of this forage lease to this pur- 
chaser, please write to MAFRD, Agricultural Crown  
Lands, PO Box 1286, Minnedosa MB R0J 1E0, or  
fax 204-867-6578.

Pipestone, MB Land Robbie John Denolf of Virden is
offering the following private land for sale:
NW 29-8-25W, NE 29-8-25W, SW 29-8-25W,
SE29-8-25W, SW 20-8-25W, NW20-8-25W,
NE 20-8-25W, NW 21-8-25W, SW 21-8-25W,
SE 21-8-25W, NE 21-8-25W
The successful purchaser will be considered by Man-
itoba Agriculture, Food & Rural Development for pos-
sible transfer of the Crown land forage lease associ-
ated with this ranch unit. This forage lease currently
consists of the following:
NE 21-08-25W, NW 21-08-25W, SE 21-08-25W,
NE 28-08-25W, SE 28-08-25W, SW 28-08-25W,
NW 11-08-25W, NE 15-08-25W, SE 15-08-25W
If you wish to purchase the private land contact
Robbie John Denolf, PO Box 715, Virden, MB R0M
2C0
If you wish to comment on or object to the eligibility
of this Unit Transfer write the Director, MAFRD, Agri-
cultural Crown Lands, PO Box 1286, Minnedosa, MB
R0J 1E0; or Fax (204)867-6578

FARM FOR SALE, 9 quarters of Newdale clay 
loam, Class B06 soil, North of Hamiota, 2 yard sites  
w/houses, excellent buildings, includes heated  
shop, $2,600,000. Phone Scott (204)724-2131 or  
(204)727-2001.

CANADIAN FARM REALTY
Grain Farm For Sale

3290 acre grain farm located in southern 
Manitoba. Quarter mile off paved highway. 
223,000 bu grain storage, 100 ft truck scale 

and heated shop. Productive grain land, 
mostly all in one block.
Royal LePage Riverbend

Sheldon Froese 204-371-5131
Stacey Hiebert 204-371-5930
Dolf Feddes 204-745-0451
Junior Thevenot 204-825-8378
Henry Carels 204-573-5396
Catharina Carels 204-720-4779
Visit our farm listings and videos at 

www.canadianfarmrealty.com

FARMS WANTED. If you are considering selling 
your farm, contact me. I have eight years experi- 
ence selling farms and farmed all my life. All discus- 
sions are confidential. Rick Taylor, Homelife Home  
Professional Realty. (204)867-7551, rtaylor@home- 
life.com www.homelifepro.com

WANTED TO BUY: 1/2 section crop land in MB. 
Reply to (204)385-2753.

BEST PRICES IN MANITOBA on Kids/Adults 
ATVS, Dirtbikes, Dune Buggies, UTVS! 110 ATV-  
$849.00; 125cc Dirt Bike- $899.00; 125 Dune Bug- 
gy- $1,799.00 (Check Out Our Ads @ www.kijiji.ca)  
(Go to Manitoba/Brandon/110 ATVS) Phone  
(204)724-4372.

TRACTORS
Versatile

TRACTORS
2-Wheel Drive

TRACTORS
Various

HEAT  &  AIR CONDITIONING

IRON  &  STEEL

LIVESTOCK
LIVESTOCK

Cattle Auctions

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Angus

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Black Angus

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Charolais

IRON  &  STEEL

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Charolais

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Dexter

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Gelbvieh

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Hereford

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Salers

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Shorthorn

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Simmental

LIVESTOCK
Horses – Percheron

LIVESTOCK
Swine Wanted

LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

PERSONAL

REAL ESTATE

REAL  ESTATE
Houses & Lots

REAL  ESTATE
Land For Sale

TRACTORS
Various

REAL  ESTATE
Land For Sale

REAL  ESTATE
Farms & Ranches – Manitoba

REAL  ESTATE
Farms & Ranches – Wanted

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

RECREATIONAL  VEHICLES
All Terrain Vehicles

TRACTORS
Various

Download the app at   
agreader.ca/mbc

Turn your  
smartphone  

into a  
geniusphone.

Stretch your advertising dollars! Place an ad in the 
classifieds. Our friendly staff is waiting for your call. 
1-800-782-0794.

Stretch your 
ADVERTISING DOLLAR!

