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EQUIPMENT SAVINGS!

By MIkE LAMB
af contributor / pincher creek

C all it the animal king-
dom’s version of ‘Meals on 
Wheels.’

only in this case, the mode of 
transportation is helicopters and 
the menu consists of roadkill car-
casses being airlifted to the den-
ning areas of grizzly bears high in 
the southern alberta rockies.

collected by highway main-
tenance crews, and held in cold 
storage by the alberta fish and 
Wildlife branch, the partially fro-
zen bodies are dropped along the 
eastern Slope between the Mon-
tana border and crowsnest pass. 
biologists and ranchers alike hope 
these bears will feed on the hand-
outs and ignore calving operations 
just a few kilometres downhill.

the program, known as ‘the 
drop,’ was conceived in 1997 by 
now-retired provincial biologist 
richard Quinlan, who wanted to 
combat declining grizzly numbers, 
believed to be partly due to fed-up 
ranchers adopting a “shoot, shovel 
and shut-up” approach to solving 
their predation problem.

“there was a lot of guesswork 
and unknown territory back then,” 
said Quinlan. “We didn’t start out 
being super scientific. heck, we 
didn’t even have much informa-
tion on denning locations. So 
we just decided to drop the car-
casses in positions above calving 
grounds, along ridges and drain-
ages bears normally use on the 
way to their spring range… and 
the intercept program (as it’s now 
known) was born.”

one of the main objectives was 
to keep locations so remote people 
wouldn’t stumble into them.

“i may have been the first person 
to say ‘Let’s do it,’” says Quinlan, 
“but it was my technician Wayne 

norstrom who really got the pro-
ject rolling. he was the one who 
lined up helicopters and lobbied 
key ranchers and highways’ guys, 
convincing them it was a good 
idea. he was out there plead-
ing for support, and persuading 
them to store dead animals in 
their gravel pits and deliver them 
come spring.”

the first few drops were simple, 
said Quinlan.

“We basically just went in and 
out with very little work on the 
ground. the first trail camera 
wasn’t used until the spring of 
2000 and only as an initial step to 
verify the project’s success.”

today, there are 15 drop zones 
and a dozen of those have been 
rigged with an array of trail cams 
and hair snares that will help biol-
ogists identify individual bears, 
their health and genetics as part 
of a much larger study.

the project has become some-
what secretive, as provincial 
officials don’t want the public to 
get close, including any ranch-
ers who blame a “wildlife welfare 
program” for artificially boost-
ing grizzly populations and are 

Ranchers blame ursine 
version of ‘Meals on Wheels’ 
for rise in grizzly predation

A helicopter slings a load of roadkill elk and deer into the mountain region west of Pincher Creek for bears 
coming out of hibernation.  Photo: Mike LaMb

Program designed to keep hungry bears 
away from newborn calves may have 
made predator problem worse

SEE BEARS } page 6

“We’re seeing grizzlies, 

and I mean lots of 

grizzlies, where we’ve 

never, ever seen 

grizzlies.”

cLarence cyr
Pincher creek rancher



By Pat archer
chair, joint utility safety team

Since 2010, there have 
been five farm fatalities 
in alberta as a result of 

farmers moving equipment 
into energized power lines. 
most farm power line inci-
dents occur during the busy 
spring seeding and fall har-
vest seasons. as such, alber-
ta’s joint utility safety team 
(just) wants to remind farm-
ers to exercise extra caution 
during the hectic spring seed-
ing season.

allan Kurtz, a third-genera-
tion farmer, has an important 
message for other farmers 
following his on-the-job inci-
dent. 

“Before my accident, i was 
always careful around electric-
ity — but i didn’t know power 
could jump. my accident was a 
wake-up call,” says Kurtz, who 
lost both legs as a result of his 
incident. 

in preparing to move a grain 
bin, Kurtz believed he was tak-
ing the right precautions by 
measuring what he thought 
was a safe distance between 
the bin and an overhead power 
line before proceeding. how-
ever, once on top of the bin, 
a blinding flash of electricity 
arced from the line to Kurtz’s 
metal tape measure, send-
ing 14,000 volts of electricity 
coursing through his body.

farming in alberta is exempt 
from occupational health & 
safety legislation, so farmers 
are less likely to have taken 
power line safety training 
than workers in other indus-
tries. also, given that at certain 
times of the year farmers are 
faced with many competing 
priorities around the farm and 
home, power line safety may 
not be top of mind. 

Equipment size doubled
Kurtz believes many farmers 
simply don’t understand all 
the risks, just as he didn’t. 
for example, the size of farm 
equipment such as seeders 
and sprayers has doubled 
since the 1950s, while the 
height of power lines has 
remained the same. Because 
of the increased size of farm 
equipment, farmers should 
consider  both the width 

and the height of  equip-
ment during field use and 
when moving or transport-
ing equipment. they should 
also be aware that  some 
lines can be as low as 3.7 
metres, and severe weather 
can cause power lines to sag 
even lower.

a number of safety precau-
tions can help farmers avoid 
contact with a power line. 
“Plan aheaD” and “always 
ask yourself, Where’s the 
line?” are the guiding prin-
ciples. this includes having 
your local electrical util-
ity determine the height of 
equipment and all  power 
lines on a farm, field and 
travel routes, so there is no 
guesswork involved.

equipment should always 
be lowered prior to mov-
ing it, and when folding or 
unfolding wings or exten-
sions, always allow seven 
metres of clearance between 
equipment and power lines. 
transport ing equipment 
4.15 metres or higher down 
any public road or high-
way requires a permit from 
alberta infrastructure and 
transportation. if  equip-
ment or load is 5.3 metres or 
higher, your local electrical 
utility must be contacted at 
least seven days in advance. 
for more information con-
tact: (403) 514-2995.

parcher@enmax.com 

Deadly power  
line arcing closer 
than you think
Producers need to remember that you don’t  
need to touch lines to get a shock

“Before my accident, 

I was always careful 

around electricity 

— but I didn’t know 

power could jump.”

AllAn Kurtz
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Of  course, roosters crow with 
the dawn. But are they sim-
ply reacting to the environ-

ment, or do they really know what 
time of d  ay it is? 

researchers reporting in a recent 
Current Biology issue have evidence 
that puts the clock in “cock-a-doo-
dle-doo.”

“‘cock-a-doodle-doo’ symbolizes 
the break of dawn in many coun-
tries,” says takashi yoshimura of 
nagoya university in japan. “But 
it wasn’t clear whether crowing 
is under the control of a biologi-
cal clock or is simply a response to 
external stimuli.”

that’s because other things — a 
car’s headlights, for instance — will 
set a rooster off, too, at any time of 

day. to find out whether the roost-
ers’ crowing is driven by an internal 
biological clock, yoshimura and 
his colleague tsuyoshi shimmura 
placed birds under constant light 
conditions and turned on record-
ers to listen and watch.

under round-the-clock dim light-
ing, the roosters kept right on crow-
ing each morning just before dawn, 
proof that the behaviour is entrained 
to a circadian rhythm. the roosters’ 
reactions to external events also var-
ied over the course of the day.

in other words, pre-dawn crowing 
and the crowing that roosters do in 
response to other cues both depend 
on a circadian clock.

the findings are just the start of 
the team’s efforts to unravel the 
roosters’ innate vocalizations, which 
aren’t learned like songbird songs or 
human speech, the researchers say.

Putting the clock in  
the cock-a-doodle-do
Roosters really do know what time of day it is

Of course, roosters crow with the dawn. But are they simply reacting to 
the environment, or do they really know what time of day it is? 
photo: thInkstock

Tractors are a lot higher than they used to be, but power lines aren’t.
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By Victoria Paterson
af staff / calgary

I nternal reviews and improv-
ing communication with the 
provincially inspected meat 

slaughter facilities are two of the 
recommendations in a recently 
released report on the alberta 
Meat Inspection Branch. 

“I think probably one significant 
issue that stood out was the lack 
of what industry saw as common 
treatment,” said george cuff, who 
was hired last year by alberta agri-
culture to conduct a review of the 
branch.

Industry officials also said they 
weren’t adequately consulted and 
there was a lack of communication 
between the regulator and indus-
try about policies and procedures. 
they also complained that inspec-
tion practices weren’t consistent 
between inspectors.

cuff makes 24 recommenda-
tions in his report, including one 
that urges the department to 
review its internal processes and 
clarify its rationale for conduct-
ing inspections. He also recom-
mended harmonizing inspection 
activities and codes with alberta 
Health and Wellness, which looks 
after meat shops with no kill floor 
and that the industry speak with 
a single “voice” when stating its 
concerns.

“I would be surprised if it wasn’t 
implemented almost in its total-
ity,” said cuff of his report. “I think 
overall the system works. I thought 
overall, the people in it we met and 
interviewed were for the most part 
quite keen to do the right thing 
and you don’t always find that in 
organizations.”

the head of the Meat Inspection 
Branch said there weren’t any big 
surprises in the issues raised by 
industry.

“It’s got to do with basically a 
regulated industry being con-
cerned that they’re on the same 
page as the government that’s 
regulating them,” said Jake Koto-
wich, adding his staff will be mak-
ing internal adjustments recom-
mended in the report.

“What we’re looking at doing is 
really scrutinizing our processes 
and asking ourselves the tough 
questions about streamlining,” 
he said.

In general, industry complaints 
were more about communication 
than the regulations themselves, 
and the criticism was fair, he said.

“In the past, we haven’t done 
as good a job as we could,” said 
Kotowich. “We need to have bet-
ter mechanisms for communicat-
ing and truly getting down to the 
nitty-gritty of the policy issues.”

the goal is to streamline pro-
cesses without lowering food 
safety standards, he said.

He said his department has 
been talking to alberta Health 
and Wellness about operational 
and regulatory harmonization of 
their inspections. the report said 
industry members expressed frus-
tration at the different standards 
applied when one has a meat shop 
and a kill floor versus just a meat 
shop.

reaction from stakeholders 
to the report and actions taken 

already has been positive, Koto-
wich said.

Bettina schmucki, owner and 
operator of yB Quality Meats 
near red Deer, said she’s pleased 
with the report, adding the big-
gest issue was communication 
between plants and inspectors.

“I ’ve seen improvements 
already in the meat inspection 
branch in the last few months,” 
she said.

Perry Deering, of Deerview 
Meats near Medicine Hat, said 
he’s also participated in confer-
ence calls since the report was 
finished. He thought the move 
was positive.

“the door’s open,” Deering 
said.

the report is available on 
alberta agriculture’s website.

victoria.paterson@fbcpublishing.com

Province releases consultant’s 
report on Meat Inspection Branch
Industry praises report by George Cuff and the response by provincial officials to their concerns

Report recommends harmonizing inspection activities and codes with Alberta Health and Wellness, which looks 
after meat shops with no kill floor. PHOTO: THinkSTOCk



By will verBoven
AlbertA FArmer  |  editor

T he recent federal government 
announcement that it would be 
making some changes to the tempo-

rary Foreign Worker Program (tFWP) has 
caused some anxiety in the intensive agri-
culture sectors in Alberta. it would seem 
that whenever a government program is 
working well and there is an announce-
ment of changes, one senses that they 
may not help matters and probably make 
the program worse. When those changes 
are made to address a political issue and 
seemingly being done in haste, one won-
ders who will be caught in the crossfire. i 
suspect agriculture may end up paying for 
the sins of others.

No one supports a program that encour-
ages abuse that actually displaces Canadian 
workers. but the answer isn’t to tighten up 
the process for every sector. to date it looks 
like the shotgun approach will be taken by 
program managers. rather than accept-
ing the tested reality that most Canadians 
won’t do farm labour, it would seem that 
operators may have to go to extraordinary 
lengths to prove the obvious once again.

that’s discouraging for operators who 
have better things to do with their time. but 
then foreign workers are nothing new to 
the ag industry. History does tend to repeat 
itself in this matter, but perhaps there is 
a message in that repetition which should 
be obvious.

First, some historical context. Foreign-
ers, immigrants and specific groups work-
ing in ag operations is nothing new and 
it goes back to the beginnings of farming 
and ranching in Alberta. What has changed 
over that time are the players and groups 
involved, who in many cases progressed 
from being just farm workers to managers 

and owners of those operations. in many 
cases that evolution is the success story of 
human determination and family dreams. 
one does wonder if that story will continue 
under present agricultural economic con-
ditions, which have such high financial 
hurdles to overcome. but if history is any 
lesson, where there is a will, there is sure 
to be a way.

the ranching industry started out being 
british- or eastern Canada-owned and run 
with American cowboys. Within 50 years it 
was essentially locally owned and operated 
by Canadians. in another sector, irrigation 
development in the south brought crops 
that required considerable “stoop labour” 
as it was called back then. in the early 1900s 
mormon immigrants brought in commer-
cial-scale sugar beet growing and process-
ing. that created a huge demand for sea-
sonal farm labour, much of it provided by 
the settlers themselves and contract labour 
from native reserves. that labour source 
was later supplanted by Hutterite colonies, 
depression-era make-work programs, and 
PoWs and Japanese/Canadian detainees 
during the Second World War. the next 
group to provide cheap labour was dutch 
immigrants in the 1950s. interestingly a 
number of those groups now own and pro-
duce much of the agricultural production 
of southern Alberta.

Labour competition
today much of the old “stoop labour” has 
been displaced by high-tech machinery. 
the exception is the greenhouse industry 
where considerable hand labour is still 
required. it’s in that industry that the tFWP 
has had considerable impact. Growers are 
sensitive to the issue of foreign workers 
in their operations, but in Alberta it boils 
down to two realities — wages and con-
tinuity. With the most robust economy in 
the country and very low unemployment, 

finding workers is a nightmare for inten-
sive ag operations. With wages averaging in 
the $40-per-hour range for many energy-
related jobs, agriculture can’t compete. but 
the bigger problem always is continuity — 
the fact is local workers won’t stay long on 
the job, and in industries that produce per-
ishable food products, that’s a disaster. the 
solution for so many operations has been 
the tFWP. it has brought some stability to 
the greenhouse industry and other inten-
sive operations and processors.

the concern is that any changes to tFWP 
to address abuse issues may have a per-
verse effect on production stability, partic-
ularly in agriculture. if operators will have 
to go to additional lengths to hire locally or 
from distant parts of Canada, it’s a head-
ache they don’t need. they have “been 
down that road before” and it doesn’t work. 
Sure there are unemployed folks in east-
ern Canada that could do ag labour jobs in 
Alberta. but history has shown they don’t 
last long and perpetuate that old saw about 
“one crew being hired, one crew working 
and one crew quitting.”

one hopes that wiser heads running 
tFWP will prevail and agriculture will be 
separated, and no more undue red tape 
requirements will be placed on ag opera-
tors wanting to use foreign workers. one 
would hope that program managers would 
actually make using the program easier 
for agriculture. Growers have stated that 
many of their foreign workers are amaz-
ingly loyal, dedicated and hard working 
and all they want is a chance to stay in this 
country, raise their families and contribute 
to society and the economy. that would be 
the same hopes and dreams that the groups 
preceding them had the opportunity to do. 
i would suggest that process worked very 
well for most of those groups in the past, 
and it will work for these foreign agriculture 
workers today and in the future.

Temporary worker program 
has worked well for agriculture
History shows that foreign workers have always  
improved the agricultural economy
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A recent decision by the Canadian 
dairy Commission (CdC) to create 
a new classification for mozzarella 

cheese might open the way to further 
loosen iron-clad tariffs against speciality 
cheese imports. the CdC decision creates 
a new class and price structure for mozza-
rella used by pizza makers. the idea is that 
this will see lower prices for restaurants 
and see the market for this cheese expand 
to the benefit of everyone including dairy 
producers — at least that’s the hope. there 
is more to the story of course.

the CdC decision is supported by the 
Canadian restaurant and Foodservices 
Association (CrFA). that’s important 
because this group has for many years 
been waging a holy war against dairy sup-
ply management (Sm). their interests were 
purely mercenary — lower cheese prices 
for their members and cited cheaper prices 
in the cheese market in the U.S. which 
wasn’t controlled by Sm. the relentless 

CrFA lobby against Sm over the years has 
become uncomfortable for the dairy indus-
try, particularly as Sm has come under 
scrutiny in connection to trade agreement 
discussions. rumours of the feds giving 
up Sm at the negotiating table continue to 
circulate and damaging allegations by Sm 
foes like CrFA don’t help the dairy indus-
try’s position. 

it would seem that political realities may 
have caused the dairy Farmers of Canada 
(dFC) to moderate its rigid Sm position. 
What this decision seems to have done is 
caused the CFrA to pull back its vocifer-
ous anti-Sm lobby and made the dFC look 
more reasonable, a political perception it 
surely needed.

the dFC should continue this type of 
approach by softening its high tariffs posi-
tion on imports of speciality cheeses in 
general. it would serve them well with 
public opinion and in the media arena, 
and with politicians of every stripe that are 

not friends of Sm. High tariffs are generally 
used to keep out imported products that 
can displace the same but more expen-
sive domestically produced products. but 
that’s gone awry with cheese imports and it 
annoys the cheese-consuming public and 
urban media. the fact is speciality cheeses 
produced in specific regions in the world 
cannot be reproduced identically in Can-
ada. Yes they can come very close, but the 
subtle nature of local yeasts and enzymes 
and their impact on cheese flavour and tex-
ture are very site specific.

dairy producers would do well to derail 
the political and media onslaught against 
Sm by taking a proactive approach to miti-
gating tariffs on speciality cheese imports. 
it would be one less hammer opponents 
have in attacking supply management. the 
mozzarella decision is a good start, but the 
process needs to continue. As the saying 
goes — better to have part of the cake than 
no cake at all.

Cheese decision helps 
supply management
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BY J.K. DAUN 

I t was about three dozen years ago 
that my friends and colleagues at 
the then Rapeseed Association of 

Canada invited me over to discuss the 
specifications and definition for a new 
crop. When I arrived, Al Earl, the execu-
tive director of the association, told me 
that the board had decided to name 
the new double-zero-type of rapeseed 
“canola.” The name, he said, does not 
have a specific meaning other than 
the “can” in the name to designate it 
as Canadian in origin. The “ola” simply 
was a tag, like in mazola, or cola. 

It should be noted that the Wiki-
pedia article on canola says that the 
“ola” means, “oil low acid” but this is 
mistaken. While the oil is “low acid,” 
canola is defined as being low in both 
erucic acid and especially glucosino-
lates; the latter is not recognized in 
the “low acid” definition. 

The rapeseed association chose the 
name and then carried out a search for 
other commodities that had the same 
name. Sure enough, one turned up. 

It was a Canon Canola Calculator. 
But the association decided that it was 
unlikely that there would be a confu-
sion between this electronic calcula-
tor and a new oilseed. 

I was reminded of this story on a 
recent visit to the Home Hardware 
museum in St.  Jacob’s,  Ontario. 
Amongst all the other electronic his-
torical items on display was a Canon 
Canola Calculator. 

Association officials moved quickly 
to obtain a registered trademark for its 
new oilseed product. They had learned 
the hard way how important this was 
when the decision was made to give 
the generic name “canbra” (Canadian 
Brassica) to the low erucic rapeseed 
oil developed in the early 1970s. 

This became a problem when one 
of the Canadian processors changed 
their name to Canbra Foods. Some of 
the older literature still refers to can-
bra oil. 

I was asked to look at the first draft 
of the trademark and I quickly became 
aware that the plant breeding had 
outstripped the chemistry, especially 
with respect to glucosinolates. 

It took some time and several itera-
tions to arrive at the canola definition 
as it stands today. But that is another 
story. The decision to seek trademark 
protection was probably a good one as 
the name became well accepted. 

By the end of the 1980s, the Canola 
Council of Canada was able to remove 
the trademark as the commodity had 
come into general usage, including 
acceptance under ISO nomenclature. 

Before seeing the Canon Canola 
Calculator in St. Jacob’s, I believe the 
last one I had seen was in the Canola 
Council of Canada’s office. Yes, they 
bought one just to see it. 

J.K. Daun, now retired, is recognized around 
the world as an expert in the composition and 
quality issues related to canola, rapeseed, 
flaxseed and other oilseed crops grown in 
Canada. Daun’s contributions to the canola 
industry began shortly after he started with 
Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) in 
1975. He helped create the official definition 
of canola by establishing specifications 
for glucosinolates and erucic acid and the 
method of glucosinolate measurement. He 
was made an honorary member of the Canola 
Council of Canada in 2012.

BY LAURA RANCE
EDITOR MANITOBA CO-OPERATOR

R esearchers have discovered an envi-
ronmentally sustainable instrument 
that could increase world food pro-

duction by 30 per cent, but they’ve been hav-
ing a tough time getting it commercialized. 

Is it a plant with a novel trait, or a new her-
bicide perhaps, bogged down by excessive 
regulations or those silly activists? Or maybe 
it’s a new type of implement — like a biofuel-
powered tractor? 

Nope. According to the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development, the secret to 
boosting world food production is rural 
women. 

When given access to the same resources 
as men in IFAD-supported projects, women 
farmers achieve a 30 per cent premium on 
productivity over their male counterparts. 
They do business better and look after the 
environment too.

The problem, IFAD president Kanayo 
Nwanze told a seminar in Winnipeg last 
month, is that even though women produce 
most of the food consumed in developing 
countries, they get no respect. They suffer 
from poor access to credit, education and 
markets.

And so does small-scale farming. In fact, 
until recently, the attitude in development 
circles was to get those small farmers out of 
the way so that large-scale commercial farm-
ing could take over. 

But there is nothing to be gained, in fact 
much to lose, from pushing people off the 
land where they are marginally fed to the cit-
ies if there is nothing for them to eat or to do. 

“Unless these people can feed themselves, 
take care of themselves, there is no future. 
Their kids are being thrown into the streets 
in Northern Africa and now a lot of them are 
joining extremist groups,” said Kevin Cleaver, 
IFAD’s associate vice-president. 

A more successful face
IFAD, a unique UN partnership of 172 mem-
bers from the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), the Organiza-
tion for Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment (OECD) and many developing coun-
tries is aiming to put a more successful face 
on Third World farming.

IFAD’s approach is about making small 
farms commercial and attractive enough that 
young people are drawn back to the land. “The 
farmer in Africa is portrayed as a woman with 
a baby on her back and a hoe in her hand,” 
Nwanze told the seminar. “Who is attracted to 
that kind of image? Farming is attractive when 
it is a money-making business.”

Redefining the image of farming in poor 
countries isn’t about displacing that woman 
with the baby on her back; it’s about making 
her more productive and profitable.

“At IFAD, we believe that smallholders hold 
the key to ensuring global food security,” he 
says, noting the world’s 500 million small-
holder farmers — most producing on two 
hectares or less — already produce 80 per 
cent of the the food consumed in develop-
ing countries.