1-800-782-0794
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Renew your subscription to the Manitoba Co-operator 
for 2 years BEFORE we mail your renewal notice, and 

we'll extend your subscription by 2 additional months. 
That's 26 months for the price of 24. OR - Renew for one 

year and receive 13 months for the price of 12!

Your expiry  
date is located  
on your  
publication's  
mailing label.

save!
1·800·782·0794

Canadian Subscribers U.S. Subscribers

Payment Enclosed

❑ 1 Year: $64.00* 
❑ 2 Year: $107.00* 
❑ 3 Years $134.00*  *Taxes included

❑ 1 Year: $150.00
(US Funds)

❑ Cheque     ❑ Money Order     ❑ Visa     ❑ Mastercard

Make cheque or money order payable to Manitoba Co-operator  
and mail to: Box 9800, Stn. Main, Winnipeg, MB  R3C 3K7

BONUS: Sign me up for daily breaking news bulletins and special offers  FREE!
  I agree to receive emails from FBC Communications Limited Partnership containing news, updates and promotions, as well 
as product and/or service information that may be of interest to me. You may withdraw your consent at any time by contacting 

Heather Anderson, Circulation Manager, Box 9800, Winnipeg, MB R3C 3K7, email: esubscriptions@fbcpublishing.com

Help us make the Manitoba Co-operator an even better read! 
Please fill in the spaces below that apply to you. Thank you!

Visa/MC #:

Expiry: Phone:_____________________________

Email:____________________________________________________

Email: subscription@fbcpublishing.com

Renew early and

Call, email or mail us today!

MSER: 12345   2015/12  PUB
John Smith
Company Name
123 Example St.
Town, Province, POSTAL CODE

ATTACH YOUR MAILING LABEL HERE

My Main crops are:  No. of acres
1.  Wheat ____________ 
2. Barley ____________ 
3. Oats ____________ 
4. Canola ____________ 
5. Flax ____________ 
6. Durum ____________
7. Rye ____________
8. Peas ____________
9. Chick Peas ____________
Livestock Enterpise  No. of head
1.  Registered Beef ____________ 
2. Commercial Cow ____________ 
3. Fed Cattle (sold yearly) ____________
4. Hog Weaners (sold yearly) __________

My Main crops are:  No. of acres
10.  Lentils  ___________
11. Dry Beans  ___________
12. Hay  ___________
13. Pasture  ___________
14. Summerfallow  ___________
15. Alfalfa  ___________
16. Forage Seed  ___________
17. Mustard  ___________
18. Other (specify)  ___________
Livestock Enterpise  No. of head
5. Hog farrow-to-finish (# sows) ______
6. Finished Pigs (sold yearly) _________
7. Dairy Cows  ___________
8. Other Livestock (specify) __________

q	 I’m farming or ranching
q	 	I own a farm or ranch but i'm 

not involved in it's operations or 
management

If you're not the owner/operator of a 
farm are you:
q	 In agri-business 
(bank, elevator, ag supplies etc.)
q	 Other

Occasionally Farm Business Communications makes its list of subscribers available to other reputable firms 
whose products and services may be of interest to you. If you PReFeR NOt tO ReCeIve such farm-related 
offers please check the box below.
q		I PReFeR MY NAM AND ADDReSS NOt Be MADe AvAILABLe tO OtHeRS

total farm size (including rented land)_______________ Year of birth________

✁

TAKE FIVE
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Puzzle by websudoku.com

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers  
1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes.  
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Last week's answer

ACROSS
1 Supercilious sort
5 Insect's feeler
9 Goes without eating
14 Newborn's head covering, at times
15 Slowly shrinking Asian "sea"
16 Tibia or Ulna specialist
17 Kevin's "A Fish Called Wanda" role
18 Adidas rival
19 Some things to spend in Oman
20 Refuses to listen, in a

corny sort of way
23 Less refined
24 Beam over a door
27 Small layer?
28 Yoga class need
30 Timmie's size, for short
31 Cinnabar or cuprite
32 Corny covering that looks

like a Malamute?
35 Shield's raised centre
38 Old Sally Field TV role
39 SW US tribe members
40 Lust amongst the maize?
45 Suffix with Japan , Siam and Nepal
46 Dancer Adele, to dancer Fred
47 The Big Band ___
48 Unhappy
51 Big, white daisy
53 Have ambitions
55 Derisive, butter-covered

cook-out treat?
59 Beelzebub

SOLUTION TO PUZZLE

This is Really CornyThis is Really CornyThis is Really CornyThis is Really CornyThis is Really Corny
CrCrCrCrCrossworossworossworossworossworddddd
by Adrian Powell

61 Double reed wind
62 Jaeger's cousin
63 Embryos' homes
64 Tiny bottle
65 "Touched by an Angel" character
66 Sorceress who aided Jason
67 Kind of unhealthy looking
68 Short, antique dagger

DOWN
1 Rusty Nail ingredient
2 David Suzuki's love
3 Defeat in a foot race
4 Like many Scandinavians
5 On again, off again Mid-east

games started in 1953
6 Not even moist
7 Great Slave, for one
8 Legal bargaining subject, perhaps
9 From abroad
10 Japanese fellow, for one
11 Begin
12 Israel's ___ Aviv
13 Desperate, tapped-out message
21 Common Trans-Canada hauler
22 Dane's bane
25 Something an ancient

Manxman spoke
26 Albanian dough
29 Cares for
30 Flush the soap out
32 Actor Michael, to Kirk
33 McClanahan of "The Golden Girls"

34 Interior designer's choice
35 Island four-stringers
36 Fishnet stocking pattern
37 Double-___ suit
41 Latvia's neighbour
42 Fact fudger, basically
43 In an angry way
44 First sign of an allergy
48 Make queasy
49 Stir into action
50 Humiliate
52 Frighten
54 Roaches and termites
56 PBS science series
57 Kimono ties
58 Noted Biblical boatwright
59 Simple math problem
60 Gorged oneself

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

SNOBPALPFASTS
CAULARALOSTEO
OTTONIKERIALS
TURNSADEAFEAR
CRUDERLINTEL
HENMATREGORE

SIBERIANHUSK
UMBONUNUTES
KERNELDESIRE
ESESISERASAD
SHASTAASPIRE

SCORNONTHECOB
SATANOBOESKUA
UTERIVIALTESS
MEDEAASHYSNEE
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NOTRE DAME USED OIL
& FILTER DEPOT

• Buy Used Oil • Buy Batteries
• Collect Used Filters • Collect Oil Containers

Southern and Western Manitoba
Tel: 204-248-2110

NOTRE
DAME
USED
OIL &
FILTER
DEPOT

• Buy Used Oil
• Buy Batteries

• Collect Used Filters
• Collect Oil Containers

Southern
and Western

Manitoba

Tel: 204-248-2110

Southern, Eastern, 
Western Manitoba

• Buy Used Oil
• Buy Batteries

• Collect Used Filters
• Collect Oil Containers

• Antifreeze

The only company that collects,  
recycles and re-uses in Manitoba!  

888-368-9378 ~ www.envirowestinc.com

We BUY used oil & filters 

Collection of plastic oil jugs 

Glycol recovery services 

Specialized waste removal 

Winter & Summer windshield 
washer fluid  

Peak Performance anti-freeze
( available in bulk or drums )
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CERTIFIED CANADA #1 MF5301 Alfalfa seed, 
pre-inoculated, $3.75/lb; Canada Common #1  
Timothy Seed $1.90/lb. Call (204)642-2572, River- 
ton, MB.

CERTIFIED CDC JET 95% germ (Black) & Certi-
fied CDC Super Jet 95% germ (Black). CDC Certi- 
fied Pintium (Pinto). Martens Charolais & Seed.  
(204)534-8370.

4010 FORAGE PEAS. $15.00/BUSHEL. Call 
1-877-781-8189 at Thomson Forage & Grass  
Seeds.

CERTIFIED CANADA #1 MF5301 Alfalfa seed, 
pre-inoculated, $3.75/lb; Canada Common #1  
Timothy Seed $1.90/lb. Call (204)642-2572, River- 
ton, MB.

FOR SALE: ALFALFA, TIMOTHY, Brome, Clover, 
hay & pasture blends, millet seed, Crown, Red Pro- 
zo. Leonard Friesen (204)685-2376, Austin, MB.