These small farms provide other services 
too. They create jobs. They keep kids in 
school, and improve family nutrition.

IFAD, which is quite possibly the most 
effective international development agency 
you’ve never heard of, purposely works 

under the radar through partnerships and 
co-financing arrangements with local gov-
ernments, communities and the private 
sector. Its whole goal is to empower local 
populations through capacity building and 
entrepreneurship, rather than sweeping to 
the rescue with aid. Canada is one of its big-
gest supporters, contributing $377 million 
since it was founded in 1977. 

Nwanze said converting subsistence farm-
ers into small-scale commercial farmers can 
be done with incremental changes in produc-
tion tools and inputs. “I don’t think it is so 
much the size of the farm that determines the 
profitability or sustainability, it’s a question 
of to what extent that inputs are accessible 
and markets are accessible,” Nwanze said.

While not opposed to new technologies, 
Nwanze said developments such as geneti-
cally modified crops are not a solution for 
most of the 50 million people IFAD assists. It 
is about developing human capacity through 
improved access to financial services, mar-
keting or machinery co-operatives, and help-
ing farmers develop value chains. 

Here’s an interesting concept: those value 
chains start with the consumer and work 
back to the farm. 

More than anything, it is about local own-
ership and control. “Development is an 
intrinsic process. A plant can only make use 
of the energy of the sunlight if its roots are 
firmly anchored in its own soil,” Nwanze said. 

“IFAD’s role is to see how we can help them 
to better organize themselves to increase pro-
ductivity, to produce more, feed their fami-
lies, have enough to sell on the market, make 
some money to improve their lives,” he said.

laura@fbcpublishing.com

SMALLHOLDER FARMERS —
a powerful engine for growth
A UN organization’s approach is about making small farms commercial and 
attractive enough that young people are drawn back to the land

Canola was a “calculated” risk
The name of Canada’s premier oilseed was once owned by another

Women produce most of the food 
consumed in developing countries, 
but suffer from poor access to credit, 
education and markets.
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bears } from page 1

Nominations are now open for 2014
Deadline: October 25, 2013

See our website for details: 
www.oyfalberta.com or phone: 403-224-2077

Congratulations to Michael Kalisvaart 
of Gibbons, Alberta - 2013 Outstanding 

Young Farmer for the Alberta/NWT Region

L-R Michael Kalisvaart, Karen Hunter (ATB Financial)
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tempted to correct the perceived 
imbalance with a rifle.

Sightings of the bears, the prov-
ince acknowledges, are rising with 
some observed well out on the 
prairie, where they wreak havoc 
with grain bins and beehives. (A 
current study using barbed wire to 
snag bear hair on natural ‘rubbing 
surfaces’ and DNA testing is trying 
to determine how many grizzlies 
now spend time on low-elevation 
ranchlands.)

“We’re seeing grizzlies, and I 
mean lots of grizzlies, where we’ve 
never, ever seen grizzlies,” says 
Pincher Creek rancher Clarence 
Cyr, who has recent photos of the 
bears in his corral.

“For sure feeding them is 
increasing their numbers. When 
these grizzlies come out in spring, 
they’re immediately treated to a 
huge protein diet. It’s a feast, a real 
feast, and it’s bound to boost sur-
vival, reproduction and displace-
ment of other bears.”

Last year, the area along the 
Eastern Slope-prairie interface 
was declared “a hot zone for 
grizzly encounters” by univer-
sity researchers. The 10-year-
long University of Calgary study 

documented 303 grizzly-human 
encounters (where a grizzly 
approached people or posed a 
threat). Amazingly, the vast major-
ity of encounters weren’t in the 
mountainous backcountry, but 
on private ranchland.

Quinlan says he’s not sur-
prised by the growing concern 
over increased grizzly numbers 
and range expansion, but sug-
gests that’s due to several factors 
including strict grizzly protec-
tion, lots of satellite surveillance 
on collared bears, harsh penal-
ties for poachers, and a willing-
ness among a new generation of 
ranchers to try and coexist with 
the big bears. Heavy recreational 
use, including off-road activities 
and random camping in the forest 
reserve, also seems to be pushing 
reclusive grizzlies into the quieter 
countryside.

“There will always be some peo-
ple opposed to intercept feeding 
— ranchers who just don’t like 
to see government money being 
spent on things like this,” Quinlan 
says. “The increase in grizzlies and 
increase in concern is a complex 
issue.”

Mike Lamb is a freelance writer based 
in Burmis, Alberta.

The area along the Eastern Slope-prairie interface has been designated a 
“hot zone for grizzly encounters.” photo: thinkstock

DaviD bolDuc 
new beef breeDs 
council presiDent

The Canadian Beef Breeds Council has elected David Bolduc as 
president for 2013-14. David and his brother Dyce along with 
their two families operate Cudlobe Angus near Stavely. The 
families run 500 mother cows in southern Alberta and have 
an annual bull sale. The family has exported cattle to many 
places around the world including Argentina in the ’70s and the 
Queen Mother’s herd in the ’80s. David is also the current past 
president of the Canadian Angus Association.  photo: caa

staff

P rairie farmers can expect to see an enhanced 
selection of online weather and agronomic 
tools from WeatherFarm.com, following 

the recent transfer of the program to new owners.
The network has been purchased from the 

Canadian Wheat Board (CWB) through a new 
partnership between Glacier Media and agri-
cultural meteorology firm Weather INnovations 
Inc., in the form of a new company called Weather 
INnovations (WIN) Consulting LP.

WeatherFarm.com provides near-real-time 
local weather conditions for more than 800 loca-
tions from Manitoba to British Columbia. These 
detailed site-specific reports are meant to give 
growers immediate information needed to make 
on-the-fly decisions on operations such as seed-
ing, spraying and harvesting.

The data collected from the network of wire-
less stations also drives an array of weather-based 
agronomic models, which can warn farmers in 
advance of the risk of crop diseases such as fusar-
ium or sclerotinia, or insects such as wheat midge.

“Our goals in developing WIN Consulting LP 
and acquiring the WeatherFarm.com service 

are to enhance the monitoring capabilities and 
complement it with our other services already 
offered in Western Canada,” WIN president Ian 
Nichols said in a release.

WIN now operates several networks of weather 
and environmental monitoring stations across 
Canada, which provide data to growers, govern-
ments, academic researchers and crop insurance 
corporations.

The company also develops and maintains 
crop-specific weather advisory websites, includ-
ing WeatherCentral.ca for grain growers in 
Ontario, MBpotatoes.ca for Manitoba potato 
farmers and sites for tomato, grape, tender fruit 
and sugar beet growers in Eastern Canada and 
Europe.

Weather information from the WeatherFarm.
com network is already carried on Glacier 
Media’s agricultural websites, including those 
of the Western Producer, Canadian Cattlemen, 
Grainews, the Manitoba Co-operator, Country 
Guide and Alberta Farmer Express.

“We know how important local weather 
information is to farmers, and this partnership 
ensures that we will be able to grow those ser-
vices,” said Bob Willcox, president of the Glacier 
Agriculture group in Winnipeg.

WeatherFarm aims 
to boost service under 
new ownership
Real-time temperature from more than 800 stations  
available on Alberta Farmer’s website
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By Stuart McMillan
WeatherFarm crops/Weather analyst

H igh quality continues to 
give canadian durum 
wheat an advantage in 

morocco, but it has tough com-
petition for other types of wheat, 
says a senior moroccan grain 
trade official.

mr. abdellatif Izem, director of 
national Federation of millers of 
morocco, was in Winnipeg last 
month as part of a north african 
group attending a durum-milling 
program at the canadian Inter-
national Grains Institute (cigi).

 “high quality is critical for the 
moroccan market, which is why 
morocco generally buys cana-
dian,” Izem said.

 In morocco, most durum is 
used for couscous, rather than 
pasta, its main use in europe and 
north america.

 “moroccan consumers buy 
couscous with colour in mind, 
and couscous made from cana-
dian durum gives a bright-yellow 
colour,” Izem said.

he said the country imports 
about 600,000 tonnes of durum 
per year, and in most years 
morocco is one of the top three 
importers of canadian durum.

For other classes of wheat, 
morocco is generally seen as 
a price-sensitive market, Izem 
said. canadian wheat must 
compete with origins from the 
U.s. as well as the Black sea and 
eU, which have a significant 

freight advantage. It is also more 
economical for eU suppliers to 
provide smaller container vol-
umes which are favoured by the 
smaller mills.

morocco’s per capita wheat 
consumption, at 258 kg per year, 
is one of the world’s highest, and 
it imports an average of about 
two million tonnes per year. Its 
own production is highly vari-
able, depending on rainfall. It 
produced an average of 4.5 mil-
lion tonnes over the past 10 years, 

but under good conditions com-
bined wheat and durum produc-
tion can reach 6.5 million tonnes.

their current crop is growing 
under favourable conditions. 
an april 16 assessment from 
the UsDa said “crop prospects 
remain excellent in morocco, 
where timely rainfall and lack 
of temperature extremes have 
favoured the development of 
wheat and barley, which is now 
approaching or in the filling 
stage.”

Continuing relationships
While the bumper crop will 
undoubtedly reduce import 
demand in the current year, 
long-term relationships are 
critical to ongoing canadian 
sales, say cigi officials, who are 
working to maintain customer 
relationships following changes 
to the canadian Wheat Board 
monopoly last year.

“you can’t sit on your laurels 
and expect customers to come 
to you. you must maintain on-

going relationships,” said busi-
ness development manager rick 
morgan.

cigi had a new-crop mission 
to morocco in January of this 
year as well as the week-long 
program for 19 north afri-
can mill ing and processing 
customers in Winnipeg this  
month.

morgan said that the program 
with north african users would 
continue on an annual or bian-
nual basis.

Bright colour boosts durum sales
Cigi maintaining relationships with buyers post-CWB monopoly

Couscous is a staple dish in North Africa, made from durum semolina and served as a base for meat and vegetables. photo: thinkstock
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BY ALLAN DAWSON
STAFF

T he maximum revenue Can-
ada’s two main railways can 
earn from shipping Prairie 

grain next crop year will fall by 1.8 
per cent.

That could potentially save grain 
farmers millions on their 2013-14 
freight bills, but on average only 
knock half a buck off a tonne. And 
it doesn’t come close to offsetting 
the record 9.5 per cent increase that 
came into effect this crop year.

The Canadian Transportation 
Agency announced the 1.8 per cent 
reduction in its Volume-Related 
Composite Price Index, which it uses 
along with other factors to deter-
mine the railways’ revenue caps. 
The index reflects a composite of 
the forecasted prices for labour, fuel, 
material and capital purchases. The 
drop in the coming year is mainly 
due to lower-than-forecast diesel 
fuel prices, the agency said.

Predicting precisely how much 
farmers will save is almost impos-
sible as the revenue cap changes 
every year to reflect the number 
of tonnes of grain shipped and the 
distance they are hauled. As well, the 
railways might not collect all the rev-
enue they are entitled to — although 
most years they’re just under or over 
the cap. If they go over the cap, the 
railways must remit the difference, 
plus a five per cent penalty, to the 
Western Grains Research Founda-
tion.

Based on 2011-12 grain movement 
and tonnage, a 1.8 per cent reduction 
would cut the $1-billion total cap for 
the two railways by $19.2 million, or 
about 57 cents a tonne.

Based on last year’s cap, the aver-
age per-tonne cost for shipping grain 
was $31.37. What farmers in fact paid 
varied, depending on where they 
delivered their grain and the deals 
they struck with grain buyers.

Many farm groups have long 
argued for a federal government 
review of what it costs the railways to 
ship grain to see if they have passed 
on the savings from having fewer, 
more efficient elevators on fewer 
branch lines.

When grain freight rates were 
deregulated in the mid-1990s farm-
ers expected to share in the savings 
from a more efficient grain handling 
and transportation system, which for 
many added to their costs because of 
longer trucking distances.

The current revenue cap formula 
is adjusted to reflect higher railway 
costs for fuel and labour but not 
improved rail efficiency.

The federal government intro-
duced the cap in 2000 so the railways 
could set their own freight rates, 
while protecting farmers from being 
gouged. The railways said competi-
tion would keep revenues well under 
the cap, although that hasn’t hap-
pened most years.

Meanwhile, farmers and other 
rail shippers are waiting for Ottawa 
to pass legislation aimed at improv-
ing rail service. Bill C-52 is supposed 
to compel the railways to reach ser-
vice level agreements with shippers 
making it easier to resolve service 
complaints.

In March, shippers complained 
rail service was the worst it has been 
in three years.

allan@fbcpublishing.com

Rail rates set to fall, but by less 
than previous increase
Diesel fuel costs are lower than expected, but the decrease will 
likely only save farmers about half a loonie per tonne

Rates will be down 1.8 per cent next year, but they were up 9.5 per cent this year. 
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AFSC’s Revolving Loan Program
Take the driver’s seat with flexibility and control.

www.AFSC.ca
1-877-899-AFSC (2372)

•	 Quick	access	to	financing	that	meets	short	and	medium	term	needs
•	 Competitive	base	rates	with	fixed	term	options	of	1,	2	or	3	years
•	 Option	to	renew	at	expiry

Take	the	wheel.

Take	care	of		business.Send agriculture-related meeting 
and event announcements to: 
will.verboven@fbcpublishing.com

May 25: PRLA Pasture Lambing, 
Fairview College 9:30 am, Fairview. 
Call: 780-864-3057

May 28/29: Alberta Milk Next 
Generation Forum, Sheraton Capri, 
Red Deer. Call: Karlee 780-577-
3305

June 13: Alta Sheep Breeders 
Association Barn Burner, Cow 
Palace 7:30 am, Olds. Call: Rod 
403-843-3032

June 18: Beef Symposium, Banff 
Park Lodge 8:30 am, Banff. Email 
trevor.alexander@agr.gc.ca

June 19/22: 2013 International 
Clubroot Workshop, Delta South 
Hotel, Edmonton. Call: Clint 306-
821-2935

June 20: All Crops Tour, Lethbridge 
Research Centre, Lethbridge. Call: 
ACPC 800-551-6652

June 20: UCVM Beef Conference 
2013, Coast Plaza Hotel, Calgary. 
Call: Brenda 403-210-7309

June 26: CTF & Precision Ag Field 
Day, Durango Farms 1:00 pm, 
Lacombe. Call: ACPC 800-551-6652

July 10: 2013 International Livestock 
Congress, Deerfoot Inn, Calgary. 
Call: Chantelle 403-686-8407

July 19/20: 2013 World Plowing 
Championship, Olds College, Olds. 
Call: Kerry 403-556-4762

WHAT’S UP

BY ALLAN DAWSON
 STAFF

G lyphosate-resistant weeds are a big problem in the 
United States and getting worse, according to sur-
veys conducted by Stratus Agri-Marketing Inc. the 

last three years.
“Those completing the online survey in 2012 report that 

almost one out of every four acres is now infested with 
glyphosate-resistant weeds,” Stratus Agri-Marketing vice-
president Kent Fraser said in an email. “That represents 
61.2 million acres of cropland, almost double what it was 
in 2010.”

More farms have at least two resistant species in their 
fields, Fraser said. In 2010 just 12 per cent of farms reported 
that, but it rose to 27 per cent in 2012.

Marestail (horseweed) was the most often reported 
glyphosate-resistant weed, followed by Palmer amaranth 
(pigweed).

Another half-dozen species were tracked in the study.
Nearly half (49 per cent) of the farmers surveyed in 31 

states said they have glyphosate-resistant weeds on their 
farms.

The south has the biggest problem. Ninety-two per cent of 
Georgia farmers said they have glyphosate-resistant weeds.

But the mid-south and Midwest states are losing ground 
too. From 2011 to 2012 the acres with resistance almost 
doubled in Nebraska, Iowa and Indiana, Fraser said.

Hugh Beckie, an Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
research scientist based in Saskatoon, doesn’t think glypho-
sate-resistant weeds will get to be as bad in Western Canada 
as they are in the southern U.S.

“Because of our climate and because of our cropping sys-
tems, which are much more diverse, I don’t think we’ll ever 
see a scenario as bad as that,” he said.

In Georgia for example, some farmers are growing 
Roundup Ready cotton year after year and applying glypho-
sate to a field many times in a season.

Beckie said he’s optimistic western Canadian farmers, 
using the right techniques, can maintain glyphosate as an 
effective herbicide for a long time.

“Glyphosate really is a low-risk herbicide for selection for 
resistance,” he said. “However, when you’ve reached 30 to 40 
applications of glyphosate in a field since the 1970s then you 
could be at a moderate or high risk so we encourage growers 
to scout their fields, especially after they apply glyphosate, 
to see if there are any patches that have escaped.”

If resistant weeds are found farmers should remove them 
before they go to seed, Beckie said.

allan@fbcpublishing.com

Glyphosate weed 
resistance grows 
fast stateside 
AAFC’s Hugh Beckie is optimistic Western 
Canada can avoid the severe problems 
experienced in the southern U.S.

BY ALLAN DAWSON
STAFF

M ore than one million acres 
of Canadian farmland 
have glyphosate-resistant 

weeds, according to an online sur-
vey of 2,028 farmers conducted by 
Stratus Agri-Marketing Inc. based 
in Guelph, Ont.

The shockingly high Canadian 
numbers were met with skepti-
cism from some experts who sug-
gest farmers might be mistaking 
hard-to-kill weeds with glyphosate 
resistance. But others say the farm-
ers are probably right. 

“The farmers are pretty perceptive 
when it comes to their suspicions 
about resistance. They’re usually 
on the mark,” said Hugh Beckie, an 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
weed research scientist based in 
Saskatoon.

As resistance spreads, weed con-
trol will get a lot more expensive and 
complicated, especially for conser-
vation tillers, Beckie said.

Some weeds have natural herbi-
cide resistance. It’s believed using 
the same herbicide in a field over 
many years kills the susceptible 
weeds leaving only the resistant 
ones. 

“I think these surveys are impor-
tant because they give us research-
ers, the public and other farmers 
an awareness about glyphosate 
resistance and (remind us) to keep 
a lookout on your farm,” Beckie 
said. “If a lot of farmers are perceiv-
ing they have glyphosate resistance 
then you should be looking in your 
fields as well.”

Closer look 
The development of glyphosate-
resistant weeds is relatively new to 
Canada. The first documented case 
was giant ragweed in Ontario in 
2009 followed by Canada fleabane 
in 2011, also in Ontario.

Kochia seed collected in Alberta 
in 2011 was confirmed to be glypho-
sate resistant in 2012. Later in the 
year it was confirmed in Saskatch-
ewan.

The 401 Alberta farmers surveyed 

said they had 126,000 acres infected 
with glyphosate-resistant kochia, 
and 821 farmers surveyed in Sas-
katchewan said 502,000 acres are 
infested.

In both Ontario cases, the infes-
tations were believed to have been 
small. Nevertheless, the 407 Ontario 
farmers surveyed said they believed 
they had glyphosate-resistant weeds 
on 270,000 acres of land — most of 
them (180,000 acres) infested with 
Canada fleabane.

Nasir Shaikh, provincial weed 
specialist with Manitoba Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Initiatives 
(MAFRI), said he doubts there is 
glyphosate-resistant weeds on 
43,000 acres in Manitoba.

“I think it’s more of a farmer per-
ception,” he said in an interview.

Farmers might think a weed is 
glyphosate resistant because it sur-
vived. But there are other explana-
tions such as poor growing condi-
tions. Bigger weeds are also harder 
to kill, he said. “Unless it has been 
tested in a lab, I’m not going to buy 
those numbers,” Shaikh said.

Gary Martens, an agronomy 
instructor at the University of Mani-
toba, said the numbers don’t mesh 
with his own observations. Last year 
he flew over some Manitoba canola 
fields looking for surviving weed 
patches. “If they’re not dead, they’re 
likely resistant,” Martens said. “And 
I just found nothing.”

But Martens said the survey 
does show farmers are more con-
cerned. “But I don’t think they’ve 

changed their behaviour. They’re 
still growing Roundup Ready crops 
and they’re still spraying Roundup 
(glyphosate) more than once a 
year.”

Almost 42 per cent of the farmers 
surveyed said they were very con-
cerned about glyphosate-resistant 
weeds and another 35 per cent were 
somewhat concerned.

That’s similar to the concern 
among American farmers, where 
glyphosate-resistant weeds are an 
even bigger problem, said Kent Fra-
ser, vice-president of Stratus Agri-
Marketing. 

Alternatives 
Rotating herbicides — specifically 
their modes of action or the way 
they kill weeds, is one way to delay 
herbicide resistance, Martens said. 
Applying a tank mix of herbicides 
with two different modes of action 
is even better, he said.

That’s especially important when 
applying glyphosate before seeding 
to “burn down” weeds, Beckie said. 
Failing to do that led to the devel-
opment of glyphosate-resistant 
kochia, he said.

“Farmers were just using glypho-
sate alone at high rates and that 
quickly selected for resistance. 
They should be tank mixing another 
mode of action whenever possible 
with glyphosate and to only spray 
glyphosate when it’s really needed.”

Just because a farmer seeds a 
Roundup Ready crop, which is tol-
erant to glyphosate, doesn’t mean 
the farmer has to apply glyphosate, 
Martens said.

“If it’s not economical to do so 
we shouldn’t be spraying, even if 
we plant a Roundup Ready crop.”

University of Manitoba research 
has shown some years farmers can 
skip an in-crop herbicide applica-
tion and make as much or more 
money, Martens said. It’s possible 
through the combination of a pre-
seed glyphosate treatment and 
growing a weed-competitive crop. 
There are more weeds in the crop, 
but not enough more to reduce 
yield, he said.

allan@fbcpublishing.com

A million acres of glyphosate-
resistant weeds in Canada?
Some question whether it’s that severe, but survey 
confirms farmers are concerned

Glyphosate-resistant kochia in the 
Warner/Milk River area in 2011.  

PHOTO: AAFC

www.albertafarmexpress.ca
Read more of today’s top ag stories at



W. AustrAliA WheAt increAse
	 Wheat	output	in	Australia’s	largest	grain-producing	state	of	Western	Australia	is	set	

to	rise	16	per	cent	in	the	next	marketing	year,	boosted	by	timely	rains	and	good	soil	
moisture,	the	state’s	biggest	grain	handler	CBH	Group	said.	Colin	Tutt,	general	manager	
of	operations	at	CBH,	said	wheat	production	in	the	state	for	the	marketing	year	
beginning	in	October	will	be	approximately	eight	million	tonnes.	Western	Australia’s	
wheat	production	in	the	2012-13	season	fell	to	6.9	million	tonnes	after	dry	weather	cut	
yields.	The	state	typically	accounts	for	at	least	a	third	of	all	national	wheat	production.	
—	Reuters}G
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By Phil Franz-Warkentin

I CE Futures Canada canola contracts 
moved lower during the week ended 
May 3, with fund traders liquidating long 

positions behind much of the weakness.
Overall losses in canola came despite a 

firmer tone in the U.S. soy complex. The 
unwinding of spreads between the two 
markets was thought to be behind some 
of the relative weakness in the Canadian 
oilseed. A bounce over the week in the 
Canadian dollar, which was within a 
cent of parity by Friday, was also cutting 
into canola values.