SPECIALIZING IN:
Rye, Flax, Barley, Peas, 

Oats, Corn, Wheat, Soybeans, 
Canola, Soy Oil, Soymeal

- Licensed & Bonded -
Farm Pick-Up Pricing 

Across Western Canada

Contact Us Toll Free:
888-974-7246

www.delmarcommodities.com

WINKLER, MANITOBA

204-373-2328

WE BUY OATS
Call us today for pricing

Box 424, Emerson, MB R0A 0L0

“ON FARM PICK UP” 
1-877-250-5252

BUYING:
HEATED CANOLA 

& FLAX
• Competitive Prices
• Prompt Movement
• Spring Thrashed

Vanderveen
Commodity

Services Ltd.
Licensed and Bonded Grain Brokers

Andy Vanderveen · Brett Vanderveen
Jesse Vanderveen

A Season to Grow… Only Days to Pay!

37 4th Ave. NE Carman, MB R0G 0J0   
Ph. (204) 745-6444  

Email: vscltd@mts.net

MALT BARLEY
*2-Row*

AC Metcalfe, CDC Copeland & AAC Synergy

We buy feed barley, feed wheat, 
oats, soybeans, corn & canola

Box 238 Letellier, MB. R0G 1C0
Phone 204-737-2000

Toll-Free 1-800-258-7434
Agent: M & J Weber-Arcola, SK.

Phone 306-455-2509

COME SEE US AT AG DAYS IN 
THE CONVENTION HALL

BOOTH 1309

2016 AOG Malt Contracts Available2016 AOG Malt Contracts Available

MALT BARLEY
*2-Row*

AC Metcalfe, CDC Copeland & AAC Synergy

We buy feed barley, feed wheat, 
oats, soybeans, corn & canola

Box 238 Letellier, MB. R0G 1C0
Phone 204-737-2000

Toll-Free 1-800-258-7434
Agent: M & J Weber-Arcola, SK.

Phone 306-455-2509

COME SEE US AT AG DAYS IN 
THE CONVENTION HALL

BOOTH 1309

2014 AOG Malt Contracts Available2014 AOG Malt Contracts Available

MALT BARLEY
*6-Row* 

Celebration & Tradition

We buy feed barley, feed wheat, 
oats, soybeans, corn & canola

2013 Malt Contracts Available
Box 238 Letellier, MB. R0G 1C0

Phone 204-737-2000
Toll-Free 1-800-258-7434

Agent: M & J Weber-Arcola, SK.
Phone 306-455-2509

COME SEE US AT AG DAYS IN 
THE CONVENTION HALL

BOOTH 1309

MALT BARLEY
*6-Row* 

Celebration & Tradition

We buy feed barley, feed wheat, 
oats, soybeans, corn & canola

2013 Malt Contracts Available
Box 238 Letellier, MB. R0G 1C0

Phone 204-737-2000
Toll-Free 1-800-258-7434

Agent: M & J Weber-Arcola, SK.
Phone 306-455-2509

COME SEE US AT AG DAYS IN 
THE CONVENTION HALL

BOOTH 1309

MALT BARLEY
*6-Row* 

Celebration & Tradition

We buy feed barley, feed wheat, 
oats, soybeans, corn & canola

2013 Malt Contracts Available
Box 238 Letellier, MB. R0G 1C0

Phone 204-737-2000
Toll-Free 1-800-258-7434

Agent: M & J Weber-Arcola, SK.
Phone 306-455-2509

COME SEE US AT AG DAYS IN 
THE CONVENTION HALL

BOOTH 1309

For Pricing ~ 204-325-9555

NOW BUYING
Confection and
Oil Sunflowers,

Brown & Yellow Flax 
and Red & White Millet

Edible Beans
Licensed & Bonded

Winkler, MB.

BUYING ALL FEED GRAINS
Heated/Spring Threshed

Lightweight/Green/Tough,
Mixed Grain - Barley, Oats, Rye, 

Flax, Wheat, Durum, Lentils, Peas, 
Canola, Chickpeas, Triticale, 

Sunflowers, Screenings, Organics 
and By-Products

√ ON-FARM PICKUP
√ PROMPT PAYMENT

√ LICENSED AND BONDED

SASKATOON, LLOYDMINSTER, 
LETHBRIDGE, VANCOUVER, 

MINNEDOSA
1-204-724-6741

FARMERS, RANCHERS,
SEED PROCESSORS

HAY WAGONS 9X40-FT BUILT from new metal, 
1122.5 tires, $6,500. Phone KCL Repairs, Ashern  
(204)739-3096.