Positioning in the lead-up to Statistics 
Canada’s stocks report was a feature 
of the trade for a while, but the data 
came and went with little overall market 
impact. Canola stocks, as of March 31, 
were pegged at 3.9 million tonnes, well 
behind last year’s level and the tightest 
for this time of year in nearly a decade. 
While stocks were a little tighter than 

many pre-report guesses, the trade was 
quickly downplaying the number and 
second-guessing the survey results. A 
common refrain from many analysts 
was that StatsCan was underestimating 
the size of last year’s crop. Conspiracy 
theories aside, the most likely explana-
tion, as to why the actual canola sup-
plies still out there may not be as tight 
as the official data, is that farmers — 
particularly in a tight year — may not 
be 100 per cent accurate in their survey 
responses. A few bins unreported here 
or there add up, and there could be 
500,000 more tonnes of canola out there 
than officially documented. Even if 
that’s the case, stocks are still tight, and 
demand rationing of old-crop canola 
ahead of the new-crop harvest should 
provide support going forward.

The overall direction in canola will 
continue to be dictated by movements 
in the U.S. futures, with Canada’s own 
supply-and-demand fundamentals a 
secondary influence.

Weather in the U.S.
In the U.S., soybeans, corn and wheat 
all moved higher during the week. 
Weather conditions remain at the 
forefront of U.S. grains and oilseeds 
markets, as farmers struggle with 
spring seeding and cold tempera-
tures damage winter wheat fields.

Yet another snowstorm caused 
more problems for some U.S. Mid-
western farmers trying to get their 
corn crops in at the start of May, but 
forecasts were starting to show some 
improvement by the weekend. Mean-
while, wheat fields were being hurt 
by freeze damage in the southern 
Plains.

The weather forecasts this spring 
could best be likened to a carrot con-
stantly being pulled farther away. 
The warmer temperatures always 
seem to be just a week out. The days 
are getting longer, and it’s looking 
like the elusive carrot will finally be 
caught.

Problem areas will inevitably per-
sist, but the bulk of the crops in both 
Canada and the U.S. will get in the 
ground (with only minor adjustments 
to what’s seeded). Over the seeding 
period, prices can be expected to 
chop around, but attention will soon 
be shifting away from the late plant-
ing to the good start the crops are get-
ting given all the moisture out there.

As always, shifting sentiment in 
the wider financial markets will 
also come to play in the grains and 
oilseeds. South American produc-
tion, Chinese demand and weather 
in other parts of the world will also 
remain in the background and be 
there to move prices around once the 
dust — or, more likely, mud — settles 
from spring planting.

Phil Franz-Warkentin writes for 
Commodity News Service Canada, a 
Winnipeg company specializing in grain 
and commodity market reporting.

Statistics Canada stocks report 
quickly digested, ignored
A common refrain from many analysts was that statsCan was  
underestimating the size of last year’s crop

eu rApeseed forecAst cut
The	European	Union’s	2013	rapeseed	harvest	will	reach	19.8	million	tonnes,	down	0.4	
million	tonnes	on	previous	estimates,	largely	because	of	deteriorating	British	crop	pros-
pects,	German	oilseeds	analysts	Oil	World	said	May	7.	The	harvest	stood	at	19.24	million	
tonnes	in	2012.
“Overall,	it	is	now	expected	that	the	total	U.K.	rapeseed	crop	will	plunge	to	only	as	
low	as	1.8	million	to	1.9	million	tonnes	compared	with	2.56	million	tonnes	last	year,”	Oil	
World	said	in	a	report.	A	sharp	rise	in	this	summer’s	EU	rapeseed	crop	had	previously	
been	expected.	

NEWS » MarkEtS 10 MAY	13,	2013		•		ALBERTAFARMEXPRESS.CA

}B
r

it
is

h
 C

r
o

p

By terryn ShiellS
COMMOdITY NEWS SErvICE CANAdA

T he western Canadian flax cash 
market seems to be coming down 
from recent highs. Fresh demand 

from China and Europe helped values 
rally recently, but the market in Europe 
has levelled off and Canadian cash prices 
seem to be following along.

Chuck Penner, president of LeftField 
Commodity research in Winnipeg, said 
he’s not sure if China will be willing “to 
chase the market much higher,” so values 
may have found their highs for now — 
but that doesn’t mean prices can’t climb 
again.

According to Prairie Ag Hotwire, spot 
bids for old-crop flax across Western 
Canada ranged from $13.50 to $16.63 
per bushel on May 6, down from $16.50-
$17.32 per bushel the previous week.

The recent price rally was supported 
by the tight supply situation in Canada, 
though some farmers have been tak-
ing advantage of the rally and deliver-

ing steady amounts of flax into the cash 
pipeline.

“There might be a little bit more flax 
out there than what the official Statistics 
Canada numbers suggest because farm-
ers have continued to deliver at a fairly 
decent pace,” said Penner.

Statistics Canada’s latest stocks report, 
released Friday, reported flax supplies 
in Canada totalled 264,000 tonnes as of 
March 31, down from 327,000 at the same 
time in 2012.

But some farmers are still holding on 
to their crops.

“Some people like to wait for even 
higher prices,” said Penner. “There are 
always a few that wherever the price goes, 
they just keep setting their target price a 
little bit higher.”

Penner said Canadian cash prices for 
flax will probably continue to be on the 
strong side until we get closer to the har-
vest of new-crop supplies.

“Once buyers have enough flax to carry 
them through the new-crop harvest, then 
that’s when we’ll start to see prices start 
to decline a little bit,” said Penner.

New-crop values are also reported as 
being strong, in an attempt to encourage 
acres to keep up with increased demand. 
Prairie Ag Hotwire shows new-crop val-
ues in Western Canada in the $14- to 
$14.50-per-bushel range on Monday.

“We very rarely, if ever, see new-crop 
prices that are at $14 a bushel; that’s very, 
very unusual,” said Penner. “While it’s 
lower than what the current spot bids are 
for old crop, it’s still very profitable and 
I think that’s bought some acres both in 
Canada and the U.S.”

Strong prices elsewhere in the world, 
such as in russia, Ukraine and Kazakh-
stan, may also encourage more acres, 
which could mean larger global produc-
tion in 2013-14.

“It’s making me a little bit nervous about 
how many extra acres (of flax) there will 
be this year and whether the demand next 
year will be just as strong,” said Penner.

Statistics Canada reported that as of 
March 31, farmers in Western Canada 
planned on seeding 1.24 million acres of 
flaxseed this spring, up from 980,000 acres 
in 2012 and 739,743 in 2011.

Prairie flax cash market  
comes down from recent highs
the recent price rally was supported by the tight supply situation in Canada
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www.myfarmshow.com

Canada’s  Largest  T rade Show

- awarded by T rade Show News Network

800 exh ib i tor s

P remier  event  where companies  showcase 

new products  and innovat ions  for  canola, 

wheat ,  fo rage and pu l se  crop product ion

T h e  O N L Y  p L a c e  Y O u  c a N  s e e  i T  a L L !

June 19 - 21, 2013See it...
Evraz Place, Regina, SK, Canada

Canada’s Farm Progress Show

BY CAREY GILLAM
REUTERS 

A new study is  l inking 
heavy use of  glypho-
s a t e  t o  a  r a n g e  o f 

health problems and diseases, 
including Parkinson’s, infer-
tility and cancers.

The peer-reviewed report, 
published last week in the 
scientific journal Entropy, also 
claims to have found evidence 
of glyphosate residues in food.

Those  res idues  enhance 
the damaging effects of other 
foodborne chemical residues 
and toxins in the environ-
ment to disrupt normal body 
functions and induce dis-
ease, according to the report, 
authored by Stephanie Seneff, 
a research scientist at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, and Anthony Samsel, 
a retired science consultant 
and a member of the Union 
of Concerned Scientists.

“Negative impact  on the 
body is insidious and mani-

f e s t s  s l o w l y  o v e r  t i m e  a s 
inflammation damages cel-
lular systems throughout the 
body,” the study says.

We “have hit upon something 
very important that needs to 
be taken seriously and further 
investigated,” Seneff said.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is conducting a 
standard registration review 
of glyphosate and has set a 
deadline of 2015 for deter-
mining if its use should be 
limited. The study is among 
many comments submitted 
to the agency.

But Monsanto, the developer 
of Roundup, and other indus-
try experts have said for years 
that glyphosate is proven safe, 
and has a less damaging impact 
on the environment than other 
commonly used chemicals.

“We are very confident in 
the long track record that 
glyphosate has. It has been 
very, very extensively stud-
ied,” said Jerry Steiner, Mon-
santo’s executive vice-presi-
dent of sustainability.

New study claims 
glyphosate can 
cause range of 
health problems
Monsanto disputes study linking glyphosate 
to Parkinson’s, infertility and cancer

UNIVERSITY OF
HELSINKI RELEASE

A s temperatures warm, plants 
release gases that help form 
clouds and cool the atmo-

sphere, according to research 
from the International Institute for 
Applied Systems Analysis ( IIASA) 
and the University of Helsinki.

The new study, published in 
Nature Geoscience, identified a neg-
ative feedback loop in which higher 
temperatures lead to an increase in 
concentrations of natural aerosols 
that have a cooling effect on the 
atmosphere.

“Plants, by reacting to changes in 
temperature, also moderate these 

changes,” says IIASA and University 
of Helsinki researcher Pauli Paas-
onen, who led the study.

Scientists had known that some 
aerosols — particles that float in the 
atmosphere — cool the climate as 
they reflect sunlight and form 
cloud droplets, which reflect sun-
light efficiently. Aerosol particles 
come from many sources, includ-
ing human emissions. But the effect 
of so-called biogenic aerosol — 
particulate matter that originates 
from plants — had been less well 
understood. Plants release gases 
that, after atmospheric oxidation, 
tend to stick to aerosol particles, 
growing them into the larger-size 
particles that reflect sunlight and 
also serve as the basis for cloud 

droplets. The new study showed 
that as temperatures warm and 
plants consequently release more 
of these gases, the concentrations 
of particles active in cloud forma-
tion increase.

The effect of enhanced plant 
gas emissions on climate is small 
on a global scale — only counter-
ing approximately one per cent of 
climate warming, the study sug-
gested. “This does not save us from 
climate warming,” says Paasonen. 
However, he says, “Aerosol effects 
on climate are one of the main 
uncertainties in climate models. 
Understanding this mechanism 
could help us reduce those uncer-
tainties and make the models bet-
ter.”

Plants moderate climate warming
Plants release particles that reflect sunlight, but effect only on a small scale

 PHOTO: THINKSTOCK



M ost of Kenya’s cattle are produced 
by members of the Maasai tribe, 
who are traditional nomadic 

herdsmen. In 1981, a group of Maasai 
families formed an association and estab-
lished the Keekonyokie livestock market 
and slaughterhouse in Kiserian, an hour 
southwest of Nairobi.

The market allows them to earn more 
by selling directly to customers, and the 
slaughterhouse produces a higher quality 
of meat with some veterinary oversight.

The slaughterhouse doesn’t sell meat, 
but its services to small butchers and 
restaurants that buy live animals at the 
market. Kenya is a “warm meat” market, 
so what is slaughtered in the morning is 
sold and served that evening. Thirty per 
cent of the meat eaten in Nairobi comes 
from the plant in Kiserian.

“A vibrant livestock trade maintains 
this town,” says Michael Kibue, manager 
of the project. “Over 200,000 traditional 
Maasai families depend on this market.”

The success of the slaughterhouse 
means a huge amount of waste, which 
until 2005 was poured down the side of a 
hill into a nearby river. Then the associa-
tion installed two anaerobic digesters and 
used the biogas to generate electricity for 
the plant. There was a surplus, so biogas 
was piped to seven hotels in the area for 
cooking fuel. But there’s still an excess, so 
now the goal is to sell to local families.

“The vision is to package biogas for 
the poor,” says Kibue. “Biogas is a good 

source of energy, it burns clean and is 
low cost.”

Charcoal is the most common source 
of cooking fuel in Kenya, but it causes air 
pollution, respiratory issues, deforestation 
and drudgery for the women who walk 
long distances to collect it. The Keekon-
yokie group worked with a local manufac-
turer to develop canisters, developed its 
own process for compressing the gas, and 
is now seeking the necessary government 
approvals to commercialize its system.

“If the packaging works, it will be a 
first for Kenya,” says Kibue. “Biogas will 
generate more money than the slaughter-
house.”

Slaughterhouse incorporates anaerobic digester
Gas plant absorbs waste that used to be poured down a hillside

By Tamara Leigh
Af CONTrIBuTOr / NAIrOBI, KeNyA

K enya’s story is a familiar 
one in African agricul-
ture: Small farms, a great 

need for more production, and 
yet a high amount of post-harvest 
waste — often because farmers 
simply can’t get their product to 
market. 

But things are changing.
“Kenyans need to do it them-

selves,” says rien Geuze, agri-
business adviser for Agriterra, a 
Dutch organization working on 
agricultural business develop-
ment in Kenya.

“What we have done for hun-
dreds of years in europe and 
North America, they have had 
to learn since independence in 
1963. What can you do in a life-
time? you can do a lot but not 
everything.”

Agriculture is a primary 
driver of the Kenyan economy, 
accounting for 75 per cent of 
employment and 25 per cent of 
the GDP, with cash crops such 
as tea, coffee, and tobacco, as 
well as roses and other flow-
e r s ,  d o m i n a t i n g  e x p o r t s. 
Smallholder farms remain key, 
producing 80 per cent of the 
country’s food.

But getting food to market is a 
challenge.

“If the western world didn’t 
want to give development aid 
anymore, if suddenly it was 
all too much, then just make 
roads,” says Geuze. “That’s the 
least you can do.”

Kenya also needs more reli-
able marketing systems, and 
organizations able to support 
farmers. 

farmer-owned co-operatives 

are increasingly being seen as 
one solution, and the model 
has worked particularly well in 
Kenya’s dairy sector.

The typical dairy farmer in 
Kenya has one to three cows, 
but dairy is still big business, 
contributing $2 billion a year 
to the economy. Of the 4.2 bil-
lion litres of milk produced 
each year, about 80 per cent 
comes from the one-million-
plus farmers with fewer than 10 
cows.

Dairy co-op success
Dairy co-operatives help organ-
ize and provide extension 
services for these small-scale 
farmers, as well as collect-
ing and selling milk to the two 
dominant companies — gov-
ernment-owned New Kenya 
Co-operative Creameries and 
privately held Brookside Dairy.

Some co-operatives are also 
pushing into yogurt produc-
tion, a competitive market but 
one that pays premiums which 
allow them to maintain the 
price they pay for milk when big 
companies cut their prices.

“Sometimes the success 
of the co-operative will drive 
the competition to step up 
its act,” says Geuze. “farmers 
do not realize they only get at 
high prices from the compa-
nies or the hawkers because the 
co-op created value and drove 
up the price. If you take away 
the co-op, the whole thing falls 
apart.” 

It’s quite different in the 
cereals sector, which in Kenya 
means maize. It accounts for 
90 per cent of production, with 
wheat, sorghum, barley, millet 
and rice making up the remain-
der. unlike the dairy sector, 

small-scale maize growers have 
struggled to find a marketing 
system that works. 

It’s partly a legacy of the 
colonial system, says Justus 
Monda, president of the Kenya 
Small Scale Cereal Growers 
and deputy chairman of the 
Kenya National federation of 
Agricultural Producers.

After independence, the 
national government, like its 
colonial predecessor, played a 
major role in the markets. When 
the World Bank pushed for mar-
ket liberalization in the ’80s 
and early ’90s, farmers simply 
weren’t prepared, says Monda. 

“When the market opened in 
the name of liberalization, farm-
ers didn’t understand the new 
marketing channels,” he says. 
“farmers have not reconciled our 
thinking to see what we can do, 
how competitive we can be, how 
we need to organize in order to 
meet the current status.”

Supply chain
Canada is a model that Kenya 
wants to emulate, says Monda. 

“We want to learn the mod-
els and see the technology in 
Canada,” he says. “Canada has 
good supply-chain manage-
ment and a very strong system. 
It’s not that we lack resources in 
this country, but people need to 
link up and learn a successful 
model.”

Monda is attempting to pio-
neer his own version of a reli-
able supply chain. He grows 
maize and sorghum on his 2.5-
acre plot, and has established 
contracts with three schools in 
his region to supply maize. He 
also works with other farmers in 
his area to ensure he can get the 

quality and quantity of maize 
required by the schools.

“If you produce first and then 
discuss price when the produce 
is ready, that’s not business, it’s 
subsistence,” he says. “This is 
the cycle we have to break.”

In the village of engineer, 35 
local vegetable growers have 
collectively marketed their pro-
duce since 2011 and improved 
productivity. Working with the 
faculty from Nairobi university, 
they have developed a demon-
stration plot and farmer field to 
teach their members new tech-
niques in planting, production 
and pest management. Just by 
implementing proper crop rota-
tion, they have more than tri-
pled annual production. 

They’ve also focused on seven 
high-value food crops, negoti-
ated contracts, and, as a collec-
tive, obtained bank financing 
for inputs. They’re currently 
negotiating with three of the 
country’s top grocery chains to 
supply vegetables.

“Marketing is still the biggest 
challenge,” says esther Waithira 
Chege, chair of the group’s mar-
keting committee. “It’s better to 
be seen as marketing as a group 
because as individuals we are in 
the hands of the brokers.”

Tamara Leigh recently participated 
in Exposure-4-Development, a study 
tour organized by Netherlands-based 
Agriterra, and the International 
Federation of Agriculture Journalists.
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Kenya works to close the capacity gap
The farms seem impossibly small and the challenges overwhelmingly big, but Kenyan agriculture is moving ahead

Justus Monda, president of the Kenya Small Scale Cereal Growers 
and deputy chairman of the Kenya National Federation of Agricultural 
Producers. PhoTo: TAMARA LEigh

The Keekonyokie livestock market and slaughterhouse allows producers to earn more 
by selling directly to customers, and produces a higher quality of meat with some 
veterinary oversight. PhoToS: TAMARA LEigh

Old car tires are used to carry biogas for 
home use from the anaerobic digester at 
the slaughterhouse.
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BY GERARD WYNN
LONDON / REUTERS 

T he U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency has 
consistently overestimat-

ed the prospects for produc-
tion of advanced biofuels from 
non-food crops, adding to the 
impression its biofuel policy is 
out of step with reality.

By law, fuel producers must 
blend a certain portion of bio-
fuels with gasoline. Some of it 
must be “advanced” (ethanol 
is classed as non-advanced) or 
the refiners must buy compli-
ance credits called Renewable 
Identification Numbers (RINs).

The trouble is that one of the 

hoped-for biofuels — cellulosic, 
which is made from woody fibre 
— is still in a test phase with neg-
ligible commercial sales.

EPA can downgrade the cellu-
losic biofuel target where output 
is expected to fall short, but it has 
still, perplexingly, consistently 
overestimated volumes.

It seems plausible that EPA 
wants to provide an extra support 
for cellulosic ethanol producers 
by driving demand for cellulosic 
biofuel RINs from refiners.

The overestimate only inflicts a 
small penalty on the U.S. refining 
industry (less than $5 million in 
2011), but more importantly adds 
to the impression of a policy lag-
ging reality, where the separate 
corn ethanol mandate is on the 
cusp of exceeding distribution 
capacity at filling stations.

That so-called blend wall has 
been blamed for driving up gaso-
line prices.

Overestimate
Under the Clean Air Act, the EPA 
is required to set the renewable 
fuel standards each November 
for the following year.

In general,  the standards 
reflect production capacity, but 
in the case of cellulosic biofuel, 
the statute specifies that EPA 
must base the standard on pro-
jected volumes, if the latter are 
less than the original mandated 
volume.

Accordingly for 2010, EPA 
downgraded the target to six mil-
lion gallons of cellulosic ethanol 
from the 100 million gallons 
anticipated under the energy 
act. In the end, there was zero 
commercial production.

Notwithstanding, EPA antici-
pated six million gallons again 
in 2011, down from the mandate 
for that year of 250 million gal-
lons. Again, there was no output.

EPA cut the mandate again in 
2012, this time to 10.45 million 
gallons from an original mandate 
target of 500 million gallons.

For the first time, the industry 
produced some commercial vol-
ume — 20,069 gallons.

EPA has targeted 14 million gal-
lons this year, a volume which 
again appears hopelessly opti-
mistic. 

The problem is making the fuel 
profitably, as cellulose must be 
pre-treated with expensive 
enzymes to dissolve the tough 
network of lignin within the cell 
walls of wood.

But the EPA says four com-
panies — Abengoa, Fiberight, 
INEOS Bio, and KiOR — will be 
capable of producing 14 million 
gallons this year.

“If these facilities are able 
to operate as anticipated, the 
uncertainty associated with 
commercial-scale cellulosic 
biofuel production will decrease, 
and the expansion of the indus-
try could be rapid,” EPA said in 
its rule published in February.

However, it made a similar 
prediction last year and they had 
nearly zero production.

It is another sign of a bio-
fuel policy which appears out 
of touch. It also contributed to 
higher corn prices following a 
major U.S. drought last year, 
and has failed to anticipate an 
impending ethanol blend wall at 
the gas pump.

Washington dreaming in technicolor 
in cellulosic-biofuel forecasts
Every year the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency forecasts millions of gallons of cellulosic 
biofuel will be produced, but so far production has been virtually non-existent

A vial of cellulosic material sits in a fridge inside a research facility for cellulosic ethanol. Scientists on the front 
lines of this search are finding that making the process commercially and environmentally viable is proving much 
harder than some of the hype would suggest.  PHOTO: REUTERS

Network S E A R C H

Nobody has more daily news and  
up-to-the-minute ag information  
than the AgCanada Network.

Our respected titles cover all aspects 
of the industry, with award-winning, 
in-depth local, national and  
international coverage. 

Weather you’re looking for a  
comprehensive article on a specific 
crop, or a recipe for muffins, start your  
search at the AgCanada Network.

AgCanada.com Network Search
Search news. Read stories. Find insight. 

Look for the AgCanada Network 
Search button on the top right of 
the AgCanada.com homepage

Canada’s most  
trusted sources 
for ag news and  
information is now 
fully searchable.
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Top performing hybrid with built-in sclerotinia resistance.
Exclusively available from your local Pioneer Hi-Bred sales rep.

Built-in sclerotinia 
protection
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MORE CANOLA CRUSH EXPANSION
Louis Dreyfus Commodities plans to expand its Yorkton, Sask. canola-crushing 
plant capacity by 20 per cent. Dreyfus will start increasing capacity this summer 
to eventually reach 3,000 tonnes per day, up from the current 2,500 tonnes. The 
expanded canola plant will be one of North America’s largest. Richardson International 
has recently announced expansions at both of its Canadian canola plants, including 
its own Yorkton site, while Bunge and Archer Daniels Midland are also expanding their 
plants in Canada. Cargill is also building a new canola crusher, near Camrose, Alta.
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BY HELEN MCMENAMIN
AF CONTRIBUTOR / LETHBRIDGE

A late spring equals a rush to 
seed, but you’ll save time, 
money and wear on the trans-

mission by ensuring the tires on each 
tractor are inflated properly.

“Most people fill tires till they look 
full, about 20 psi,” says Lawrence 
Papworth, a senior engineer at the 
Agricultural Technology Centre in 
Lethbridge. “The numbers stamped 
on the tire are not recommended 
working pressures, they’re maximum 
inflation pressure.”

Today’s radial tires are more effi-
cient, delivering six to eight per cent 
more power to the drawbar than old 
bias-ply tires, but need more man-
agement. They’re designed to run at 
much lower pressures, six to 15 psi — 
and there should be a sidewall bulge.

“At that pressure, you get less soil 
compaction and better fuel economy. 
At 20 psi, the tractor has a smaller 
footprint, so you get quite a bit more 
pressure on the soil and deeper ruts, 
says Papworth.

“You get more slippage between 
the tire and the soil at high psi. Mod-
ern radial tires are designed to have 
around eight per cent slippage under 
ideal conditions and the optimum 
speed range of 4.5 to 5.5 miles an 
hour.”

Tractor tire pressure that’s too high 
or working in a loose sandy soil causes 
too much slippage, and wastes fuel — 
the tractor is putting out power that’s 
not getting any work done. Overin-
flated tires wear faster and unevenly; 
make for a less comfortable ride; and 
give an artificially high speedometer 
reading, for example reading six miles 
an hour when you’re only doing five.

Ag Tech Centre trials have shown 
almost double the slippage when 
tires were inflated to 20 psi instead of 
the recommended 10 psi. The over-
inflated tires resulted in actual work-
ing speed of 4.4 instead of 4.7 m.p.h 
— that is, covering the same acres 
took seven per cent less time with 
the correct tire pressure. Over short 
distances without turns, the gains can 
be bigger (as much as 13 per cent in 
some trials).

Underinflation is bad too. It 
increases sidewall wear and leads to 
too little slippage that’s really hard on 
the drivetrain. Farm tractors are built 
with relatively light drivetrains com-
pared to construction equipment, 
so they need some slippage to avoid 
excessive lugging, said Papworth. 
(That’s not the case for more rugged 
construction equipment or for cars, 
which have tires designed for high 
speeds on hard surfaces with less 
rolling resistance.)

Ballast also affects slippage. If the 
tractor is power hopping, you may 
have too little ballast and too much 
slipping. In general, Papworth advises 
weighting a tractor for typical condi-
tions, not the worst-case scenario. 
If you have suitcase weights, it may 
be worthwhile taking some off when 
you’re going to be working at speeds 
over six m.p.h. Too much ballast can 
transmit too much torque through 
the drivetrain and tires to the ground. 
This makes the tractor feel sluggish, 
causes excessive fuel consumption, 
and can lead to premature drivetrain 
failure. Too little ballast leads to exces-
sive slip, which wears tires faster and 
reduces power to the drawbar.

Some people suggest overinflated 
tires cause soil compaction, but Pap-
worth says more study is needed on 
the topic.

Some equipment and tire mak-
ers recommend testing tire pres-
sures every day, preferably early in 
the morning when it’s coolest, and 
ensure all tires on each axle at the 
same pressure. Papworth says he 
agrees with the recommendation to 
both a digital and traditional pres-
sure gauge.  Being out by two psi 
is not that important at 30 psi, but 
makes a difference at 10 psi, he says, 
noting daily checks can also catch a 
slow leak. That makes low-speed 
manoeuvring more difficult and may 
damage tire casings. You might even 
break the bead and tear off the tire 
and, because tire pressure was too 
low, there’d be no warranty.

Case IH notes new tractors are 
delivered with tires fully inflated 
so the machines don’t bounce 
and sway en route. You need to let 
some air out right away. Titan Tire, 
which makes Goodyear farm tires, 
has developed an app to simplify 
finding the right tire pressure. At 
www.tirepressurecalculator.com 
you enter tire dimension and load 
index from the side of the tire, the 
axle and implement weight. It gives 
you the correct inflation pressure. 
But it doesn’t allow for different 
operating speeds you can find in 
tire inflation tables. This summer, 
Papworth will be testing in-cab tire 
pressure monitors.

For efficient speeds and to protect 
tractor transmission — check your tires
Checking tire pressure every day can actually save you time, not to mention improve fuel 
economy and reduce wear and tear
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Ag Tech Centre trials have shown almost double the slippage when tires were 
inflated to 20 psi instead of the recommended 10 psi. PHOTO: THINKSTOCK
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Unchecked, leaf disease can reduce cereal crop 
yields by up to 40%. 

Folicur® EW delivers exceptional leaf disease 
control, including rust, tan spot and septoria 
leaf blotch. Additionally, its wide window 
of application also provides outstanding 
suppression of fusarium.

Folicur EW – the most trusted disease 
protection you can get.

Visit BayerCropScience.ca/ItPaystoSpray 
to see how Folicur EW is performing in  
your area.

BayerCropScience.ca/Folicur or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer CropScience representative. 
Always read and follow label directions. Folicur® is a registered trademark of the Bayer Group. Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada. No purchase necessary. 
Alternate entry method available. The retail value of each prize is approximately $5,000 (CDN). For more details and contest rules please visit BayerCropScience.ca/BushelstoBottles or contact your 
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 Cleanfarms release

A lberta farmers turned in more 
than 66,000 kilograms of obso-
lete or unwanted pesticides for 

safe disposal last year. The obsolete 
pesticide collection program took 
place across the southern half of the 
province over a five-day period in 
October and November where farm-
ers dropped off old or unwanted pes-
ticides. 

The program is run by Cleanfarms, 
a national industry-led agricultural 
waste-stewardship organization. The 
obsolete pesticide collection pro-
gram has been operating since 1998 
and since then, Alberta farmers have 
turned in 203,889 kilograms of obso-
lete pesticides. After collection, the 
pesticides are taken to a licensed 
waste management facility located in 
northern Alberta where they are safely 
disposed through high-temperature 
incineration.

The obsolete pesticide collection 
program generally comes to the prov-
ince every three years and is free for 
farmers to participate in. In 2013, the 
program will run in the northern half of 
the province. In between collections, 
farmers are asked to safely store their 
unwanted pesticides until they can 
properly dispose of them through the 
obsolete pesticide collection program. 

Cleanfarms collects all liquid and dry 
granular commercially labelled pesti-
cides. They come in all sizes and types 
of containers from as small as 250 mil-
lilitres up to 500-litre totes. They can 
also include products delivered in 
multi-walled paper and plastic bags. 

The products are mainly for farm use 
but may also include obsolete pesticides 
from golf courses, commercial landscape 
operations and structural pest control. 
The program is part of the plant science 
industry’s commitment to responsible 
life cycle management of its products.

Cleanfarms.ca

Obsolete pesticides turned in for disposal
In 2013, the program will run in the northern half of the province

The obsolete pesticide collection program generally comes to the province every three 
years and is free for farmers to participate in.

staff

M ost E. coli are harmless 
or even beneficial, but 
the bacteria get a bad 

rap because of toxin-producing 
strains such as 0157:H7. Scientists 
at the University of Exeter in Eng-
land are using E. coli to produce 
another toxic product, but in this 
case a good one — diesel fuel. 

According to the university 
release, the product is almost 
identical to conventional diesel 
fuel and so does not need to be 
blended with petroleum products, 
as is often required by biodiesels 
derived from plant oils. This also 
means that the diesel can be used 
with current supplies in existing 
infrastructure because engines, 
pipelines and tankers do not need 
to be modified. 

The release says that while the 
technology still faces many sig-
nificant commercialization chal-
lenges, large-scale manufactur-
ing using E. coli as the catalyst 
is already commonplace in the 
pharmaceutical industry and, 
although the biodiesel is currently 
produced in tiny quantities in the 
laboratory, work will continue to 
see if this may be a viable commer-
cial process.

The university work is sup-
ported by Shell.

An E. coli  
bacteria that 
we don’t mind
A team from the 
University of Exeter, 
with support from 
Shell, has developed 
a method to make 
bacteria produce diesel 
on demand
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I t looks a bit like a silage-har-
vesting system, and the rt400 
fecon tracked mulcher is one 

powerful chewing machine.
the European, 400-horsepower 

bio-harvester was recently put 
through its paces by staff from the 
canadian Wood fibre centre’s 
Edmonton office, who wanted 
to see its purpose-built, front-
mounted chipper in action. 

“When using a mulching head, 
you are smashing and pulver-
izing the wood and leaving it on 
the ground,” says tim Keddy, the 
centre’s wood fibre development 
specialist.

“Presently there is no way to 
collect it. With this head, it grinds 
it up into chips and blows it like 
a snow blower into a hopper that 
trails in behind.”

as part of the demonstration, 
Keddy rented a high-dump trailer 
commonly used in the agricul-
ture industry to collect the bio-
mass spewing out of the chipper 
(manufactured by German com-
pany aWri and brought to north 
america by fecon inc. for the 
demonstration). 

the powerful machine can 
grind up trees as big as 13 centi-
metres in diameter, and during 
the demonstration, gobbled up 
0.6 hectares per hour, shaving off 
stumps at nearly ground level.

Densely planted willow and 
hybrid poplars can be harvested 
every three years, with up to seven 
coppice cycles per root system.

because of its power, the machine 
could also be used on industrial 
sites, such as under hydro lines, and 
the mulched wood used for biomass 
instead of being left on the ground.

“in the past, the mulching and 
the harvesting have occurred but 
there were very few ways of col-
lecting the biomass that was being 
harvested,” says Keddy. “usually it 
was just left on site and now this is 
a way of collecting it and using it 
for other purposes.”

it could also be used to reduce a 
fire hazard near a community by 
removing potential fuel sources for 
a forest fire.

When combined with a soil-stabi-
lizing head, the machine can dig up 
to 18 inches into the ground, remov-
ing stumps and roots so a site can 
be disced and seeded the following 
spring. that allows the technol-
ogy to be used to renovate pasture 
and range lands that have become 
overgrown with large and extensive 
brush infestation.

the centre plans to conduct fur-
ther tests to see how it handles natu-
ral stands of  small-diameter willow, 
black spruce and tamarack, as well 
as a mature forest featuring aspen 
with a variety of understorey vegeta-
tion for the fire Smart program. 

A snow blower for harvesting trees
Canadian Wood Fibre Centre testing German machines for harvesting willow plantations

Densely planted willow and hybrid poplars can be harvested every three years.  PHOTO: CAnAdiAn WOOd FiBRE CEnTRE

“In the past, the 

mulching and the 

harvesting have occurred 

but there were very few 

ways of collecting the 

biomass that was being 

harvested.”

Tim Keddy

As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.

The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science™ and Assure® II are registered trademarks or trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company.
E. I. du Pont Canada Company is a licensee. All other products mentioned are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective companies. Member of CropLife Canada.
©Copyright 2013 E. I. du Pont Canada Company. All rights reserved.
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READY TO KICK SOME GRASS? 
You don’t get to be a top grower by being so  on grassy weeds. Farming’s toughest operators count 

on DuPont™ Assure® II herbicide to bring the muscle and protect their high-value oilseeds and 

pulses. Assure® II pulverizes foxtail barley and beats the living chlorophyll out of green and yellow 

foxtail, volunteer cereals and many others. Tank-mixed with Liberty®, Assure® II also helps you 

gang up on grasses in your LibertyLink® canola.

Assure® II herbicide. Add some muscle to your weed control.
Questions? Ask your retailer, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit AssureII.DuPont.ca
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Serious growers take weed control personally. With three 
modes of action in a single solution, Velocity m3 herbicide 
provides enough raw power to take down your toughest broadleaf 
and grassy weeds, including Group 1-resistant wild oats and 
resistant broadleaf weeds.

For more information, visit BayerCropScience.ca/Velocitym3
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By Alexis Kienlen
af staff / lacombe

Choosing the right prod-
uct to spray is important, 
but so is controlling how 

it’s applied, says a well-known 
researcher. 

“the challenge is primarily to 
control the pests, but we also 
have to control where the spray 
goes,” said Dr. tom Wolf, a for-
mer scientist with agriculture 
canada, and now working with 
applitech canada conducting 
research and training for retail-
ers. 

“everyone is watching agri-
culture in terms of our environ-
mental footprint, and we have to 
make sure our spray goes where 
it is intended to go,” Wolf told 
the first cereal Disease confer-
ence here recently. 

for example,  some fungi-
cides can be harmful to aquatic 
organisms and vertebrates. 

Producers need to know what 
part of the plant is infected and 
where the fungicide needs to hit 
to beat the disease. Diseases 
that live higher up in the can-
opy, like fusarium head blight, 
don’t require sprays with high 
water volume, Wolf said. “If you 
are going farther down into the 
canopy and hitting the flag leaf 
or the penultimate leaves, you 
need more water to get there,” 
Wolf said.

Wolf said coarse spray is best 
for fungicide. “You look for a 
nozzle and an operative pres-
sure that produces a coarse 
spray, whether you are doing 
fungicide or herbicide work. 
Insecticide is a little differ-
ent, and that depends on what 
you’re trying to hit. We’ve seen 
such tremendous success with 
coarse sprays in fungicide and 
we see no reason to go any finer 
than that.” 

W o l f  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h 
researchers from North Dakota 
state University to determine 
the best way to spray fusar-
ium head blight. this disease 
requires targeting of the wheat 
head, a timely application and 
uniform distribution. 

While Wolf doesn’t normally 
recommend double nozzles, he 
said spraying for fusarium head 
blight is the exception. single 
nozzles being used for fusarium 
should be positioned forward to 
hit the heads.

Herbicides
In a pre-seed burn-off, three to 
five gallons per acre is adequate 
for most herbicide application, 
Wolf said. sometimes water 

volume can depend on mode 
of action. 

“the days of spraying glypho-
sate by itself in an era of glypho-
sate-resistant weeds are proba-
bly coming to an end or are over 
already. the days of spraying 
with its tank-mixed partner at 
the same rate as you are spray-
ing glyphosate alone are prob-
ably also over because you have 
to consider the mode of action 
of the tank-mixed partner,” said 
Wolf. 

larger canopies require more 
water, he said. If the wheat head 
is the target, seven to 10 gallons 
is an appropriate amount. more 
water is needed to hit the flag 
leaf or the penultimate leaves in 
the lower canopy. 

“the farther down you have 

to go, the more water you will 
need to get there. It’s just simple 
math. You’re losing spray vol-
ume as you go down into that 
canopy,” he said.

Wolf advocates using low-
drift nozzles to reduce spray 
drift without reducing coverage. 
In order to make these nozzles 
more effective, producers can 
add more water.

“You don’t have to double or 
triple your water volume. You 
can go from 10 to 12 or from 
seven to 10. You have to make 
that 20 to 30 per cent increase 
in water volume. that brings 
your small-drop component 
right back up to what it was,” 
said Wolf. 

akienlen@fbcpublishing.com

Coarse sprays help  
 you hit the weeds
 It’s all about water volume when applying spray

“The farther down you 

have to go, the more 

water you will need to 

get there. It’s just simple 

math.”

Tom Wolf
Applitech
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Canola CounCil release

A lberta growers and agrono-
mists looking for long-term 
management advice for 

clubroot are welcome to attend 
the International Clubroot Work-
shop in Edmonton, June 19-22. The 
Canola Council of Canada (CCC) 
and Agriculture Canada organized 
the workshop to bring together a 
global network of leading research-
ers and academics to exchange 
information and research results.

The conference will have value 
for everyone in contact with club-
root, including growers, ag retailers, 
agronomists, county and munici-
pal staff, and government extension 
staff. The program includes two 
days of presentations. Thursday, 
June 20 will focus on research, with 
presenters from the United King-
dom, Germany, Poland, China, 
India and Canada. Topics include 
new discoveries in how the disease 
works, efforts to expand genetic 
resistance, and analysis of new 
management techniques.

The Friday lineup will provide 
practical tips to prevent and man-
age clubroot in the field, and a 
presentation on how county regu-
lations worked to prevent spread of 
the disease. On Friday afternoon, 
attendees get to tour a clubroot 
nursery with trials to demonstrate 
soil amendments, fumigation treat-
ments, resistant varieties, and dust 
traps as management tools. The 
tour also includes an equipment 
sanitation demonstration.

For more information visit www.
canolacouncil.org and click the link 
to the 2013 International Clubroot 
Workshop. For more information 
on clubroot, visit clubroot.ca.

International 
Clubroot 
Workshop 
in June
Topics include how the 
disease works, genetic 
resistance and analysis 
of new management 
techniques

By Julie steenhuysen
ChICAGO / rEUTErs 

E ven before they got a sam-
ple of the new bird flu virus 
from China — typically the 

first step in making a flu vaccine 
— U.s. researchers had already 
begun testing a “seed” strain of 
the virus made from the genetic 
code posted on the Internet.

This new, faster approach is the 
result of a collaboration among 
the U.s. government, vaccine 
maker Novartis and a unit of the 
J. Craig Venter Institute, which is 
using synthetic biology in which 
scientists take the genetic code 
of the virus and use it as a recipe 
to build the virus from scratch.

It was an idea born in the 
aftermath of the 2009 h1N1 

pandemic, in which production 
delays and poor-quality seed 
strain slowed delivery of the vac-
cine until October, late enough 
that people were already sick 
with swine flu.

The new method has shaved 
two weeks off the vaccine-mak-
ing process. It will take five to six 
months to ramp up production, 
but even weeks could make a dif-
ference in the case of a poten-
tially deadly flu pandemic, said 
robin robinson, director of the 
federal government’s Biomedi-
cal Advanced research and 
Development Authority.

“We’ll take it,” robinson said. 
“If the virus turns out to be a 
tough one, that could be very 
important.”

so far, at least 33 people have 
been infected and 10 have died 

from the strain of bird flu, known 
as h7N9, was first found in 
humans last month.

When the genetic sequence 
for the virus became available 
on March 30, robinson said 
U.s. health officials decided to 
try the new synthetic biology 
technique to try to speed the 
process. That’s when Novartis 
and Venter’s company, syn-
thetic Genomics Vaccines Inc., 
went to work. By April 4, they 
had synthetic DNA ready and 
had started to grow the virus in 
dog kidney cells.

A sample of the virus collected 
in China only arrived in the U.s. 
in early May. scientists will now 
grow that sample and then find 
a way to ensure it will grow well 
in chicken eggs or cells.

That involves a certain amount 

of guesswork, however. The new 
process of building the virus 
based on its genetic code allows 
“almost guaranteed success,” 
said Mike shaw, director of the 

U.s. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

“That is because you’re creating 
a virus that is almost tailor-made,” 
he said.

Scientists use genetic code to jump-start 
development of a bird flu vaccine
By the time an actual sample of the H7N9 virus arrived in U.S. labs, scientists had already 
used its genetic code to make a synthetic version and begun work on a vaccine

The new method has shaved two weeks off the vaccine-making 
process.  phOtO: thinkstOck



By Helen McMenaMin
af contributor / lethbridge

Soil compaction has a big — 
and ongoing — impact on 
yields, and the problem is 

getting worse as equipment gets 
bigger, says an expert from the 
university of Minnesota’s exten-
sion branch.

heavy packing reduces the size 
of pore spaces in the soil and can 
result in uneven seeding depth, 
surface crusting, increased seed-
ling disease, smaller root vol-
umes, and plants that appear to 
be suffering from nutrient defi-
ciencies.

“Working when the soil is wet, 
especially if it’s at or near field 
capacity, is the main cause of 
the problem,” says Jodi deJong-
hughes. “getting out on the field 
as soon after a wet spell as you 

can travel leaves you with com-
paction problems.”

a little compaction can actually 
be a good thing, but only a little, 
she says.

“Soil moisture clings to the soil 
particles,” says deJong-hughes. 
“roots can access moisture faster 
if the soil particles are closer 
together. but when compaction 
is greater, it cuts yields in both 
wet and dry soils.”

deJong-hughes says she has 
seen whole field yield losses of 
six per cent a year from moderate 
compaction. She also mapped 
areas compacted and rutted in a 
wet fall, and found average corn 
yields in those areas the follow-
ing year were 17 per cent lower 
— and up to 37 per cent lower in 
rutted areas. and things didn’t 
improved the following year, with 
soybean yields in the compacted 
areas 15 per cent lower than in 

comparable undamaged fields. 
it was only in the third year fol-
lowing the compaction that corn 
yields were no different from 
undamaged fields.

“the no. 1 defence against 
compaction is to reduce tillage,” 
she says. “fluffing up the soil is 
not helping it. You’re putting air 
into the soil — what’s the carry-
ing capacity of air? the more till-
age you do, the more you need 
to do.”

healthy soi l  has  i ts  own 
defence against compaction, says 
deJong-hughes, because it has 
enough organic matter to sup-
port a large and diverse microbe 
population that, in turns, builds 
strong soil structure. tillage 
destroys that structure, she says.

“healthy soil structure is based 
on soil particles that are less than 
the size of a pea,” she says.

“those are the soil particles 

that resist compaction and ero-
sion. anything bigger than a pea 
is getting into clods. We need 
to manage for soil health with 
diverse rotations, including 

fibrous and taproot crops, pulses 
and biomass.”

if you must cultivate, deJong-
hughes recommends using the 
least aggressive tools — narrow 
points on straight shanks — 
and working the soil when it’s 
dry. before trying costly deep 
tillage, she suggests digging 
some holes, even a few post-
holes, to see whether there is 
a “restrictive layer” that limits 
root growth. be careful not to 
mistake a natural soil horizon 
that might affect the abun-
dance of roots for a restrictive 
area, she says, because you’re 
looking for a soil layer where 
roots turn and grow horizon-
tally, not just thin out.

“don’t think there’s a crop-
limiting zone because you feel 
a change in the soil bulk den-
sity,” says deJong-hughes.

if there is a compacted soil 
layer  l imiting root  growth, 
then subsoiling is more likely to 
pay off. in South dakota, deep 
ripping where there was no 
restrictive layer produced one 
extra bushel of corn over 64 site 
years and the same advantage 
to wheat. but where there was 
a restrictive layer, deep-ripping 
produced an extra 10 bushels 
of wheat and 14 to 18 bushels 
of corn an acre. once you’ve 
deep-ripped, deJong-hughes 
advises going to controlled 
traffic farming, using roadways 
to limit soil compaction.