RURAL & CULTURAL TOURS
Italy Land & Cruise  ~ Oct 2016

Egypt /Nile River Cruise ~ Nov 2016
Australia /New Zealand ~ Jan 2017

Kenya/Tanzania ~ Jan 2017
South America ~ Feb 2017

Costa Rica / Panama Cruise ~ Feb 2017
South Africa / Victoria Falls ~ Feb 2017

Vietnam/Cambodia/Thailand ~ Mar 2017

Select Holidays 
1-800-661-4326

www.selectholidays.com

*Portion of tours may be Tax Deductible

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY RED RIVER HOL-
STEINS is seeking applicants to work on a robot 
dairy/grain farm. Glenlea, MB. F/T $17.00 per hour  
8:00-5:00 M-F, alternate weekends, extended hrs  
during hay season & harvest. Applicants must be  
self motivated, physically able, familiar & com- 
fortable around cattle. Must have experience with  
daily feeding, livestock medication, equipment/trac- 
tor operation. Must have valid class 5 drivers. Send  
resume to Reg Wiens, Red River Holstein Box 17  
Glenlea, MB R0G 0S0. (204)470-8102

RECYCLING

CERTIFIED SEED

CERTIFIED SEED
Forage Seeds

CERTIFIED SEED
Pulse Crops

COMMON SEED

COMMON SEED
Forage Seeds

COMMON SEED
Forage Seeds

SEED / FEED / GRAIN

SEED/FEED/GRAIN
Feed Grain

SEED/FEED/GRAIN
Grain Wanted

SEED/FEED/GRAIN
Grain Wanted

SEED/FEED/GRAIN
Grain Wanted

TRAILERS

TRAILERS
Trailers Miscellaneous

TRAVEL

CAREERS

CAREERS
Farm / Ranch

The Manitoba Co-operator. Manitobaʼs best-read farm 
publication.

Manitoba Co-operator classifieds, 1-800-782-0794.

If you want to sell it fast, call 1-800-782-0794.

Get market and 
commodities  

numbers from 
today… now.

Download the app at   
agreader.ca/mbc

Advertise your unwanted equipment in the Classifieds. 
Call our toll-free number and place your ad with our 
friendly staff, and donʼt forget to ask about our prepay-
ment bonus. Prepay for 3 weeks and get 2 weeks free! 
1-800-782-0794.

Search the nation’s largest 
selection of used ag equipment 
with just 
one click.

Find it fast at30,000
PIECES OF AG
EQUIPMENT!

OVER
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Highway #10 East
Ph: 306-783-8511
Fax: 306-782-5595

Highway #6 North
Ph: 306-746-2911
Fax: 306-746-2919

Highway #2 South
Ph: 306-946-3301
Fax: 306-946-2613 

USED EQUIPMENT

SEEDING  
2008 BO 3310 65FT-10IN 
c/w 6550 TBH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $165,000
2009 NH P2070 70FT X 12IN. . . . . . . . . . $65,000
2014 SHAWK 8412 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $190,000
2014 SHAWK 8412 
c/w P1060 & P1070 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $355,000
1994 FC 2320 TBT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,500
2010 JD 1910 TBH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55,000
2008 SHAWK 7212 c/w 3430 TBH  . . . $169,900
2009 SMASTER TXB5012  . . . . . . . . . . . . $88,000
2008 Morris 7240 TBH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28,000 
COMBINES  
1993 CIH 1688. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,900
2015 NH CX8090 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $459,000
2013 NH CX8090 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $344,000
2011 NH CR9080. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $267,000
2011 NH CX8080. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$170,000
2011 NH CR9080. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $239,900
2010 NH CX8080 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $209,900

2010 NH CX8070  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $190,000
2009 NH CX8080 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $183,000
2008 NH CX8080 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $169,000
2003 NH CR970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125,000 
COMBINE HEADS  
2015 NH 840CD-35  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $83,000
2015 NH 840CD-35  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $83,000
2015 NH 840CD-35  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $83,000
2013 NH 840CD-35  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $67,000
2013 NH 840CD-35  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $67,000
2015 MB D65-35FT CNH . . . . . . . . . . . . . $85,000
2015 MB D65-35FT CNH . . . . . . . . . . . . . $85,000
2010 MB D60-35FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $52,000
2010 NH 94C-36FT CR/CX  . . . . . . . . . . . $43,000
2010 NH 94C-42FT CR/CX  . . . . . . . . . . . $65,000
2009 NH 94C-30FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $35,900
2009 NH 94C-40FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $50,000
2009 NH 94C-36FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $43,000
2008 NH 94C-36FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $39,000
2008 NH 94C-36FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $37,000
2005 NH 94C-30FT CR/CX . . . . . . . . . . . $23,900 