“ Y o u  h a v e  t o  c o m m i t  t o 
matching your equipment to 
your lines, but it may be worth-
while,” she says.

deJong-hughes aims for a 
maximum of 10 tons per axle 
and 10 psi or less, but she says, 
there’s no chart that shows 
yield losses for compaction.

“everything affects  crops 
in compacted soil,” she says. 
“the amount and the type of 
clay particles in the soil, fertil-
izer placement, amount and 
timing of rains, everything. if 
it’s very dry the following year, 
or if you have some well-timed 
rains, you may see no effect. 
but other years, you can be 
badly affected.”

Some equipment just cannot 
meet the compaction special-
ist’s target, with grain carts a 
particular concern. She has a 
problem with one of the newest 
models that holds 2,000 bush-
els of grain.

“that’s two semi-loads, 75 
tons on each axle,” she says. 
“even putt ing  i t  on tracks 
won’t spread the load enough. 
it compacts soil down to four 
feet. no amount of tillage can 
correct that.”
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A Purdue University demonstration of the effects of soil compaction. 
PHoTo: PuRduE univERSiTY

Soil compaction can result in heavy  
yield losses for two or more years
Some soils withstand compaction better than others
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By Helen McMenaMin
af contributor / lethbridge

F armers participating in 
an alberta study of con-
trolled-traffic farming  

have found similar results to 
those of Jodi deJong-hughes, 
says project co-ordinator Peter 
gamache.

“travelling on wet soil 
affects compaction the most,” 
says gamache. “So that’s 
when controlled-traffic farm-
ing shines, you’re always trav-
elling on the same tramline 
— it’s a miniature road — and 
not damaging your soil.”

farmers with heavy clay 
soils are seeing the biggest 
benefit from running their 
equipment on tramlines. 
coarse, sandy soils can also 
compact relatively easily.

it appears well-aggregated 
soils with good organic mat-

ter are more resistant to 
compaction damage because 
they have better internal 
drainage, says gamache. 
his next question is whether 
keeping equipment off most 
of the field will help improve 
aggregation and internal 
drainage. gamache says he 
suspects the soils might start 
to repair themselves as quick 
as three to five years. Some of 
the farmers participating in 
the controlled-traffic project 
say managing harvest traffic 
is a challenge, especially with 
more than one combine in 
a field. tramlines tend to be 
spaced for a sprayer, not an 
unloading combine. 

there are five farmers par-
ticipating in the study, using 
field-scale equipment on 
plots ranging from 140 to 480 
acres. the latest report on the 
practice can be found at:  
controlledtrafficfarming.org

Controlled-traffic farming 
showing promise

With controlled-traffic farming, you are always travelling on the 
same tramline.

By Victoria Paterson
af Staff /caroline

L ong-term monitoring of 
groundwater around the 
province is essential to 

ensure aquifers don’t run dry, says 
a professor of hydrology from the 
university of calgary. “We need to 
manage the groundwater in a way 
that we can avoid the well running 
dry and your creek is going dry,” 
said Masaki hayashi, speaking 
about the connections between 
surface water and groundwater 
during a talk at the cows, creeks 
and communities event held 
recently here. 

in addition to long-term moni-
toring, hayashi recommended 
other ways to protect creeks in 
alberta. those included recog-
nizing the connection between 
ground- and surface water, 
considering the groundwater 
recharge rates during land-use 
planning and determining sus-
tainable pumping rates.

Population is growing in the 
edmonton-calgary corridor 
and with it grows demands for 
water. “We really need to be 
planning ahead on how we’re 
going to sustain groundwater 
use in this area,” hayashi said. 

the recharge of groundwater 
occurs in areas that can range 
from 10 kilometres to 100 kilo-
metres in size, he said. the rate 
of recharge tends to depend on 
climate, and in southern alberta, 
potential evaporation of water 
tends to outstrip precipitation. 

“the only time when we have 
excess precipitation over poten-
tial evaporation is over winter 
months,” hayashi said.

it’s necessary to restrict pump-
ing to sustain creek flow. When 
there’s no pumping, systems 
usually  balance out.  When 
there’s human use of the water, 

there tends to be a decrease in 
storage, which can cause wells 
to run dry and water capture 
to reduce if not used carefully. 
hayashi pointed to an american 
example — the ogallala aquifer 
in Kansas — and alberta exam-
ples of irricana and innisfail for 
areas where the groundwater 
supply has turned out to not 
be suitable for long-term use. 
he said this is in part due to the 
method used to evaluate the sus-
tainability of wells.

hayashi said the theoretical 
formula used to calculate sus-
tainability is over a half-century 
old and uses a pump test lasting 
between two hours and two days 
to determine the drop down for 
the next 20 years. it assumes 
only one well is drawing from 
an aquifer, he said, and that the 
aquifer area is much larger than 
many actually are. 

“it is simply wrong to apply 
this infinite theory to these kinds 
of aquifers.” instead, in alberta 
we should be using a watershed-
based approach, hayashi said. 
groundwater should be evalu-
ated using an integrated surface 
water and groundwater model, 
he told the crowd.

victoria.paterson@fbcpublishing.com

Protecting creeks by 
protecting groundwater:  
an expert’s view
Groundwater and surface water connected, University  
of Calgary professor says

Dr. Masaki Hayashi offered 
recommendations to stop overuse 
of groundwater during the Cows, 
Creeks and Communities event. 
PHOTO: ViCTORiA PATERSOn
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Found new equipment – online.
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•  24/7/365 toll-free canadian customer service,  
and priority technical support if you ever need  
help at your location.

•  choose from a range of business-grade  
packages, with speeds up to 10 mbps.2 or choose a 
residential plan, starting from just $39.99/month.1

• 30-day money back guarantee.3

• supports multiple users at the same time.4

xplornet.com  1.866.633.4057

HigH-Speed internet
For All oF Canada

no equIpment
to buY!

4G Business 
plans

starting from 
$94.99/month1 
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NATIONAL BARLEY COUNCIL OFFICIALLY INCORPORATED

Canada’s first National Barley Council officially incorporated. The BCC says it will take a collaborative approach to enhancing industry initiatives by focusing on five key areas 
for barley: innovation and research, promoting best crop production practices, supporting market development, increasing market access and improving understanding and 
communication within the barley value chain. Directors (l-r) Matt Sawyer, Bill Cooper, Chantelle Donahue, Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, BCC chairman Brian Otto, director Trevor 
Petersen. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

STAFF

T he Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank (CFGB) says now that 
it has seen the details, it is 

supporting a merger of the Cana-
dian International Development 
Agency with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade.

“We are pleased that reducing 
poverty in developing countries 
is clearly specified as a respon-
sibility of the minister for inter-
national development, and that 
the legislation puts the minister 
on equal footing with the minis-
ter for international trade,” said 
CFGB executive director Jim Cor-
nelius.

“We are also pleased that the 
department’s vital responsibil-
ity for providing humanitarian 
assistance during crises is speci-
fied.”

The legislation specifies that 
Canada’s contribution to interna-
tional development and humani-
tarian assistance should be in line 
with Canadian values, he said.

“It is vital that Canada’s aid 
program makes the needs of the 
poor and suffering central to its 
mandate and activities,” he said.

When the move to create the 
new Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Trade and Development 
was announced in this spring’s 
budget, it was feared the foreign 
aid budget would be used to pro-
mote Canada’s economic inter-
ests.

Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a 
partnership of 15 churches and 
church agencies that has provided 
more than one million tonnes of 
food assistance since 1983, has 
been receiving matching support 
from the Canadian International 
Development Agency.

Food grains 
bank supports 
move to 
revamp 
foreign aid
Officials say the focus 
is on the right issues
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canine–bovine faceoff

Kate Finseth’s stock dog Kate faces off with a sheep during the Clock, Stock and Barrel stock dog competition April 13 held during Aggie Days 
at the Calgary Stampede grounds.  PhoTo: ViCToRiA PATERSon

Sydney / ReuteRS

A ustralian livestock export-
ers said May 3 they were 
suspending live cattle 

exports to Egypt after a graphic 
video purportedly showed ani-
mal cruelty in Egyptian abat-
toirs and prompted Canberra 
to launch an investigation.

Agriculture officials said they 
had taken the matter up with 
Cairo, as Agriculture Minister 
Joe Ludwig said he was “dis-
mayed” that the footage pro-
vided by animal rights group 
Animals Australia had not been 
made available sooner.

Animals Australia, which is 
campaigning for an end to the 
live export trade, said the foot-
age was shot over recent months 
at two abattoirs approved under 
a joint agreement which allowed 
the resumption of live animal 
exports to Egypt in 2010.

Alison Penfold, chief execu-
tive officer of the Australian 
Livestock Exporters Council, 
said she was appalled by the 
footage but said she had vis-
ited the Egyptian facilities last 
year and found procedures 
then complied with Australian 
requirements.

“We are very genuine about 
the suspension. There will be 
no animals going into those 
facilities until the standards are 
met,” Penfold told the Austra-
lian Broadcasting Corporation.

The video showed “appalling 
practices during the slaughter 
process,” she said.

Australia’s live export indus-
try is worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars annually to the 
national economy, but has been 
beset by controversy. Local 
animal rights activists say the 
trade is cruel and should be  
banned.

Many of the animals go to pre-
dominantly Muslim countries, 
where they are slaughtered 
in accordance with Islamic 
requirements. Exports to Egypt 
were halted in 2006 but re-
started four years later. Exports 
to Indonesia were halted for 
several months in 2011, also 
over cruelty allegations.

Animals Australia said around 
3,000 Austral ia  catt le  were 
currently in Egypt awaiting 
slaughter and said the industry 
had no choice but to halt the  
trade.

“This was the only legiti-
mate decision industry could 
take given the evidence clearly 
shows that the cruel treatment 
of cattle in both of these facili-
ties is systemic and routine...,” 
Lisa Chalk, Animals Australia 
communications director, said 
in a statement.

Australia 
suspends 
live cattle 
exports to 
Egypt over 
video
Live animals go to  
Muslim countries 
where they are 
slaughtered in 
accordance with 
Islamic requirements



2013 marks the 100th
Anniversary of Olds College

100 years of…
•  Making a difference in young people’s lives

•  Making a difference in rural
Alberta and Canada

•  Making a difference in the 
industries they serve

Join all of us at Alberta Farmer Express as we 
extend our most sincere congratulations to Olds 
College on 100 years of excellence in education.

For more information on how 
you can show your 

support in this space contact:

Tiffi ny Taylor  
tiffi ny.taylor@fbcpublishing.com
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Please join our Centennial Celebrations! 100.oldscollege.ca
Visit our online store: www.oldscollege.ca/onlinestore

Centennial
Special!!

$7995
Olds College Centennial 

Book and Hoodie ($120 value) for only

Full size range. Take a 
look at all the other great 
gift items or keepsake 
memorabilia that we have 
to offer. 

Contact Olds College Advancement for details: Rachel Maud Clarke 
at 403-507-7718 or RMaudClarke@oldscollege.ca

UNDER 1,000 KMS!  40+ UNITS!
visit us online at: oldsdodge.com
CALL NOW! 1.877.258.9118
or drop by 6207-46TH Street, Olds, AB

UNDER 1,000 KMS!  40+ UNITS!
2012 RAM TRUCKS
SPECIAL CHRYSLER FLEET PURCHASE

SAVE $$$$

To Olds College  
for 100 years of 

quality eduation.
MacDon Industries Ltd. 

would like to send sincere 
congratulations to the 
faculty, students, and  

alumni of Olds College.

CONGRATS!

BY VICTORIA PATERSON
AF STAFF /CALGARY

D ow AgroSciences says it 
will demonstrate a her-
bicide with a new active 

herbicide across Canada this 
summer. Arylex, for control of 
broadleaf weeds in wheat and 
barley, is the member of a new 
Group 4 chemical family called 
Arylpicolinates. 

 “This will be the first place 

it’s launched in the world,” said 
Kelly Bennett, a portfolio market-
ing leader for Dow AgroSciences 
Canada. 

New active ingredients within 
herbicide classes don’t occur that 
often, Bennett said. 

Linda Hall, a professor with the 
agricultural, life and environmen-
tal sciences faculty at the Uni-
versity of Alberta, agreed. “New 
active ingredients are relatively 
rare,” she said. Hall said Group 
4 herbicides generally have a 

low selection rate for resistance. 
Low occurrences of resistance 
make the group’s mode of action 
important, Bennett said.

Arylex came out of Dow’s “dis-
covery pipeline” about six years 
ago, Bennett said, and since then 
they’ve been doing small-plot 
research trials. 

Arylex  was  f i rst  formally 
announced to the public at the 
Barley to Beer event in Lacombe 
in March, but Bennett couldn’t 
say when the new herbicides will 

hit the market. “We submitted for 
registration in September 2012 
and normal review timelines are 
18-24 months.” They’ll be starting 
with two broadleaf weed control 
products for wheat and barley.

Bennett said Arylex will have a 
low dose rate of five to 10 grams 
per hectare, and will be effective 
under a wide range of climatic 
conditions. He said it can be used 
to create broadleaf weed-control 
solutions by combining it with 
other ingredients. 

“From a chemistry standpoint 
it’s very flexible in terms of work-
ing with other active ingredients 
so that allows us to use it as a 
building block,” Bennett said.

While not familiar with Arylex 
itself, Hall said a product with 
high activity and a low dose rate 
is a positive thing. “The lower the 
amount of herbicide going into 
the environment the better,” she 
said.

victoria.paterson@fbcpublishing.

New active herbicide ingredient announced
Dow AgroSciences’ new ingredient Arylex has low dose rate, good for various climate conditions

OTTAWA / REUTERS
 

Canada is close to finalizing a 
long-delayed free trade deal 
with the European Union but 
will  not set a timetable for 
reaching an agreement, even 
though the EU is set to start 
talks with the United States, a 
top official said May 6.

Ottawa and Brussels started 
negotiations to open up access 
to each other’s economies in 
2009 and a deal was supposed 
to be concluded by the end of 
2011.

That deadline was pushed 
back to the end of 2012 but 
the two sides are still trying to 
resolve differences over how 
much beef Canada can export 
and how much freedom EU 
companies will have to bid for 
Canadian government con-
tracts.

“ O u r  n e g o t i a t o r s . . .  ( a r e ) 
bridging the very small, remain-
ing handful of issues. These are 
difficult discussions but our 
negotiators are finding creative 
ways of bridging the outstand-
ing gaps,” said Canadian Trade 
Minister Ed Fast.

EU officials say the bloc is 
already starting to switch its 
attention to the start of talks on 
a free trade deal with the United 
States, which has an economy 
10 times the size of Canada’s, 
in July.

“Our conclusion of  these 
negotiations will not be driven 
primarily by a calendar or a 
timetable. It will be driven by 
the quality of the deal,” Fast told 
the House of Commons trade 
committee.

Canadian and EU officials say 
a deal could generate around 
$28 billion in trade and new 
business a year.

F a s t  l a t e r  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s 
that the two sides were mak-
ing “excellent progress” but 
declined to give more details. 
Negotiators from the two sides 
started a three-day meeting in 
Brussels on Monday.

Ottawa 
says 
Canada 
close to EU 
free trade 
deal
Beef exports to EU 
remain a sticking point 
in negotiations
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WORLD
  PLOUGHING

ORGANIZATION

60TH WORLD PLOWING CHAMPIONSHIP
Celebrating a century of advancement in agriculture and its 
integral role to farmers around the world.

As a signature event marking the 100th anniversary of Olds College, the 2013 World Plowing 
Championship will be an international success. This event is scheduled for July 19 & 20, 2013 
and will host competitors from over 30 countries being viewed by over 5,000 spectators each day!

The variety of activities and experiences planned for the Championship in Olds are sure to leave 
an impression with competitors and with local and international guests attending any portion of 
the program.

The proceeds generated by the World Plowing Championship at Olds College will be directly 
invested into student awards and programming, leaving an everlasting legacy.

It truly will be an event to remember!

www.worldplowing2013.com 
or email kmoynihan@oldscollege.ca

PROUD SPONSORS
PLATINUM SPONSORS $50,000

GOLD SPONSORS $25,000

SILVER SPONSORS $10,000

BRONZE SPONSORS $5,000

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Ken Risi, Director of Development - (403) 556-4641 or krisi@oldscollege.ca

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE WORLD PLOWING CHAMPIONSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Kerry Moynihan, Centennial General Manager - (403) 556-4762 or kmoynihan@oldscollege.ca

WORLDPLOWING2013.COM
VISIT US ONLINE AT:

This advertisement is provided by                            in support of Olds College and the 60th World Plowing Championship.
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it is required for the proper functioning of our business. As part of 
our commitment to enhance customer service, we may share this 
personal information with other strategic business partners. For 
more information regarding our Customer Information Privacy Policy, 
write to: Information Protection Officer, Farm Business Communications, 
1666 Dublin Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0H1.

Occasionally we make our list of subscribers available to other 
reputable firms whose products and services might be of interest to you. 
If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please contact us at the 
address in the preceding paragraph, or call (204)-954-1456.

The editors and journalists who write, contribute and provide opinions 
to Alberta Farmer Express and Farm Business Communications attempt 
to provide accurate and useful opinions, information and analysis. 
However, the editors, journalists and Alberta Farmer Express and Farm 
Business Communications, cannot and do not guarantee the accuracy 
of the information contained in this publication and the editors as well 
as Alberta Farmer Express and Farm Business Communication assume no 
responsibility for any actions or decisions taken by any reader for this 
publication based on any and all information provided.

MAiL TO:   Alberta Farmer Express, Box 9800, Winnipeg, Manitoba   R3C 3K7      FAx TO:   403-341-0615      PhOnE in:  Toll-Free in Canada 1-888-413-3325  OR  (403) 341-0442 in Alberta

RegulaR Classified
•	 Minimum charge — $15.00 per week for first 25 

words or less and an additional 60 cents per word for 
every word over 25. Additional bolding 75 cents per 
word. GST is extra.  $2.50 billing charge is added 
to billed ads only.

• Terms: Payment due upon receipt of invoice.
•	 10% discount for prepaid ads. If phoning in your 

ad you must pay with VISA or MasterCard to qualify for 
discount.

• Ask about our Priority Placement
•	 Prepayment	Bonus:	Prepay for 3 weeks and get a 

bonus of 2 weeks; bonus weeks run consecutively 
and cannot be used separately from original ad; 
additions and changes accepted only during first 3 
weeks.

•	 If	you	wish	to	have	replies	sent	to	a	confidential	box	
number, please add $5.00 per week to your total. 
Count eight words for your address. Example: Ad XXXX, 
Alberta Farmer Express , Box 9800, Winnipeg, R3C 3K7.

•	 Your	complete	name	&	address	must	be	submitted	to	
our office before publication. (This information will be 
kept	confidential	&	will	not	appear	in	the	ad	unless	
requested.)

display Classified
•	 Advertising	copy	deviating	in	any	way	from	the	

regular classified style will be considered display 
and charged at the display rate of $34.30 per 
column inch ($2.45 per agate line).

•	 Minimum charge $34.30 per week.
•	 Illustrations	and	logos	are	allowed	with	full	

border.
•	 Advertising	rates	are	flat	with	no	discount	for	

frequency of insertion or volume of space used.
• Terms: Payment due upon receipt of invoice.
•	 Price	quoted	does	not	include	GST.