SPRAYERS  
2001 FC 67 XL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,900
2000 SPAIR 3200  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,900
2013 NH SP.240F XP 1200GAL 100FT $269,000
2012 NH SP.275F  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $235,000 

TRACTORS  
2010 NH T7040 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $129,000
2003 NH TM140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $59,900
1995 CIH 9280  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $68,000 

SWATHERS  
1989 JD 590 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
1999 MB 9200. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46,900
2013 NH H8060-36FT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$118,000
2012 NH H8060-36FT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $105,000
2008 NH H8040-36FT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $79,000 

MISC.  
ATV 2009 CK 3100S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,250 
Baler/Round 2009 NH BR7090 . . . . . . . $27,000 
Baler/Round 2008 NH BR7090 . . . . . . . .$14,900 

Truck Semi 1994 FO LTL9000 . . . . . . . . . $6,000 
Truck Semi 2003 IHC 9900I. . . . . . . . . . $35,000 
Rake/Wheel 2008 TONUT V14 . . . . . . . . . $11,500 
Mower Conditioner 2013 NH H7460-16FT 
Rubber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,000 
Mower Conditioner 2013 NH H7460 $38,500 
Mower Conditioner 2008 NH 1475 . . . . . $28,571 
Mower/Batwing 2014 SU XH1500 
S3 SERIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26,900 
Mower/Zero Turn 2012 CK RZT 54 KW $3,650 
Mower/Zero Turn 2010 CK TANK 60 $4,000 
Harrow Heavy 2013 BO 7200-84. . . . . . .$31,500 
Harrow Heavy 2001 BO 7200. . . . . . . . . .$21,900 
Harrow Packer 1998 MR Rangler II  . . . .$12,500 
Forklift 2006 JC 940 RTFL . . . . . . . . . . . $40,000 
Forklift 2004 SX SD 80. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $64,000 
Grain Auger 2011 WHEAT BH 1041. . . . . . $9,950 
Grain Vac 2008 REM 2700 . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,900 
Deep Tillage 1984 FC 800 . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000 
Deep Tillage 1984 MR CP750. . . . . . . . . .$16,000 

www.agdealer.com/raymorenh

‘09 New Holland 94C-40FT 
Header, Excellent cond., DOUBLE KNIFE 

DRIVE, 6 BAT UII SPLIT REEL, DOUBLE DRIVE, 
HYD FORE/AFT

$5
4,

90
0

677932

$5
4,

90
0

‘10 New Holland 94C-36FT 
Header, Excellent cond., 36FT, DOUBLE KNIFE 
DRIVE, 6 BAT UII 42IN DIAMETER ONE PIECE  

$4
5,

00
0

677738

Header, Excellent cond., 36FT, DOUBLE KNIFE 

$4
5,

00
0

‘10 New Holland 94C-42FT 
CR/CX Draper Head, 42FT CR/CX, GUAGE 

WHEELS, SPLIT UII REEL, HYD F/A, HYD TILT

$5
9,

00
0

718052

$5
9,

00
0

‘15 New Holland 840CD-35FT 
Header, 35FT, TRANSPORT, GUAGE WHEELS, 

AHHC, X-AUGER

$8
9,

00
0

736273

$8
9,

00
0

‘08 New Holland CX8080
Combine, 1785hrs, 360HP, Good cond., 
900/65R32 Tires, CAST, BLOWERS,76C 

Swathmaster

$1
69

,0
00

739591

$1
69

,0
00

‘11 New Holland CX8080
Combine, 2260hrs, 360HP, Good cond., 520 
DUALS, 600/65R28 STEERS, LARGE TOUCH 

SCREEN DISPLAY

$1
75

,0
00

677757

‘11 New Holland CR9080 
Combine, 1135hrs, 620 DUALS, S3, HID’S, 

DSP, DELUX CHOPPER, 790CP-15

$2
39

,9
00

737584

$2
39

,9
00

‘13 New Holland CX8090 
Combine, 682hrs, 449HP, Excellent cond., 
520 DUALS, CAST, Y&M, SPREADERS, HIDS, 