All classified ads are non-commissionable.

adveRtising Rates & infoRmation

advertising deadline 
Wednesday noon 

(2 weeks prior)

CLASSIFICATION   _____________________  

 No. of words   _________________   x    $0.60    x     No. of weeks   ______________   =    ______________  

Minimum charge $15.00 per week

Tributes/Memory
Announcements 
Airplanes
Alarms & Security Systems

ANTIqUES
Antiques For Sale
Antique Equipment
Antique Vehicle 
Antiques Wanted

Arenas

AUCTION SAlES
BC Auction
AB Auction Peace 
AB Auction North
AB Auction Central 
AB Auction South
SK Auction
MB Auction Parkland
MB Auction Westman 
MB Auction Interlake
MB Auction Red River 
Auction Various 
U.S. Auctions

Auction Schools

AUTO & TRANSPORT
Auto Service & Repairs
Auto & Truck Parts
Autos
Trucks
Semi Trucks
Sport Utilities 
Vans 
Vehicles 
Vehicles Wanted

BEEKEEPING 
Honey Bees 
Cutter Bees
Bee Equipment

Belting 
Bio Diesel Equipment 
Books & Magazines 

BUIlDING & RENOVATIONS
Concrete Repair 
Doors & Windows 
Electrical & Plumbing
Insulation
Lumber 
Roofing 
Building Supplies 
Buildings

Business Machines 
Business Opportunities 

BUSINESS SERVICES
Crop Consulting
Financial & Legal 
Insurance/Investments 

Butchers Supply 
Chemicals
Clothing/Work wear 
Collectibles 
Compressors 
Computers 

CONTRACTING
Custom Baling 

Custom Feeding 
Custom Harvest 
Custom Seeding 
Custom Silage 
Custom Spraying 
Custom Trucking 
Custom Tub Grinding 
Custom Work

Construction Equipment 
Dairy Equipment 
Electrical 
Engines 
Entertainment 
Fertilizer

FARM MAChINERy
Aeration 
Conveyors 
Equipment Monitors 
Fertilizer Equip 
Grain Augers 
Grains Bins 
Grain Carts 
Grain Cleaners 
Grain Dryers 
Grain Elevators 
Grain Handling 
Grain Testers 
Grain Vacuums 
haying & harvesting

Baling Equipment 
Mower Conditioners 
Swathers 
Swather Accessories 
Haying & Harvesting Various 

Combines
Belarus
Case/IH
Cl 
Caterpillar Lexion
Deutz
Ford/NH 
Gleaner 
John Deere 
Massey Ferguson 
Versatile 
White 
Combines Various
Combine Accessories

Hydraulics 
Irrigation Equipment 
Loaders & Dozers 
Parts & Accessories 
Salvage 
Potato & Row Crop Equipment 
Repairs 
Rockpickers 
Snowblowers/Plows 
Silage Equipment 
Specialty Equipment 
Spraying
Sprayers
Spray Various 
Tillage & Seeding

Air Drills 
Air Seeders 
Harrows & Packers 
Seeding Various 
Tillage Equipment 
Tillage & Seeding Various 

Tractors
Agco 
Allis/Deutz 

Belarus 
Case/IH 
Caterpillar 
Ford 
John Deere 
Kubota 
Massey Ferguson 
New Holland 
Steiger 
Universal 
Versatile 
White 
Zetor 
Tractors 2WD 
Tractors 4WD 
Tractors Various 

Farm Machinery Miscellaneous 
Farm Machinery Wanted 

Fencing 
Firewood 
Fish Farm 
Forestry/Logging 
Fork Lifts/Pallets 
Fur Farming 
Generators 
GPS 
Health Care 
Heat & Air Conditioning 
Hides/Furs/Leathers 
Hobby & Handicrafts 
Household Items 

lANDSCAPING
Greenhouses 
Lawn & Garden 

lIVESTOCK Cattle
Cattle Auctions  
Angus 
Black Angus 
Red Angus 
Aryshire 
Belgian Blue 
Blonde d'Aquitaine 
Brahman 
Brangus 
Braunvieh 
BueLingo 
Charolais 
Dairy 
Dexter 
Excellerator 
Galloway 
Gelbvieh 
Guernsey 
Hereford 
Highland 
Holstein 
Jersey 
Limousin 
Lowline 
Luing 
Maine-Anjou 
Miniature 
Murray Grey 
Piedmontese 
Pinzgauer 
Red Poll 
Salers 
Santa Gertrudis 
Shaver Beefblend 
Shorthorn 
Simmental

South Devon
Speckle Park
Tarentaise 
Texas Longhorn 
Wagyu 
Welsh Black 
Cattle Composite 
Cattle Various 
Cattle Wanted

lIVESTOCK horses 
Horse Auctions 
American Saddlebred 
Appaloosa
Arabian 
Belgian 
Canadian 
Clydesdale 
Draft 
Donkeys 
Haflinger 
Miniature 
Morgan 
Mules 
Norwegian Ford 
Paint 
Palomino 
Percheron 
Peruvian 
Pinto 
Ponies 
Quarter Horse 
Shetland 
Sport Horses 
Standardbred 
Tennessee Walker 
Thoroughbred 
Warmblood 
Welsh 
Horses For Sale 
Horses Wanted 

lIVESTOCK Sheep
Sheep Auction 
Arcott 
Columbia 
Dorper 
Dorset 
Katahdin 
Lincoln 
Suffolk 
Texel Sheep 
Sheep For Sale 
Sheep Wanted 

lIVESTOCK Swine
Swine Auction 
Swine For Sale 
Swine Wanted 

lIVESTOCK Poultry
Poultry For Sale 
Poultry Wanted 

lIVESTOCK Specialty
Alpacas 
Bison (Buffalo) 
Deer 
Elk 
Goats 
Llama 
Rabbits 
Emu Ostrich Rhea 
Yaks 
Specialty Livestock Various 

Livestock Equipment 
Livestock Services & Vet Supplies 
Miscellaneous Articles 

Miscellaneous Articles Wanted 
Musical 
Notices 
On-Line Services 

ORGANIC
Organic Certified 
Organic Food 
Organic Grains 

Personal 
Pest Control
Pets & Supplies 
Photography 
Propane 
Pumps 
Radio, TV & Satellite 

REAl ESTATE
Vacation Property 
Commercial Buildings 
Condos 
Cottages & Lots 
Houses & Lots 
Mobile Homes 
Motels & Hotels 
Resorts 
Farms & Ranches

British Columbia 
Alberta 
Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 
Pastures 
Farms Wanted 
Acreages/Hobby Farms 

Land For Sale 
Land For Rent 

RECREATIONAl VEhIClES
All Terrain Vehicles 
Boats & Water 
Campers & Trailers 
Golf Carts 
Motor Homes 
Motorcycles 
Snowmobiles

Recycling
Refrigeration
Restaurant Supplies
Sausage Equipment 
Sawmills 
Scales 

SEED/FEED/GRAIN
Pedigreed Cereal Seeds

Barley 
Durum 
Oats 
Rye 
Triticale 
Wheat 
Cereals Various 

Pedigreed Forage Seeds
Alfalfa 
Annual Forage 
Clover 
Forages Various 
Grass Seeds 

Pedigreed Oilseeds
Canola 
Flax 
Oilseeds Various 

Pedigreed Pulse Crops
Beans 
Chickpeas 

Lentil 
Peas 
Pulses Various 

Pedigreed Specialty Crops
Canary Seeds 
Mustard 
Potatoes 
Sunflower 
Specialty Crops Various

Common Seed 
Cereal Seeds 
Forage Seeds 
Grass Seeds 
Oilseeds 
Pulse Crops 
Common Seed Various 

Feed/Grain
Feed Grain 
Hay & Straw 
Hay & Feed Wanted 
Feed Wanted 
Grain Wanted 
Seed Wanted 

Sewing Machines 
Sharpening Services 
Silos 
Sporting Goods 
Outfitters 
Stamps & Coins 
Swap 
Tanks 
Tarpaulins 
Tenders 
Tickets 
Tires 
Tools 

TRAIlERS
Grain Trailers 
Livestock Trailers 
Trailers Miscellaneous 

Travel 
Water Pumps 
Water Treatment 
Welding 
Well Drilling 
Well & Cistern  
Winches 

COMMUNITy CAlENDAR
British Columbia 
Alberta 
Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 

CAREERS
Career Training 
Child Care 
Construction 
Domestic Services 
Farm/Ranch 
Forestry/Log 
Health Care 
Help Wanted 
Management
Mining 
Oil Field 
Professional 
Resume Services 
Sales/Marketing 
Trades/Tech 
Truck Drivers 
Employment Wanted 

inDEx

Even if you do not want your name & address to appear in your ad, we need the information for our files.

1-888-413-3325  •  abclassifieds@fbcpublishing.com 



27ALBERTAFARMEXPRESS.CA  •  MAY 13, 2013

SHIELDS
FARM, RANCH, REAL ESTATE
& COMMERCIAL

Email: john@shieldsauctionservices.com  • Phone: 403-464-0202

AUCTION SERVICE LTD. 
General Auction Services since 1960

FARM  MACHINERY
Grain Handling

Tired of shovelling out your bins, 
unhealthy dust and awkward augers?

Fergus, ON: (519) 787-8227
Carman, MB: (204) 745-2951
Davidson, SK: (306) 567-3031

Tired of shovelling out your bins, 
AGRI-VACS

Walinga manufactures a 
complete line of grain 
vacs to suit your every 
need. With no filters to 
plug and less damage 
done to your product than 
an auger, you’re sure to 
find the right system to 
suit you. Call now for a free 
demonstration or trade in your 
old vac towards a new WALINGA AGRI-VACS

SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS
Grain Wanted

BUYING HEATED/DAMAGED PEAS, FLAX & 
GRAIN “On Farm Pickup” Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252

BUYING SPRING THRASHED CANOLA & GRAIN 
“On Farm Pickup” Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252

“ON FARM PICK UP” 
1-877-250-5252

BUYING:
HEATED & GREEN 

CANOLA
• Competitive Prices
• Prompt Movement
• Spring Thrashed

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN

1-877-641-2798

BOW VALLEY TRADING LTD.

Wheat,
Barley, Oats,  
Peas, etc.
Green or Heated Canola/Flax

Buying Spring Thrashed, 
Heated, Green, Canola, Freight 

Options, Prompt Payment
Bonded and Insured

CALL 1-866-388-6284
www.milliganbiofuels.com

CANOLA WANTEDCANOLA WANTED

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CANADIAN HERITAGE BREEDS.COM SPRING 
Sale May 25, Sat.11-3 Red Deer Westerner Park, 
Poultry, Turkeys, Waterfowl, Rabbit, Sheep, Goats, 
Perennials. Started Vegetables, Bedding Plants, 
Antiques, Crafts,etc. To reserve vendor space con-
tact: Liz Munro 403-391-8697

AUTO & TRANSPORT

AUTO  &  TRANSPORT
Auto & Truck Parts

NEW TRUCK ENGINE REBUILD kits, high quality 
Cummins, B&C series engines 3.9, 5.9, and 8.3, 
also IH trucks, great savings, our 39th year! 
1-800-481-1353 www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com

AUCTION SALES
Auctions Various

AUCTION SALES
Auctions Various

BUILDINGS

40’ X 60’ X 16’ 
RIGID FRAME 

STEEL 
BUILDING

$28,418
When you go with 
steel you get the 

right deals!

Pioneer One Steel Buildings
Call toll free 1 (877) 525-2004 or see us online at www.pioneeronesteel.com

BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS  SERVICES
Crop Consulting

FARM CHEMICAL SEED COMPLAINTS
We also specialize in: Crop Insurance appeals; 

Chemical drift; Residual herbicide; Custom operator 
issues; Equipment malfunction; Yield comparisons, 
Plus Private Investigations of any nature. With our 

assistance the majority of our clients have received 
compensation previously denied. Back-Track 

Investigations investigates, documents your loss and 
assists in settling your claim.
Licensed Agrologist on Staff.

For more information
Please call 1-866-882-4779

CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING
Custom Work

CUSTOM BIN MOVING AVAILABLE, 14-19ft bins, 
w/or without � oor, hoppers, � at bottoms, also selling 
new or used bins, call Wayne anytime 
(780)632-0455

ENGINES

ASSORTED DEUTZ AND OTHER  diesel engines. 
KMK Sales, (800)565-0500, Humboldt, SK.

ENGINE REBUILD KITS FOR most makes and 
models of tractors, great selection, thousands of 
parts! Service manuals, super savings, Our 39th 
year, www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com. 
1-800-481-1353

FARM MACHINERY

FARM  MACHINERY
Haying & Harvesting – Baling

WANTED: JD 7810 c/w fel & 3pth; sp or pto bale 
wagon;  JD or IHC end wheel drills. Small square 
baler.   (877)330-4477

Combines

FARM  MACHINERY
Combine – Various

COMBINE WORLD located 20 min. E of 
Saskatoon, SK on Hwy. #16. 1 year warranty on 
all new, used, and rebuilt parts. Canada’s largest 
inventory of late model combines & swathers. 
1-800-667-4515 www.combineworld.com

Combine ACCessories

FARM  MACHINERY
Combine – Accessories

CIH 1010 22-1/2FT, STRAIGHT cut header, w/pu 
reel, excellent condition, $7,000, OBO  
(403)784-3248, Clive, Ab.

RECONDITIONED COMBINE HEADERS. RIGID 
and � ex, most makes and sizes; also header trans-
ports. Ed Lorenz, (306)344-4811 or Website: 
www.straightcutheaders.com Paradise Hill, SK.

JD 9430, 9530, 9630. 
JD 9410R, 9460R, 9560R
JD 9400, 9420, 9520, 8970
JD 7810 & 7210, FWA
JD 9860, 9760, 9750, 9650, 9600
JD 9430, 9530, 9630
CIH 8010 w/RWD, lateral tilt, duals 900 hrs.
Case STX 375, 425, 430, 450, 480,
   500, 530
CIH 8010-2388, 2188 combine
CIH 435Q, 535Q, 450Q, 550Q, 600Q
    pto avail.
535 Quad track w/PTO
920 Fendt 3500Hrs, Excellent Condition

8100 Wilmar Sprayer
JD 4710, 4720, 4730, 4830, 4920, 
   4930 SP sprayers
JD 9770 & 9870 w/CM & duals
CIH 3185, 3230, 3330, 4430, 4420 sprayers

lateral tilt, duals 900 hrs.

“LIKE MANY BEFORE, WE’LL HAVE YOU SAYING
THERE’S NO DEAL LIKE A KEN DEAL”

•Phone: (403)526-9644 •Cell: (403)504-4929
•Greg Dorsett (403)952-6622 •Email: kendeal@shaw.ca

 GOOD SELECTION OF CASE QUAD 
TRACKS 500-550 & 600’’S 

Many Other 4WD’s Available! 

BUILDINGS

FARM  MACHINERY
Parts & Accessories

NEW WOBBLE BOXES for JD, IH, MacDon 
headers. Made in Europe, factory quality. Get 
it direct from Western Canada’s sole distributor 
starting at $1,095. 1-800-667-4515.
www.combineworld.com

Spraying EquipmEnt

FARM  MACHINERY
Sprayers

MELROE 116 SPRA-COUPE 51FT w/15” spacings 
for better chemical coverage, � oatation tires, eco-
nomical VW engine w/4spd. trans. shedded, 
$6,250. (403)666-2111

Tillage & Seeding

FARM  MACHINERY
Tillage & Seeding – Air Drills

28 FT SEED-O-VATOR, NEW noble model 9000, 
192 air tank, Good Conditon, (403)934-0940, Glei-
chen, Ab.

FARM  MACHINERY
Tillage & Seeding – Tillage

33-1/2FT MF 820 DISC, medium duty, notched FT, 
19in. smooth rear pans 20in. no welds. Tandem 
wheels on center section, $14,500. (403)666-2111

FARM  MACHINERY
Tillage & Seeding – Various

48FT BOURGAULT PACKER BAR. series 4000 
wing up model, heavy P30 packers. tandem wheels 
on centre section. very little use. like new condition. 
over $50,000 new. $17,500. (403)666-2111

48FT WILLRICH CHISEL PLOW, HD, 5plex 
w/mounted harrows. original harrow tines still 
measure 12in. walking tandems on centre section. 
heavy trip shanks on a very well built machine, no 
welds, $18,500. (403)666-2111

TracTors

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – John Deere

JD TRACTORS, SPECIALIZING IN quality engine 
rebuild kits, great selection, thousands of parts, su-
per savings, Our 39th year, 1-800-481-1353 
www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com 

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – Various

NEW TRACTOR PARTS AND specializing in en-
gine rebuild kits, great selection, super savings! Not 
all parts online, service manuals and decals, Our 
39th year, www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com 
1-800-481-1353

JD 3140, 3pth loader
JD 4020, loader available

JD 4440, 158 loader 
JD 4560, FWA, 280 loader
Jd 6300 FWA, 3pth, loader 
JD 7410, FWA, C/W Loader
JD 7610, FWA, C/W loader

JD 746 loader, new
Cat Skidsteer, 256C, 1000 Hrs.

Mustang 2044 Skidsteer, 1300 Hrs.
Kello 10ft. Model 210 disc.

Clamp on Duals, 20.8x38-18.4x38
158 & 148, 265, 740.280, JD loaders

FINANCE, TRADES WELCOME
780-696-3527, BRETON, AB

Double LL Industries
780.905.8565   Nisku, Alberta

Case Ih 
585

52 HP, 1745 Hours, Diesel, 
3PTH, With Ezee-on 60 Loader

$8,800
www.doublellindustries.com

1986 John Deere 
410B

Extendahoe, 4x4, 
6255 Hours

$28,500

983 Kubota L245 
Offset Tractor

High Clearance, 1368 Hours, 
3PTH, Mid Mount Cultivators

$8,800

2009 Massey 
Ferguson 1533

FWA, 33 Hp Diesel, 
498 Hours, 3PTH

$13,500

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – Various

Big Tractor Parts,
Inc.

1-800-982-1769
www.bigtractorparts.com

STEIGER TRACTOR SPECIALIST

Geared For
The Future 

1.  10-25% savings on new replacement
parts for your Steiger drive train.

2.  We rebuild axles, transmissions 
and dropboxes with ONE YEAR 
WARRANTY.

3.  50% savings on used parts.

RED OR GREEN

FARM  MACHINERY
Machinery Miscellaneous

3 BUNNING MANURE SPREADERS for rent,   
Custom corral cleaning, call Lawrence 
(403)588-4787;  Bunning spreaders on trucks. Call 
Shane 403-588-1146

ACREAGE EQUIPMENT: CULTIVATORS, DISCS, 
Plows, Blades, Post pounders, Haying Equipment, 
Etc. (780)892-3092, Wabamun, Ab.

JD 7520 FWD 741 loader/grapple; Jd 4020 w/load-
er; JD 8820 914 Header PU & 30ft. head; MF 860 
6cyl, pu & 20ft head; D7G Cats w/ripper, tilts; Ford 
7000 diesel vac truck, mf 65 w/3pth, grain trucks, 
augers and cultivators. (306)236-8023

RETIRED SALE: JD 702 10 wheel V-rake, $5,100; 
LZB JD hoe drill, 12-ft w/7-in spacing,  ̈ne seed & 
fertilizer box, stored inside, excellent condition 
$3,200; NH 575 small square baler, stored inside 
since overhaul, w/hyd toungue & bale tension, 
$9,500. Phone:(403)932-5522. Cochrane.

SEED DRILLS  6200 24ft. rubber packers, fertilizer, 
factory transport shedded; IH 5100 end wheel drill, 
w/fertilizer attachment; IH #10 end wheel drill 
w/grass and fertilizer; hyd drill mover, 24ft; #10 
deep tillage; IH 12ft deep tillage IH.;  12ft MF disc. 
with hyd. gas tanks and stands.  (780)919-9985

FARM  MACHINERY
Sprayers

FARM  MACHINERY
Sprayers

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – Various

2005 STX CIH 450 Tractor, P/S, deluxe cab, triples, 
520x85-46 good, Serviced and ready to go ........$185,000

Flexicoil 6 run seed treater ................................ $2,000
60’ Flexicoil S95 harrow packer draw bar, tandem wheels, 

P30 packers, fair shape ......................................... $6,500
134’ Flexicoil S68XL sprayer, 2007, suspended boom, 

auto rate, joystick, rinse tank, triple quick jets, auto boom 
height, electric end nozzle & foam marker .............$39,500

130’ Flexicoil 67XL PT sprayer, 2006,trail boom, auto
rate, rinse tank, hyd. pump, combo jets, nice shape ....$26,500
30’ 8230 CIH PT swather, PU reel, nice shape,..$10,000
25ft Hesston 1200 PT swather, Bat reel, 

nice shape  .......................................................... $7,500
21’ 4600 Prairie Star PT swather, UII pu reel, 

nice shape .............................................................$5000
16’ NH 2300 hay header & conditioner

from NH 2450 swather, nice cond. ......................... $5,000
1372 MF 13’ swing arm discbine 4yrs, like new $20,000
MATR 10 wheel V-Hayrake, hyd. fold, as new .... $5,250
New Sakundiak 10x1200 (39.97’) 36HP Kohler eng., 
E-Kay mover, Power steering, electric belt tightener, 
work lights, slimfi t, 12 gal. fuel tank  ......................$18,500
New Sakundiak 7x1200 (39.97’), 22HP Robin-Subaru 

eng.,w/Winter Kit, battery & fuel tank, new tires ..... $7,500
New E-Kay 7”, 8”, 9” Bin Sweeps .........................Call
Flexicoil 10”x 50’ Grain auger ......................... $2,500
7721 JD PT combine, decent cond. ....................... $5,000
7701 JD PT combine, new concaves & rub bars ..... $4,000
Jiffy feed wagon, like new, hardly used ....................$9,250
18.4”x30” tractor grip tires on rims ..........................Call
New Outback Max GPS Guidance 

Monitor Available ...................................................Call
New Outback MAX, STX, STS, E-Drive TC’s ...................Call
New Outback STS, E drive TC’s ...............................In Stock
New Outback E drive X c/w free E turns .....................Call
New Outback S-Lite ................................................$900
Used Outback 360 mapping...................................$750
Used Outback S guidance .......................................$750
Used Outback S2 guidance ................................. $1,000
Used Outback E TC drive Hyd. Kits.

(JD,Case, Cat & NH) .................................................$500
WANTED: 8820 JD Combine, nice condition

** NuVision, Sakundiak & Farm King Augers, Outback GPS Systems, EK 
Auger Movers, Belt Tighteners, Sweeps, & Crop  Dividers, Kohler Robin 

Subaru engines, Degelman, Headsight Harvesting Solutions**

(403) 540-7691
ronsauer@shaw.ca

RON SAUER 
MACHINERY LTD.

FARM  MACHINERY
Machinery Wanted

WANTED: NH 8500 ROUND bale wagon. Phone  
(406)883-2118

WANTED: NH BALE WAGONS & retrievers, any 
condition. Farm Equipment Finding Service, P.O. 
Box 1363, Polson, MT 59860. (406)883-2118

WANTED: POST POUNDER, PREFER trailer type. 
(403)886-4285

HEAT  &  AIR CONDITIONING

The Icynene Insulation 
System® 

• Sprayed foam insulation 
• Ideal for shops, barns or homes 
• Healthier, Quieter, More 
 Energy Efficient® 

www.penta.ca 1-800-587-4711

LIVESTOCK

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Angus

PB RED & BLACK Angus yearling bulls for sale. 
Canadian pedigrees, semen tested. Phone 
(780)336-4009, Kinsella, AB.

FARMING 
IS ENOUGH OF A GAMBLE...

1-888-413-3325

Advertise in the Alberta Farmer 
Express Classifieds, 

it’s a Sure Thing!

Buy and Sell 
anything you 

need through the

1-888-413-3325

We know that farming is enough of a gamble so if you 
want to sell it fast place your ad in the Alberta Farmer 
Express classi  ̈eds. It’s a Sure Thing. Call our toll-free 
number today. We have friendly staff ready to help. 
1-888-413-3325. 

Stretch your 
ADVERTISING DOLLAR!

1-888-413-3325
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LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Angus

“PUREBRED- BLACK ANGUS AND Polled Here-
ford bulls. 2yr olds. Buyer’s choice $2,500. Double  
N Ranch Sundre. Gerald & Shelley 403-638-2356

REGISTERED RED & BLACK ANGUS YEARLING 
bulls, quiet, various birthweights 70lb and up, se- 
men tested, delivered, $2,500. Bellshill Angus, Lou- 
gheed Ab. (780)386-2150, 780-888-1374

UNREGISTERED RED ANGUS BULLS for sale, 
born April, Light birthweights, semen tested, $1800.  
Bellshill Angus (780)386-2150, (780)888-1087,  
Lougheed, Ab.

YEARLING RED/BLACK ANGUS heifer bulls,  light 
birth weight, $1,800. (780)888-2123,  or  
(780)384-2354, (780)888-7585 Sedgewick, Alberta

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Hereford

POLLED HEREFORD YEARLING BULLS for sale 
by private treaty. Moderate birth weights, ultra- 
sound carcass data, docile, semen tested. CHES- 
TERMERE HEREFORDS, D.J. Bricker & Sons  
Didsbury, AB. Home:(403)335-8571 Mobile:  
(403)815-9038

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Simmental

SIMMENTAL BULLS FOR SALE, yearlings, full 
bloods and purebreds, horned & polled, strong  
Fleckvieh influence, Chalk Hill Simmentals, phone  
403-638-4269

LIVESTOCK
Sheep For Sale

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 7th Annual Pound Maker 
Ram Sale, 110 yearling rams sell by auction, Thurs- 
day May 23, 2013 at Ford Macleod Alberta. Suffolk,  
Dorset, Hampshire, Rambouillet, North Country  
Cheviot, Charolais and Coloured. For more infor- 
mation call Warren 403-625-6519

Specialty
LIVESTOCK

Livestock Equipment

5’X10’ PORTABLE CORRAL PANELS, 6 bar. New 
improved design. Storage Containers, 20’ & 40’   
1-866-517-8335, (403)540-4164, (403)226-1722

ORGANIC
ORGANIC

Organic – Grains

For more information,
please contact Sandy at: 

306-975-9251
306-975-1166

sjolicoeur@bioriginal.com

Bioriginal Food & Science Corp., based 
in Saskatoon, is actively buying 

Organic Flax from the 2012 crop year.

If interested, please send a 5lbs sample* to 
the following address:

Attn: Sandy Jolicoeur
Bioriginal Food & Science Corp.

102 Melville Street
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

S7J 0R1
*Please state the Variety & Quantity for Sale

PERSONAL

AVAILABLE BACHELORETTES

At 39, 5’6 138 
lbs I have my life 
in order, I have 
great girlfriends, 
a nice home, my 
wonderful canine 
c o m p a n i o n , 
and I am very 
successful at 

what I do. Money is 
no concern for me,  I am heathly in 

great shape, look good in blue jeans, I’ve 
been told I have a nice booty, but I have 
a personality & brains too. I love sports, I 
enjoy being out on the water on a summers 
day, with the sun shinning. I love chilling 
at bar with great food, watching a game 
too.  Love motors sports & motor cycles, 
I was previous a model for a major beer 
company, but now that I am older & wiser 
all that stuff is only fun once in while I 
am looking for my 
soulmate. I like to 
cook, I enjoy dancing 
& yes I do attend 
church. I give back 
to my community 
& believe love 
conquers all. 
Mirander Lambert 
is a lady I admire. 

At 39, 5’6 138 
lbs I have my life 
in order, I have 
great girlfriends, 
a nice home, my 
wonderful canine 
c o m p a n i o n , 
and I am very 
successful at 

what I do. Money is 

all that stuff is only fun once in while I 
am looking for my 
soulmate. I like to 
cook, I enjoy dancing 
& yes I do attend 
church. I give back 
to my community 
& believe love 
conquers all. 
Mirander Lambert 

Matchmakers Select
1-888-916-2824

www.selectintroductions.com
Customized Service, Guaranteed Membership, 

Thorough Screening Process

Single, Selective, Rural, Agriculture, 
Remote, Country Divorced, Widowed, 

Never Married, Separated

REAL ESTATE

REAL  ESTATE
Mobile Homes

CANADA SINGLE FAMILY HOME NEW 16 wide & 
20 wide MODULAR HOMES at GREAT prices.  
(218)751-7720 frontierhomesonline.com

REAL  ESTATE
Farms & Ranches – Manitoba

Ranch for Sale by Retiring Owners: 23 quarters; 3
deeded, 18 leased, 2 rented. 600-ac Grain/Hay.
House 3456 sqft Cattle ,machinery. Call Larry: 204-
448-2053 Cell 204-447-7587 larlyn@inetlink.ca

REAL  ESTATE
Land For Sale

320 ACRES BORDERING THE town of Crossfield, 
huge development potential, half mile to golf  
course, 15 minutes to Balzac Racetrack and Iron- 
cross mall, 20 minutes to Calgary airport. Would  
make great equestial centre with miles of dirt trails  
connected to property. $4,200,000. (403)224-2265

3/PARCELS LAND FOR sale, one 72/ac, one 
71/ac, one 153/ac parcel, all seeded to hay,  within  
4 miles of Meadow Lake, call after 7PM  
(306)236-6746

REAL  ESTATE
Land For Rent

PASTURE AVAILABLE FOR CATTLE, large or 
small groups, Cando, Saskatchewan,  
(306)937-3503

PEDIGREED SEED

PEDIGREED SEED
Specialty – Various

Bioriginal Food & Science Corp., based 
in Saskatoon, are looking to contract 
Borage acres for the upcoming 2013 

growing season.

�  Great profit potential based on high 
     yields, high prices and low input costs.

�  Attractive oil premiums and free 
     on-farm pick-up.

�  Flexible contracting options 
     available as well.

For more information,
please contact Bioriginal at: 

306-229-9976 (cell)
306-975-9271 (office)
crops@bioriginal.com

SEED / FEED / GRAIN

SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS
Feed Grain

BUYING ALL TYPES OF feed grain. Also have 
market for light offgrade or heated, picked up on the  
farm. Eisses Grain Marketing 1-888-882-7803,  
(403)350-8777 Lacombe.

FEED GRAIN WANTED! ALSO buying; Light, 
tough, or offgrade grains. “On Farm Pickup” West- 
can Feed & Grain 1-877-250-5252

NOW
BUYING
OATS!

ALL GRADES
Competitive Rates

Prompt Payment

PAUL MOWER
403-304-1496

DAVE KOEHN
403-546-0060

LINDEN, ALBERTA CANADA

SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS
Hay & Straw

150 LARGE ROUND TIMOTHY/GRASS mix, 
$50/Bale,   75 no rain, 75 little rain. (403)888-9714

5000 SQUARE HAY bales, Horse quality, shedded, 
$4/per bale (780)967-2593, Calahoo, Ab.

TIRES

FEDERATION TIRE: 1100X12, 2000X20, used air-
craft. Toll free 1-888-452-3850

KING
SALMON
CHESAPEAKE CHARTERS

**ALL INCLUSIVE**
3 & 4 DAY CHARTERS

778-983-2018
claudegourlin@hotmail.com

www.salmoncharters.ca

PRINCE RUPERT
BRITISH COLUMBIA

TIRES

New 30.5L-32 16 ply, $2,195; 20.8-38 12 ply 
$866; 18.4-38 12 ply; $898; 24.5-32 14 ply, 
$1,749; 14.9-24 12 ply, $486; 16.9-28 12 ply 
$558, 18.4-26 10 ply, $890. Factory direct. More 
sizes available new and used. 1-800-667-4515. 
www.combineworld.com

TRAVEL

TRAVELTRAVEL

Rural & Cultural Tours
Ireland ~ June 2013

International Plowing Match/ 
Canadian Rockies ~ July 2013

Alaska Land/Cruise ~ August 2013
Italy/Greek Isle Cruise ~ Oct 2013

Mississippi Cruise ~ Oct 2013
Smoky Mountains/ 

Nashville Tour ~ Oct 2013
Branson/Tennessee Tour ~ Oct 2013

Australia/New Zealand 
Grand Tour ~ Jan 2014

*Portion of tours may be tax Deductible

Select Holidays 1-800-661-4326
www.selectholidays.com

WATER  PUMPS

CAREERS

CAREERS
Help Wanted

Cattle Ranch Labourer (General Farm Help). Double F
Farms, located in Kirriemuir, AB is seeking F/T, sea-
sonal Cattle Ranch Labourer’s to feed/tend animals,
operate farm machinery, clean stables/barns/pens
from June- approx. mid-Dec, $15/hr. No experience
required. Fax resume to (403)552-3751 or email
craigference@hotmail.com

CAREERS
Employment Wanted

Agricultural Collateral Inspection and Appraisals 
Ag background required. Training course available.   
visit www.amagappraisers.com or Call  
800-488-7570

New Water Pumps

Tough brand new PTO driven, 12 inch auger pumps.
Hose, Reel, PTO shaft available. Will not plug or
seize. Delivery in MB or East SK. $7000. Contact Jan;
(204)868-5334. cardaletechcorp@gmail.com

New Water Pumps

Tough brand new PTO driven, 12 inch auger pumps.
Hose, Reel, PTO shaft available. Will not plug or
seize. Delivery in MB or East SK. $7000. Contact Jan;
(204)868-5334. cardaletechcorp@gmail.com

We know that farming is enough of a gamble so if you 
want to sell it fast place your ad in the Alberta Farmer 
Express classifieds. It’s a Sure Thing. Call our toll-free 
number today. We have friendly staff ready to help. 
1-888-413-3325. 

Round up the cash! Advertise your unwanted equip-
ment in the Alberta Farmer Express classifieds.

Farming is enough of a gamble, advertise in the Alber-
ta Farmer Express classified section. It’s a sure thing. 
1-888-413-3325.

Stretch your 
ADVERTISING DOLLAR!

1-888-413-3325
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By Victoria Paterson
af staff /calgary

H igh feed prices, over-
supply and lower con-
s u m e r  d e m a n d  a r e 

some of the factors believed 
to be causing the falling price 
of lamb, say industry ana-
lysts.

“I would suggest that it’s 
mostly a demand-and-sup-
ply type of issue,” said chris 
Panter, a provincial livestock 
market analyst with alberta 
agriculture.  He said since 
the historic 2011 peak, rail-
grade prices for lamb have 
fallen about 45 per cent. live 
prices have fallen about the 
same. the prices are down 
about 20 per cent from the 
five-year average.

Over  the last  few years, 
producers were building up 
herds and the supply shrank, 

driving up prices. But then 
the U.s. drought hit, forcing 
many lambs on the market. 
U.s. prices dropped and can-
ada’s have followed suit. 

P a n t e r  a l s o  s a i d  t h e 
global demand for lamb has 
dropped a  bi t ,  though in 
canada consumption is still 
higher now than it was in the 
1980s and early 1990s. 

the price of feed is  also 
high, which raises the break-
even point for  producers, 
Panter said. the big season 
for lamb — Easter — came 
early  this  year.  Now con -
sumers are in a transition 
between Easter and barbecue 
season, and Panter said it’s 
hard to predict what might 
happen for lamb when peo-
ple go shopping for meat to 
grill.

the chair of alberta lamb 
Producers (alP) also cited 
high feed prices and a glut 

of lamb on the markets. 
“It’s not a canadian thing. 

It’s a global thing,” said ron-
ald den Broeder. He said in 
2012 producers took a wait-
and-see approach as prices 
started dropping, but now 
that  they’re  into the sec-
ond year of falling prices it’s 

going to be harder for pro-
ducers to absorb the lower 
prices. 

Producers have had mixed 
reactions to the lower prices, 
with some considering leav-
ing the industry while others 
think it might be a good time 
to get in, said den Broeder. 

“We’ve worked hard the 
last four or five years to make 
the sheep industry a notable 
industry and a serious indus-
try and if  these prices are 
going to stay the way they 
are, people have to pay bills 
and they might be forced to 
different things,” den Bro-
eder said. the alP has been 
communicating as much as 
it can about the price issue 
to its members and is tak-
ing their input and ideas, he 
said.

Dwayne Beaton,  cEO of 
sungold specialty Meats, a 
large lamb processor based 

in Innisfail, also listed lessen-
ing global demand, oversup-
ply due to the U.s. drought 
and high feed prices as fac-
tors in the price drop. 

“It’s kind of a perfect storm 
scenario where a number of 
things all  happened at the 
same time to cause the price 
to go down,” Beaton said. 
“Especial ly  in  the United 
states there’s been a decrease 
i n  c o n s u m e r  d e m a n d  f o r 
lamb products, so that com-
bined with the supply issue 
where ewe lambs are being 
sold by producers who don’t 
want to feed because it’s too 
expensive, the two of them 
together create a decrease 
in price,” Beaton said. after 
prices hitting historic highs, 
“there ultimately had to be a 
correction,” he said.

victoria.paterson@
fbcpublishing.com

Supply and demand part of  
global lamb price drop: experts
After historic highs in 2011, lamb prices are 20 per cent below five-year average

“It’s kind of a perfect 

storm scenario where 

a number of things all 

happened at the same 

time to cause the price to 

go down.”

Dwayne Beaton

U.S. beef priceS hit 10-year high
U.S. beef prices jumped to a 10-year high in early May as the arrival of warm, dry weather had backyard 
chefs firing up grills. The wholesale price of choice beef, or cut-out, jumped $3.10 to $199.49 per 100 pounds 
(cwt), the highest since $200.65 on Oct. 20, 2003, according to USDA data. “We’ve not yet seen the big 
demand push we normally get by this time of year because of weather issues. But the cut-out surge sug-
gests a kick-start for grilling, Mother’s Day features and Memorial Day bookings,” said Don Roose, analyst 
with U.S. Commodities in Des Moines, Iowa. Consumers already are paying record-high prices for beef and 
the latest surge in the wholesale market may push supermarket prices even higher. — Reuters

find alberta StableS
If you are looking for a stable to board your horse or you are a stable owner/
manager interested in attracting clients, the Alberta Stables Initiative web-
site at www.findalbertastables.com has over 600 Alberta stables listed. You 
can print off a boarding stable checklist to help you to ask the right ques-
tions and keep track of each facility you visit. Listings have detailed informa-
tion and photos of stables and other features such as an events calendar, 
educational opportunities, and product and service discounts.



30 MAY 13, 2013  •  ALBERTAFARMEXPRESS.CA

www.simmental.com
Canadian Simmental Association....  

leading the industry through 
genomic research initiatives

For a complete agenda and further details 
please visit www.simmentalinnovations.com 

or www.simmental.com
or call 403-250-7979 

JULY 15 & 16, 2013 
CALGARY, AB

Agenda will include leading genomic researchers 
from Canada, Australia, Ireland & the United States 
along with cutting-edge sector representatives who 

are utilizing genomic technologies in their business.

BEEF INNOVATIONS 

BY CHRIS VELLACOTT
LONDON / REUTERS

B ritish private-equity firm 
Electra Partners is selling 
out of animal-tagging com-

pany Allflex after 14 years, bank-
ing the rewards from ever stricter 
livestock controls prompted by a 
string of food scares.

Electra said May 3 it has received 
a binding offer worth $1.3 billion 
from private-equity peer BC Part-
ners, amounting to $630.5 million 
gross proceeds for Electra’s clients.

According to Electra’s website 
the group first invested $45 million 
in Allflex 14 years ago as part of a 
$168-million management buyout 
from Goldman Sachs.

Proceeds to the listed unit Elec-
tra Private Equity will be $398 mil-
lion, representing a gross return of 
15 times the original cost, Electra 
said. This equates to an internal 

rate of return — a common mea-
sure of private-equity returns — of 
28 per cent.

“This is a fantastic result for Elec-
tra,” analysts at Liberum said.

Electra bought Allflex in 1998 
after the European Union tight-
ened food traceability rules in the 
wake of the bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) crisis.

Subsequent crises, including 
a 2001 foot-and-mouth disease 
outbreak in the U.K., led to tighter 
supervision of how livestock is 
sourced and tracked in Europe, 
North America and Australia.

This boosted the fortunes of 
Allflex, helping it grow from a 
low-tech maker of plastic ear tags 
for cows to a world leader in high-
tech labelling, according to David 
Symondson, deputy managing 
partner at Electra Partners.

“Over 14 years the product range 
has gone from a yellow plastic tag 
to electronic tags, to tissue sam-

pling tags, to different species. 
We do implants used for domestic 
pets, fish, salmon in the U.S. and 
possibly salmon farms around the 
world in future,” he said.

A recent scandal in Europe, 
where beef products sold in super-
markets were found to contain 
horsemeat, could also benefit the 
firm, he added.

Enabling officials to trace ani-
mals from birth to slaughter has 
also made it easier to enforce 
controls on livestock imports 
from outside the European Union, 
Symondson said.

“I think today about 30 per cent 
of the world’s livestock is identi-
fied so there is potential for sig-
nificant growth in the future as 
different countries jump on the 
bandwagon,” he said.

Allflex, formed in 1955 in New 
Zealand, is now primarily based 
in France and the sale requires 
French regulatory approval.

Food traceability demands have helped expand Allflex’s business from 
tags to electronic implants for domestic pets and salmon.

NEWS

CCA restarts 
irradiation 
approval process

STAFF

A long-dormant petition to 
allow ionizing irradiation 
as a way to control bacteria 
and other pathogens in 
Canadian beef may soon be 
back on the front burner.

The Canadian Cattle-
men’s Association said 
Apr. 22 it would submit 
paperwork — at the request 
of Health Canada — that 
would “reactivate the pro-
cess” to seek approval for 
beef irradiation.

The CCA, which first filed 
its petition for that approval 
in 1998, said  it has made 
ongoing efforts in the fol-
lowing 15 years toward the 
regulatory amendments 
needed to allow beef irra-
diation.

Health Canada completed 
its scientific review of the 
process in 2003 and made a 
positive recommendation 
on the proposal, but the 
“final steps” of publishing 
the proposed new regula-
tion have not yet been com-
pleted, the CCA said.

A regulatory proposal 
made it to the Canada 
Gazette in November 2002 
and a Canadian code of 
practice for food irradia-
tion was developed. Health 
Canada, in a statement last 
year, said that “because of 
significant public concerns 
related to irradiation,” the 
federal government didn’t 
move forward with regula-
tions at that time and had 
no plans to do so in the near 
future.

“The path towards 
approval in Canada has 
been a long one, particular-
ly relative to the equivalent 
U.S. approval process that 
was completed more than a 
decade ago,” the CCA said 
in a newsletter.

Allfl ex owner tags big profi t 
from company sale
Recent horsemeat scandal could also benefit the firm’s fortunes



31ALBERTAFARMEXPRESS.CA  •  MAY 13, 2013

AlbertA beef Producers 
2013 semi-AnnuAl meeting

AlbertA beef producers 2013 
semi-AnnuAl meeting tAkes plAce 
June 11, 2013 At the deltA south 
hotel in edmonton. 

for more informAtion or to register go to 

www.AlbertAbeef.org/About/
AnnuAl-generAl-meeting/

AlbertA beef Producers 
2013 semi-AnnuAl meeting

AlbertA beef producers 2013 
semi-AnnuAl meeting tAkes plAce 
June 11, 2013 At the deltA south 
hotel in edmonton. 

for more informAtion or to register go to 

www.AlbertAbeef.org/About/
AnnuAl-generAl-meeting/

Tired of the
stress and
complications 
caused by 
elastrator rings?

..... Put a
‘WEE’ in 
your pocket 
today!

1-800-858-5974 
www.CallicrateBanders.com

• Humane
• High Tension
• Bloodless
• Drug Free
• Made in USA

Continued uncertainty 
for hog producers in 2013
Some producers are hanging in hoping for price increase, but it may be muted by higher hog numbers

BY BERNIE PEET

A fter a six-year period of poor 
profitability, Canadian pro-
ducers are on a knife edge, 

especially those in the West. With 
the hog price at around $1.45 and 
production costs of at least $170 
per hog, they have been bleeding 
cash over the winter. And now the 
latest census data suggests that the 
supply of hogs in North America 
this year is going to be larger than 
expected. 

Couple that with issues such as 
export barriers, COOL, the situa-
tion in the EU and unknown har-
vest prospects and it’s not surpris-
ing that the current mood is one of 
uncertainty.

First, the combined U.S. and 
Canadian total hog inventory for 
December 2012 was only slightly 
down compared with 2011, while 
the breeding herd, at 7.03 million 
head, was up a little. Expectations 
were that high feed prices would 
have led to lower numbers. But it 
appears that U.S. producers have 
held their nerve, despite signifi-
cant losses, and are banking on a 
big drop in the price of corn after 
this year’s harvest. 

In Western Canada, producers 
continue to quit production as 
their equity runs out, but the attri-
tion is not yet reflected in the cen-
sus figures. Those still in business 
are hoping for a surge in summer 
prices, but this seasonal rise will 
probably be muted by the higher-
than-expected hog numbers. 

Futures prices and the pundits’ 
predictions have already weak-
ened. The George Morris Centre’s 
<Canadian Pork Market Review> 
published in the middle of last 
month predicted an average price 
of $1.60-65/kg for Alberta during 
March, yet the price has stayed 
around the $1.45 mark so far, and 
that with the Canadian dollar weak-
ening. It predicted a peak of $1.70-
75 in May, and a fourth-quarter 
price of $1.50-55. If the current 
price weakness persists and the 
mid-year price peak is only $1.60-

65, that means that producers will 
be unprofitable for the whole year 
unless feed prices weaken substan-
tially prior to the harvest.

Continued productivity
The other factor working against 
higher prices is the continuing 
improvement in the productivity of 
the U.S. industry. Over the last 10 
years, the number of pigs weaned 
per sow has increased by 0.2 and 
passed the milestone of 10 per lit-
ter in 2011. With nearly six million 
sows in the U.S. breeding herd, 
that’s about 1.2 million extra pigs 
coming to market each year, with 
plenty of scope for more improve-
ment. My concern right now is that, 
in the fall, prices will weaken even 
more than predicted and, despite 
lower feed prices, Canadian pro-
ducers will be under severe eco-
nomic pressure.

Each time this happens, it has 
been Canadian producers who 
have quit, not those in the U.S. 
who receive a higher price for their 
hogs and have much better hedging 
opportunities.

EU production down
While I remain somewhat pessimis-
tic about prospects this year, there 
are several things that may change 
the situation. The latest forecasts 
of pig production in the EU have 
been revised sharply downwards, 
with Eurostat reporting that mem-
ber countries predict a 6.9 per cent 
drop in slaughterings during the 
third quarter of this year compared 
to last and a drop of 7.2 per cent for 
the fourth quarter. This is partly in 
response to high feed prices, but 
probably more likely due to the 
partial sow stall ban which is lead-
ing to a significant exodus from the 
industry in some countries. 

Fewer pigs in the EU will mean 
that they have fewer to export, 
opening up opportunities for North 
American exporters and increasing 
the demand for pigs, which would 
support prices.

The second factor is the possible 
impact of changes in U.S. COOL 
legislation. Recently released pro-

posed changes to the country-of-
origin laws have been met with 
dismay by both Canadian and U.S. 
livestock and meat organizations. 

“The proposed rule is even 
more onerous, disruptive and 
expensive than the current reg-
ulation implemented in 2009,” 
said J. Patrick Boyle, president 
of the American Meat Institute. 
If the change goes ahead as cur-
rently written, Canada will likely 
be in a position to levy retaliatory 
tariffs that should flow to its pig 
producers. 

If by some miracle, the U.S. 
capitulates and complies with the 
spirit of the WTO ruling, then that 
will be beneficial to the trade in 
live pigs from Canada.

Finally, U.S. pork exports have 
helped to support hog prices 
over the last few years and have 
mopped up surplus product. 
Exports set a record during 2012, 
reaching 2.26 million tonnes, 
valued at $6.3 billion, up 3.5 per 
cent on 2011 and representing 
23.5 per cent of U.S. pork and 
pork production. Exporting has 
not been without its problems, 
though. Russia stopped pork 
and beef imports from the U.S. 
in December, claiming it had 
detected traces of ractopamine. 

However, such non-tariff bar-
riers are designed to support 
the developing Russian industry 
in which some of the powerful 
oligarchy have money invested. 

Their aim is to eventually be self-
sufficient, although this will take 
a long time. In the meantime, they 
do not want to stop further expan-
sion in response to low profitabil-
ity and will seek to support the 
hog price by restricting imports 
by one means or another.

There are a lot of unknowns fac-
ing western Canadian producers 
during the rest of this year. Unless 
some of the stars align more 
favourably for producers, there 
could be a significant drop in pro-
duction over the winter period. 