790CP-15FT

$3
44

,0
00

733839

$3
44

,0
00

‘08 New Holland H8040-36FT
Windrower/Swather, 635hrs, Excellent 

cond., 36FT, SCHUMACHER, UII, DELUXE CAB, 
CAB SUSPENSION

$7
9,

00
0

736163

cond., 36FT, SCHUMACHER, UII, DELUXE CAB, 

$7
9,

00
0

‘13 New Holland H8060-36FT 
Windrower/Swather, 298hrs, 190HP, 

Excellent cond., 36FT, DELUXE CAB, CAB 
SUSPENSION, DELUXE LED LIGHTS, 600/65R

$1
19

,0
00

677742

$1
19

,0
00

‘15 Elmers 1150 Haul Master
Grain Cart, Excellent cond., 1200BU, 

TRANSFER TRACKS, SCALES, AGRIMATICS, 
TARP, PIVOTING AUGER

$1
10

,0
00

716097

$1
10

,0
00

‘10 New Holland CX8070
Combine, 1160hrs, Excellent cond., 

900/60R32 TIRES/600/65R28 REARS, HD 
LIFT CYL, 76C

$1
90

,0
00

738299

‘08 New Holland BR7090
Round Baler, Good cond., 1.5M PICK UP, 

LACED BELTS, 31X13.5-15 TIRES, HYD, PICK 
UP

$1
4,

90
0

737592

$1
4,

90
0

‘09 New Holland P2070 - 70’ 
Air Drill, NH Opener, Double Shoot, 

Floatation Tires

$6
5,

00
0

618931

$6
5,

00
0

‘14 Seed Hawk 8412 
Air Drill, Good cond., 8RUN DOUBLE SHOOT 
FLEXI COIL AIR PACK, SETUP TOW BEHIND, 

LAR

$1
90

,0
00

741787

$1
90

,0
00

‘10 MacDon D60-35FT 
CNH Header, Good cond., 35FT, CROSS 

AUGER, TRANSPORT, CNH ADAPTER

$5
4,

00
0

744124

$5
4,

00
0

‘15 Versatile 450
Tractor, 500HP, PS, 710/70R42 IF DUALS, 

110GPM, 6EH REMOTES, LUX CAB

$3
19

,0
00

770205

$3
19

,0
00

‘15 New Holland Boomer 24
Tractor, 4WD, Excellent cond., BOOMER 47 
$27,500 260TLA Loader $7,500 BOOMER 37 

$21,900 250

$1
3,

80
0

759568

‘07 RoGator 874-100FT-800GAL 
SS Sprayer, 2788hrs, Good cond., 100FT, 

800 GAL, 320’s, VIPER, SMART TRAX, BOOM 
HEIGHT.

$9
9,

00
0

770208

$9
9,

00
0

‘16 WATER CANNON 8”X83’
 Pump, Excellent cond., 8” X 83’ SINGLE 

KNOZZLE, 110 PTO HP

$4
3,

00
0

772465

$4
3,

00
0

‘15 Versatile 500DT 
Tractor, 4WD, 550HP, Excellent cond., PS, 

30” TRACKS, 110GPM, 6 REMOTES, PTO, LUX 
CAB, GPS

$4
75

,0
00

770207

$4
75

,0
00

‘13 New Holland P1060
TBH Air Cart, Excellent cond., 430bu, 3 TANK, 

VR, 10” AUGER 8 RUN, REAR DUALS

$7
8,

00
0

770202

TBH Air Cart, Excellent cond., 430bu, 3 TANK, 

$7
8,

00
0

‘11 New Holland P1060 
TBH Air Cart, Excellent cond.

$5
9,

00
0

770206

$5
9,

00
0

‘16 New Holland P4460 
Air Cart, 4Tank, 460bu, DS, Sectional 

Control, 650 Duals, Dlx Auger

$1
59

,0
00

776197

*For commercial use only. Offer subject to credit 
qualifi cation and approval by CNH Industrial Capital 
Canada Ltd. See your New Holland dealer for details and 
eligibility requirements. CNH Industrial Capital Canada 

Ltd. standard terms and conditions will apply. Depending on model, a down payment may 
be required. Offer good through June 30, 2016, at participating New Holland dealers in 
Canada. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or 
attachments not included in price. © 2016 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. All rights 
reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in the United States and many 
other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affi liates. 
CNH Industrial Capital is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned 
by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affi liates.
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