Bernie Peet is president of 
Pork Chain Consulting 
of Lacombe, Alberta, and editor 
of Western Hog Journal

Over the last 10 years, the number of pigs weaned per sow has increased by 0.2 and passed the milestone of 10 
per litter in 2011. PHOTO: THINKSTOCK
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By roy lewis, dvm

O ver the years, most pro-
ducers have had a spo-
radic throat infection in 

their calves. These are the ones 
with an extremely loud inspi-
ratory and expiratory sound, 
which can be heard across 
the pen. They generally have 
extended-neck breathing and 
are in various forms of respira-
tory distress.

The cause is generally an infec-
tion of the throat or larynx area in 
turn caused by the same bacteria 
which can often cause foot rot. 
The initiating cause is usually an 
abrasion to the throat caused by 
rough feed or an oral ulcer. This 
is why seldom do we see these 
cases in outbreak form.

Sporadic cases are the norm 
and can occur from young 
calves right up until 18-month-
old cattle in the feedlot. The 
younger cattle with a soft oral 
lining are therefore most sus-
ceptible to these abrasions. 
The oral ulcerative lesion could 
have even started from sharp 
teeth and them inadvertently 
biting the inside of their cheeks. 
I am sure we have all done this 
from time to time or bitten our 
tongue so we all know how these 
injuries could occur.

The organism gains entry this 
way and over time an abscess 
is formed around the laryngeal 
cartilages. This combined with 
the surrounding swelling signif-
icantly reduces the respiratory 
passage. What you, in a sense, 
are hearing is like a whistle when 
the calf is breathing.

Veterinarians have var-
ied treatments over the years 
depending on what they have 
found to be most effective. The 
larynx is mostly cartilage and as 
a result the blood supply and 
hence the ability to get antibi-
otics to the site of the infection 
is not good. Drugs from the 
potentiated sulphonamides to 
penicillin and more recently 
drugs such as the macrolides 
(Zuprevo & Draxxin) or flor-
phenicol (Nuflor) have been 
tried. Make sure if you have a 
case to get the advice of your 
veterinarian as to what drugs 
have worked the best and for 
how long.

Veterinarians will often rec-
ommend either a steroid such 
as dexamethasone or an NSAID 
(non-steroidal anti-inflamma-
tory drug) such as banamine 
or metacam to name a cou-
ple. These and the antibiot-
ics are all prescription drugs, 
which is why you need your 
herd veterinarian involved. 

Maintain antibiotics
If caught early and treated aggres-
sively response is favourable. I 
have found in numerous cases 
the producer notices it quickly 
enough but stops treatment too 
early and a relapse occurs. In my 
experience, even if clinical signs 
have subsided substantially I con-
tinue treatment for several more 
days. The steroids or NSAIDs are 
stopped after a few days but the 
antibiotics are kept on board for 
the duration.

In chronic cases or those unre-
solvable with drugs some can be 
saved with an emergency trache-
otomy and laryngeal surgery 
where the abscess is peeled out 
and the proper diameter to the 
wind passage is re-established. 
These cases of course carry a 
guarded prognosis but leaving 
these calves and doing nothing 
is grave indeed. You will have 
such a restriction that the eyes 
seem bugged out from straining 
to breath.

There is only one other con-
dition I know of that mim-
ics necrotic laryngitis. Large 
calves that are born backward 
and have a hard pull may break 
some ribs. As the first few ribs 
heal it may cause a restriction 
on the windpipe and the same 
clinical signs. These generally 
cannot be helped and although 

a tracheotomy may provide 
temporary relief, the actual 
problem cannot be corrected.

With the price of cattle ever 
rising, keep in mind some-
thing can be done or at least 
tried on these calf diphthe-
ria cases. Try to not wait too 
long before treatment is initi-
ated and remember to finish 
the course of antibiotics your 
veterinarian recommends. As 
a salvage operation laryngeal 
surgery can be done but most 

cases will clear up with good, 
sound medical treatment. A few 
will recover but will still have 
a distinctive whistle especially 
when run a bit. This will be 
permanent for the rest of their 
life but they still will do well 
enough in the feedlot.

Roy Lewis is a large-animal 
veterinarian practising at the 
Westlock Veterinary Centre. 
His main interests are bovine 
reproduction and herd health.

Necrotic laryngitis or calf diphtheria
beef 911 } The outcome is usually successful, but producers should be careful 
not to stop treatment too early

  PHOTO: THinkSTOCk
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C oal-fired power genera-
tion in Asia and cattle 
ranching in South Ameri-

ca are the most damaging busi-
nesses for nature with hidden 
costs that exceed the value of 
their production, says a new 
report.

Global output of basic goods 
from cement to wheat caused 
damage totalling $7.3 trillion a 
year if pollution, water, green-
house gases and waste were 
priced in, the report says.

The study was conducted by 
a business coalition for The 
Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity, whose backers 
include the UN, World Bank, 
businesses and conservation 
groups.

“The numbers in this report 

underline the urgency but also 
the opportunities for all econo-
mies in transitioning to a green 
economy,” said Achim Steiner, 
head of the UN Environment 
Program.

Coal-fired power generation 

in Asia, led by China, generates 
revenues of $443 billion a year 
but causes $452 billion in dam-
age to nature, largely because 
greenhouse gases cause climate 
change and pollution harms 
people’s health, says the report.

It also estimated that cattle 
ranching in South America, 
especially in cleared parts of the 
Amazon forest, ranked second 
with damage estimated at $353 
billion, which far exceeded rev-
enues of $16.6 billion.

Coal and cattle worst environmental 
offenders, says new report
There is an urgency and an opportunity in transitioning to a green economy

Cattle graze near a plantation of soybeans in a farm in Campo Verde, in the central Brazilian state of Mato 
Grosso. PhoTo: REUTERS/PAULo WhiTAkER 

By Alex Binkley
Af CoNTrIBUTor / oTTAWA

T he restaurant sector was 
offering rare words of 
praise for the dairy indus-

try following an announcement 
of a new milk class for mozzarella 
cheese to be used on fresh pizzas.

“This new restaurant mozza-
rella cheese class responds to 
long-standing concerns raised 
by CrfA on behalf of our mem-
bers and fresh pizza makers 
across the country,” said Garth 
Whyte, president and CEo of 
the Canadian restaurant and 
foodservices Association. “We 
congratulate the dairy indus-
try for making this important 
announcement.”

The deal will cut the price for 
Canadian mozzarella by five 
to 10 per cent for restaurants, 
which have been sharp critics 
of supply management. frozen 
pizza makers already have access 
to lower-priced mozzarella.

It’s hoped the change will 
boost pizza sales and thereby 
also increase sales for Canadian 
mozzarella, said Wally Smith, 
president of the Dairy farmers 
of Canada.

“It is the farmers’ sincerest 
hope that this class will bring 
growth in sales of cheese in the 
restaurant pizza category,” said 
Smith.

The new deal, a 15-month 
trial which takes effect June 1, 
was praised by Agriculture Min-
ister Gerry ritz.

“This is a good example of 
how greater collaboration 
between the whole value chain 
can help grow markets for our 
farmers while keeping Canada’s 
restaurant industry competi-
tive,” said ritz.

The Canadian restaurant 
and foodservices Association 
said it has been pushing for a 
price break “for more than 10 
years” and the deal will put it 
on even footing with frozen 
pizza makers.

However, food processors 
said the new milk class doesn’t 
address their concerns.

“Boston Pizza doesn’t com-
pete with pizzas from Bos-
ton but we do,” said Chris Kyte, 
president of food Processors of 
Canada.

“We need a level playing field 
with our American competitors, 
we need leadership to address 
the fundamental competitive-
ness issues facing the indus-
try. Let’s begin with the first 
problem: competitively priced 
inputs.”

An Agriculture Canada study 
showed Canadian companies 
pay 30 per cent more for dairy 
products than their American 
competitors. But the Dairy 
farmers of Canada and other 
supply management advocates 
say that’s only because Ameri-
can dairy farmers can sell below 
their cost of production thanks 
to generous subsidies from 
Washington.

Dairy farmers, 
restaurants 
strike a deal 
on mozzarella 
dispute
The price for 
Canadian mozzarella 
cheese will drop five 
to 10 per cent for 
restaurants
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W ith calving season well 
underway, Alberta cat-
tle producers are hop-

ing that high calf prices fuelled 
by tight cattle supplies over the 
last two years will continue this 
fall when most calves are weaned 
and sold. But there are several 
“unknowns and question marks” 
on the horizon that have many 
producers across the province 
feeling nervous about where calf 
and feeder cattle prices could end 
up this year, says Anne Dunford, 
an Alberta cattle market analyst. 

“A lot of the nervousness we’re 
seeing began last fall when the 
U.S. drought caused corn and feed 
grain prices to spike, triggering a 
major drop in calf and feeder cattle 
prices,” said Dunford. “Calf prices 
fell from a record $1.85/lb. in Feb-
ruary to $1.55/lb. during the fall 
calf run last year. That price drop 
resulted from significant losses 
that continue today for feedlot 
operators and backgrounders who 
are shouldering record feed grain 
costs. The impact of those losses 
gets passed down the chain, affect-
ing calf prices.”

The price drop was a classic 
reminder that tight cattle sup-
plies — the key driver behind 
today’s high calf and feeder prices 

— aren’t the only factors that influ-
ence prices, says Dunford, noting 
high feed costs have kept calf 
prices in the $1.50/lb. to $1.55/lb. 
range this spring. “Those prices 
could climb higher if moisture 
conditions in the U.S. turn around 
and large corn crops are harvested 
this fall, causing feed grain prices 
to decline. But with so many other 
question marks on the horizon, 
there are no guarantees.”

Minimum price insurance
All of the uncertainty has sparked 
a surge of interest in Alberta’s 
Cattle Price Insurance Program 
(CPIP), which lets producers 
insure a minimum price for their 
cattle, protecting them if prices fall 
lower while still allowing them to 
sell their cattle at the highest price. 

“Participation has tripled in the 
CPIP-Feeder program this year 
and we’re getting substantially 
more phone calls and questions 
about CPIP-Calf which is only in its 
second full year of being offered,” 
says Stuart McKie, a field analyst 
with Agriculture Financial Ser-
vices Corporation (AFSC). Until 
now, participation in CPIP-Calf 
has been low. “Because calf prices 
have been so strong, many cow-
calf producers didn’t feel the need 
for price protection. But that’s 
changing,” says McKie. “Produc-
ers are a lot less confident they’ll 

make money on their calves this 
year. It’s all because of the drop in 
calf and feeder prices last fall that 
triggered payouts of up to $80 per 
head on CPIP-Calf and up to $195 
per head on CPIP-Feeder,” he says. 
“The CPIP-Fed, Feeder and Basis-
Only programs are still triggering 
payouts due to high feed costs and 
other factors.” 

McKie points out CPIP-Calf is 
offered from February to May, 
and the deadline to participate 

this year is May 30. CPIP-Feeder, 
for producers who feed cattle to 
a certain weight before moving 
them to a feedlot, and CPIP-Fed, 
for feedlot operators, are both 
available year round.

Watch premium tables
Cattle producers who aren’t happy 
with the CPIP floor prices and pre-
miums being offered today should 
keep an eye on the premium 
tables, says McKie. “Those prices 

change daily as markets fluctuate.” 
He explains the floor prices pro-
ducers can insure with CPIP reflect 
variables such as futures markets, 
the price of barley, exchange rates 
on the Canadian dollar, and the 
basis — the difference between 
U.S. and Canadian cattle prices. “It 
covers all those risks in one tool.”

The flexibility of CPIP programs 
surprises many cattle producers, 
says McKie. “Especially when 
we tell them they don’t have to 
sell their cattle to collect a claim. 
They can sell the animal later once 
prices improve. Or if they insure 
a floor price for November but 
sell their calves at a higher price 
in August, they can still collect a 
payout if prices drop and trigger a 
claim in November, even though 
they’ve sold the calves already — 
as long as they owned the calves for 
60 days during the policy.” Claims 
are triggered when average calf 
and feeder prices at auction marts 
fall below their insured price. “At 
the end of the day, CPIP is reve-
nue protection that lets you lock 
in up to 95 per cent of the future 
forecasted price of Alberta cattle. 
Sometimes the price you can pro-
tect will be profitable. Sometimes 
it will minimize losses. It depends 
on where markets are that day,” 
says McKie.

www.afsc.ca.

Insurance available for 
a drop in fall calf prices
Producers can insure a minimum price for calves through AFSC’s Cattle Price Insurance Program (CPIP)

Uncertainty about calf and feeder cattle prices this fall has triggered 
a surge of interest in the Cattle Price Insurance Program, says Stuart 
McKie. PhoTo: AFSC

By BrendA SChoepp

T his is an interesting point 
in history as the world 
becomes urbanized and 

agriculture faces a critical loss 
of labour and investment in 
the farm. Case studies around 
the world support the absolute 
need for solutions to agricultural 
employment. In the EU, labour 
shortages and retirement (only 
seven per cent of farmers are 
under 35) have forced the clo-
sure of farms and growth pro-
jections are capped because 
of the loss of workers and the 
increasing demands of regula-
tory frameworks. In Australia 
the No. 1 concern is the loss of 
farms and labourers, as it is in 
the Americas, Eastern Europe 
and essentially worldwide.

As an example, unemploy-
ment in India is 9.8 per cent of 
1.5 billion people and over 25 per 
cent of the population is under 
20. This represents a grow-
ing opportunity for Canadian 
exports to India but an internal 
domestic nightmare. Govern-
ment programs to subsidize 
workers have resulted in male 
workers contributing three days 
per week to garner the subsidy. 
As men sit idly on the streets, 
the fields are emptied. In recent 
years, urbanization has moved 

the population to the city. In a 
short 20 years, the rural popula-
tion of India went from 96 per 
cent to 61 per cent. Most of that 
change was in the last five years 
as wages in the city jumped to 
$5 per day. It is difficult to keep 
workers engaged on the farm 
when farmers routinely make 
only $1,000 per year.

As economics evolve, so does 
urbanization, which creates 
layers of challenges. Even the 
wealthy are without solutions. 
As I visited with the men and 
women of the millionaires’ club 
in Salem, India, they too were 
distressed about the labour situ-
ation on coffee plantations. The 
owners found themselves not 
only having to be more involved 
in the day-to-day business, but 
also actually working, some-
thing well below their caste. As 
in Canada, the farmer is aging 
worldwide and is over 50 years. 

Machinery that can displace 
people will help but does not 
provide the complete solution 
as indigenous equipment can-
not always be fuelled or serviced. 
It is not clearly understood by 
the consuming population that 
continued access to food at 
affordable prices and increas-
ing consumption may come 
with consequence.

At the Canadian Food Summit 
held in Toronto this spring, the 

discussion of land in relation to 
attracting agricultural workers 
and new entrants was again dis-
cussed. It is difficult for young, 
new entrants to buy land when 
it has been appreciating at such 
a rapid rate. And, it is sometimes 
trying for established farmers to 
employ anyone at an acceptable 
wage level when access to land 
may be limited or uncertain. 

Security of land
The solution to longer-term 
employment and the engage-
ment and ownership in farms is 
deeply tied to longer-term leases 
on productive properties. With-
out the security of land access, 
there is little security in long-
term career advancement. This 
is a problem that cuts deeply 
into farm ownership and the 
labour force worldwide and is 
felt from the depths of the small 
farmer to the height of corporate 
food processing. It may be one of 
the most pressing issues in agri-
culture today. Small indigenous 
farmers are loath to put inputs 
into land that may be ripped 
from them at any moment.

The female farmer in Africa 
knows this best as she struggles 
to produce 90 per cent of her 
nation’s food without the assur-
ance of access for the following 
season. It is impossible for her 
to engage farm labour and she 

suffers severe stress from not 
knowing if her own needs will 
be met year to year. 

The farmer in Ukraine knows 
how quickly the tides of political 
change turn and hangs tightly 
to the annual lease. Even those 
large corporate farms in Ukraine 
will have several thousand one-
year leases to make up the land 
base that would require invest-
ment in extra labour or equip-
ment. And in North America the 
lack of access to long-term land 
leases is the hurdle that keeps 
new entrants firmly planted on 
the outside of the farm gate.

This is an opportunity in 
Canada to engage the public 
in the discussion on food, the 
economic value of food pro-
duction as well as the societal 
benefit. Farming is food and we 
must respect that relationship 
to attract young people to the 
agriculture business. Children 
who are well fed are smarter, 
healthier and more motivated 
to achieve higher education. 
Canada should look at her own 
internal educational systems to 
encourage agriculture and agri-
business, commerce and trade 
in school at an early stage. In 
addition, travel opens the win-
dow of the world and allows for 
the exposure to and incorpora-
tion of agricultural improve-
ments from a global perspective. 

An active part in the advance 
of agriculture by business and 
government is essential as is 
the incorporation of centres of 
excellence that create a level of 
professionalism to farming.

The shortage of farm labour 
is more complex than the sim-
ple perception that youth do 
not want to farm. Those who 
do want to farm have difficulty 
with access to long-term lease 
agreements and those who don’t 
want to farm often come back to 
it as a second career. We need 
education for this demographic 
too. Agriculture and agribusi-
ness may not be flooded with 
applicants because people 
simply do not know how excit-
ing and broad the industry is. 
Ensuring that school councillors 
know these career paths is very 
important. The solutions to the 
global shortage of farm workers 
are complex and varied but we 
must start somewhere and the 
best place is to encourage and 
celebrate farming at home.

Brenda Schoepp is a Nuffield 
Scholar who travels extensively 
exploring agriculture and meeting 
the people who feed, clothe and 
educate our world. A motivating 
speaker and mentor she works with 
young entrepreneurs across Canada 
and is the founder of Women in 
Search of Excellence.  
www.brendaschoepp.com

Farm labour shortage 
is a worldwide problem
A new educational approach may be needed to interest young people in agriculture



Iraq wheat lost to floodIng
Iraq will lose between 25-30 per cent of its wheat harvest this year due to recent floods caused by heavy 
rains in the south part of the country. Iraq produces only a portion of its actual need of wheat. Iraq is one 
of the world’s largest importers of wheat, much of which goes to supply a national food ration program. 
Iraq’s Trade Minister Khairalla Hasan told a press conference the estimated loss was more than $200 
million. Iraq’s annual consumption of wheat is 4.5 million tonnes while it imports around three million 
tonnes annually. — Reuters

by daniel bezte

L ike most of central North 
America, Alberta was not 
able to dodge the cold 

weather that just didn’t seem 
to want to go away this spring. 
Central North America felt the 
effects of what is known as a 
blocking pattern. This is when 
the jet stream gets stuck (for the 
most part) in the same place. 
Usually, the jet stream meanders 
to the north and south creating 
U-shaped troughs of low pres-
sure and inverted U-shaped 
ridges of high pressure. 

When these meanders are 
not very big, the weather tends 
to change fairly quickly, but 
the changes are not that great. 
When the meanders are large, 
the changes can take a long 
time and when they do change, 
the change can be very dramatic.

This is exactly what we’ve seen 
over the last couple of months 
across our part of the world. The 
meander in the jet stream has 
been very big, with a large ridge 
of high pressure over the West 
Coast and another large ridge 
over Greenland. In between 
these two ridges, over central 
North America there was a large 
trough of low pressure. This 
trough allowed plenty of cold 
arctic air to spill southward, 
bringing unseasonably cold air 
to much of Central Canada and 
the U.S., going as far south as 
Texas.

Looking at the temperature 
records across Alberta during 
March and April you will see 

that the cold air began moving 
in during March, with most loca-
tions reporting a mean monthly 
temperature around 1.5 C below 
average. The cold weather con-
tinued and actually intensified 
during April, with most locations 
reporting a mean monthly tem-
perature that was between 3 and 
4 C below average. Precipitation 
was a little less consistent, but 
overall, most locations recorded 
near- to above-average amounts 
of precipitation. The wettest 
regions were the southeast areas 
along with the foothills.

The forecasts
Now it’s time to look ahead. 
Will the blocking pattern con-
tinue keeping us in the cold or 
will it start to break down and 
allow summer to start moving 
in? According to the Old Farm-
er’s Almanac, they are calling 
for temperatures in May to be 
slightly below average, along 
with below-average amounts of 
precipitation. In June they are 
calling for things to get worse, 
with well-below-average tem-
peratures and near-average 
amounts of precipitation.

The Canadian Farmers Alma-
nac appears to be calling for 
near- to below-average tem-
peratures during May along 
with above-average precipita-
tion. They mention fair a few 
times along with stormy condi-
tions and showers. They start 
off June with stormy condi-
tions then switch to sunny and 
hot weather for the rest of the 
month.

Environment Canada is call-
ing for near-average tempera-
tures in May over central and 
northern regions and above-
average temperatures in the 
south. They then show tem-
peratures moderating in June, 
with above-average tempera-
tures pushing a little farther 
north. As far as precipitation 
goes, they are calling for near-
average precipitation in both 
May and June.

Finally, here at the Alberta 
Farmer, I am calling for above-
average temperatures in May, 
along with near- to slightly 
below-average amounts of 
rain. The western ridge of high 
pressure looks like it wants 
to begin pushing eastwards, 
which could bring some really 

warm temperatures, along with 
keeping most of the heavier 
rains to the south and east. The 
only fly in the ointment will be 
the occasional push of cold air. 

June’s forecast is a little 
tougher, but here’s how I see 
it. I think that the western 

ridge will become more and 
more dominant. By early June, 
Alberta will likely only see a few 
one- or two-day shots of cool 
weather and then the warm to 
hot weather will dominate. Pre-
cipitation is always tough to fig-
ure out, but if this scenario does 

play out then Alberta will likely 
see near-average precipitation, 
with most of the rain coming 
in the form of thunderstorms. 

Now as usual, it’s time to 
sit back and see just what 
curveballs Mother Nature will 
throw at us next!

long-range forecast  
calls for warm weather
The never-ending winter was caused by stubborn ridges  
of high pressure over the West Coast and Greenland

dry weather In russIa
Continued dry weather in Russia’s southern crop-growing regions could hurt grain production and 
yields, potentially dashing Russia’s plans to return as a major wheat exporter this year, experts said 
May 4. The state weather forecaster said no rain was forecast until May 12 in two regions in Russia’s 
Southern Federal District, which accounted for 40 per cent of the country’s wheat crop last year. 
Russia, traditionally the world’s third-largest wheat exporter, lost a quarter of last year’s grain crop 
due to drought during the second half of May and early June.
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By early June, Alberta 

will likely only see a 

few one- or two-day 

shots of cool weather 

and then the warm 

to hot weather will 

dominate.

This issue’s map shows the total  precipitation across Alberta during the 30-day period ending on  
April 28, compared to the long-term average. You can see that most areas received near-average 
amounts of precipitation, with a few pockets seeing slightly above-average amounts.  The northern and 
southern regions did have some areas with below-average precipitation, with the region just south of 
Calgary being the driest.
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